
* THE-P. P. A.

Of coirse we mrist be abreast of the
times in Canada ; it would not do to let
the citistns of the great Republic to the
siuth of ustake every initial step along
the way of progress. In the politico.
religions world of the United States ap-
peared a monkter of iniquity, bearing
npon lis brow the seal of bigotry, with
the letters A. P. A. conspicuons in burn.
ing form. It would not do were we in
Canada to be s far behind our neighbora
that we could not rival them in the
sphere of religious intolerance. Our
friends fron beyond the line cannot
crow; we possess a real ding-dong,
politico-religious-intolerance association
of our own. It is called the P. P. A.
Its promotera claim that one " P" stands
for Protestant,; but this we deny--which
denial we pu rpose establishing in a few
moments. We are under the imnpresaion
that tte letters represent the words
"Pnblic Plague Association." Now this
P.P. A.is no myth. I is a living factor
in the political 'element of Canada.
There is no dtnying this fact. In two
recent contests in Q0ttario, the candidat.e(s
representing the Miwat govern nient
were defeated, not because they sup-
ported that. special government, not be-
cause-they were members of a partionlar
pirty, not because of the pohitical plat-
lorm that trey held ; they were defeated
simply because this P. P. A. had worked
its way in amongst the electors and had
pointed out the great danger the country
was in on account of the t ffles held by
the Catholics, and the privilegesaccorded
to these adherents of the chnrch of
Rone. Iii a word Hon. M1r. M.ovnt'e
candidates were defeated by a faction
that seeks to grasp the balance of power
and betweei the two great political par-
ties to wield sufficient ii.i ience to pre-
vent even common j.stice being done to
Roman Cathulics in Caada.

Daeply we regret the reisult of these
two elections, but under the circuim-
stances we hope that the fact of such an
Association existing in our midst will be
thoro>ughly understnod and that ev. ry
legitinate sterg will be taken tocounter-
act its evil influences. We are told that
the P.P.A. la an ff-spring of the 'Equal
Right,'sI" movements; it May be so, or
it may not. We have no doubt, as to
31r. Dalton McC&rthy' capability of
setting suci a movement on foot. Its
principlee harmonii with those of the
"Equal Righîts" party. " Eqiual ights
for me and mine; but when your share
is in qiestion it is understood to be nil."
Fair play and eqial rights towards every
one, except a Catholic. These are mere
after-prou.lcts of the famous laws of the
"Pale." But whether this P.P.A. estab.
lishment is a twin brother of the Equal
Righlts movement, or not, we nist poi.
tively ojsct to L being called Protes
tant. Tbey might style it a "Partially
Protestant Association," but beyond that,
we claiin the orgnizsrs of the infambous
faction have no rignt to go. We
have spent the greater portion of
our lile in relations, business and
otbertwise,-more ore as int.imate-with
Protestants. We have lived with. Pro.
testant neighbors ever since childhood :
we bave had business relation@; social
intercourse and even political dealingsa
with Protestants of different donornina.-
tions. We have learmed to know, to re.-
spect, o admire, tol henor numbers of1
our non-Caithclic fellow-citizens. Theyi
may differ from us upon the great fun.1
damentai doctrines of" ur Faith; but
we have fouad-in therm a. slirit of Chris.
tian charity that certainly dictates t'
do unto oLbiers.as you would havé, othere
douinto yo."' We have bad friends in
the iluferent profea.ions, and in 4e
wnazty walks of eiQxugarcial Ç ifupo

TTE TTRR WTNES A ATHOLLO %JHONTCL'.

whose honesty, sincerity, generosity
and absence ef any prejudice we
could. depend our lives; and these men
wére Anglicans, Methodisto, Presby-
terians, Baptists aud members of other
secte. Ve have knowr, some of these
men to vote for a Catholic against a
Protestant; others of them to hire a
Catholic in preference to a Protestant,
wbea the latter had no better claim to
the position than bis Protestantiam. In
fine, we do not and we cannot believe
tat our Proteqtant fellow-citizens are
ready to stand responsible for the-evil
spirit, of the P.P.A. We may differ on
the principles of our Faith ; we may
kneel in different temples and offer up
our prayers in varied forma; but we
have alil earned the great and Christ-
given precept, ''love one another.?
From out the volume of Holy Writ the
honest minded, true-souled Protestants
of to-day. draw lessons of Christian per-
fect ion. tlat, if only put into practice,
would suffice to baniah much of the dis.
cord that reigns in the world. For
these reasons we emphatically object, to
an Association with such narrowness of
soul and such meanness of spirit, cal ing
itself Protestant. We niean hy this that
we do not blieve in having Proti siant.
isr-as a whole-saddiedl with the bigo-
try, intolerance, viipnefs. wickednese,
and un-Canadian, un-Christian methods
of this hydra.

However, there is one consolati-n, and
it is a great one; we have no fear for the
Catholic Churcb. Al ithe daniage tit
thse bigots can perpetrate is to make
the way of life more troublesonie for ai
few honest Catholicd. Perhaps a nnm-
ber of deserving employees may stuffer
in consequence Of this orgaiizd iostiliry
to every person connected with our
church. But even like lte Kiownothing.
iom, the A. P. Aist and otbler inilar
spasmodio outburts of irrational bigatry.
this P. P. A. will die a natural death,
strangled by Mte cord that its own fingere
are twisting. Still i. is teo be regretted
Lhat the moester ever were permitted to
niake an appearance in Canada. We
caunnut afford to be disturbed by fanati,
isml of this kind. If we catnot all agree
upon the principles of Faith that are to
guide our lives, at least let us remember
that we all adore the same God, and the
saime God bas commanded us ail to love
each other. We have need of broad
Chrstian charity, and of inter-rauial
respect. Living in a land where the
children of different races are destined to
walk aide by aide along the way of life,
and where the adherents of different
creeds are placed in contact wiLh each
othEr, year In and year out, we have no
roon for the P. P. A., and we trust that
Protestants and Catholhca will join hands
to overthrow the giant of polhth-o-reli.
gious iniquity.

THE DEVIL vs. TUE CHUIRUH.

When we last touched upon this sub-
ject we referred to the struggle between
the Devil and God, a struggle that com.
menced in Heaven, that continued in
the garden of Eden over the soul of man
andthat resulted in the defeat of Satan.
We traced the battle between good and
evil, from Creation down to the aom.
mencement of Redemption. We have
now reached the foundation of tbe
COurch of Chiiat, and, as we pointed out
in a previous artiole, the Devil deter.
mined to revenge himself against Gd,
by nsing every means in his power to
overthrow the Church of God's Only
Son. At present we are dealing with thej
question of the Davil versus the Church;
tler on we -willfind a vat field in the
mubject of Linô Ot&oh versus the Devil.

th Iis case jr i struggle for st pre.
oy .anftgDen willueye o saueLO

unturned, whereby he might fruitrate
the designs of God and blast the work of
iedemption. In order to be more sys-
Lematic in our hurried study of thiis
great warfare, we will have to divide the
subject under several heads. Inorder
to do so, we will consider the different
means or instruments used by Satan in
his constant attacks upon the Church.
They were : let The power and hatred
of the early Pagans; 2nd the jealousy
and the enmity of the schismatics and
infidels; 3rt tle fury of the Mahome-
tans; 4th the Lidal-wave of rebellion
call the Reformation; 5Lh the influence
and operations of the Secret Societies.
These are the.five principal weapona
used by the Devil in all that increasing
struggle of nineteen centuries, and it
will be for us lto show how the Church
has ever triumphed, d< spite ail the ef-
forts of Hell, and how the words of
Christ have been fuiflled-fer lie pro-
nised that the gates of Hell would never
prevail against His own institution.

Christ establisied His Church; MIe
gave to St. Pter the " keys of the king.
dom of Heaven;" Ie appointed St.
Peter the head and chief of His apostles
and Iis vicaîr uapon earth. The earthly
niesion of the Son of God being accom-
plitihed, IIe ascendted into Hearen,
leaving behind IIim an ettabliA eiint
fully equipped to do the work of salva.
tion for al future ages. IIe sent the
IUIly Ghosit. to inspire and to illuminate
the Clitrch, and in the fires of pentecost
the apostles ieceived the giflsof wirdom,
knowledge, langnages and all the pcwers
n eceesary tl theaccompl[isitentof titeir
nission. " Gofoi Lii," lie sald to tliein.
"and preacli to aFil nations, baplizng
tlhem lin the nane of Ihe Father, and ot
i ho Son, ar.d of the IIoly Ght et." Armed
with this mandate the apoilstawent.
forth in very dir cion. Under the
divine influence of this conmand the
convertcd Saul, having becone the
Chritian Paul, stopped in at Athens,
and from the IIll of Mars proclained
the glories (f the "uinknown G a,"
whose aitar already awvaited hlim. Unider
the samne inspiration a barefooted orien-
tal pilgrim, with stAlf in hand and trnF<
on breast, came along the Appian Way,
passed beneath the triunplhal arch of
the Cesars, lingered 'neath the shadow
of the golden palace, and finally slood in
the center of pagan Rone. His nane
was Peler; he was once a lowly flisher-
man over in Gaililee; he was transformed
into the envoy of God, the apostle of a
niew faith. He had corne there to over-
throw the altars of paganism, to shatter
the idols of he empire, to ansash the
thrones t the Cesars, to diaband the
conqnering legions, and to set up a
standard that would wave in triumph
abovethesevenhilles,long centuries after
the eales of ancient and imperiail Ronie
would have ceased to uiap their conquer-
ing wintgt.

But the taak before him was no easy
one. Ve can imagine bow unequîal the
struggle muet be, when on one side are
arrayed all the power, wealth, influence,
intereat, passions, jealousy, hatred and
pride of Piagan Rurne, and on the other
are collected a handful of devoted but,
hurnanly speaking,powerless followers of
One who appeared in the far away East,
in an obscure Province of that great
Empire. From a worldly stand point, it
required no prophet to foretel the tili.
mate failure of Peter and his score of
followers, But the world did not cal.
calate the Omnipotence of the Oune who
had sent him; and the sequel wàas to be
far otlier than might then have been
expected. The Christian envoya- wee
met with sword and. fire; and yet they
mutîltiplied in nuniers andi in ferve.
They werehunted like wild beiats (r<9m
ihe ohy ; antd they escNped anti çt.ll

multiplied. -They were condemned by
speciali imperial ediets, and jl the power
and machinery of the law weie turned
aigainat Liern; yet still they multiplied.-
By hundreds, and then by thousands
they were slain; and yet they mnti.
plied. The trumpets of persecution
awakened the echoes of the seven bills
and resounded along the Tiber; and stilI
Lhey multiplied. Tho fires of martyx.
dom blamd upon the battlements and in
the publie place of Rein; and yet théy
rmtltiplied. Hlundretis of Christiara
were filîng to the wild beasts !Inthe
bVood-stained arena cf ethe Flavian
Anphitheatre; and despite al tbey
multiplied. Down ln the citcy f the
dead, in the winding labyrinth of the
Catacombs, betneth the walls o ithe
capital, in the refuge of wild bcast, ani of
criminal, they met, held lcouncl studied
the glorious mysteries cf a True Faith,
and escapecd, as much as i o=silde, the
sword of the dlestroyere; and evcn there
they inultiplied. It was apparerntly an
uneven stait; the Dvil seemed Lto have
baud all the advatitage from tihe very be.
ginning; but st ilithe Church lhad the
Word of Christ and lie [proriba that
the " Oates of Hell should not prcvail
against her."

St Puil came Le Rome; he was bc
headed. St. Peter cane to R ume; h
wa crucilied. Sut"cessors were appoint-
ed to those who perishetd, and in tum
each ruccessor pOribhed and left 8 ,>laut:
for a fresih a.pointment. And all the
tiie the Cateciumens becane daily
more numtrOus ; Cl:ristiaians mltti lied j
the Church was iecoming firmly cataL*
lisied. The Devil made the best ue of
ail the impaigneientsA at hls eommarr
strangle ilie infant Churct in its vsp
cradle. But, as in the past, so even hoe*
again vs lie dretined Lo failnare.

It was in vain that rock and wheel
aind axe andi swnrd, were brnnglt into
use; nothia'g coul.1 preveint the onward
and uipward march Cf the Ch-rch; noth,
irg col 11epave frOmt in,1vitable ruin Ime
triant Empire tihat failîd toaccept, tLe
envoys CofCarit an thi.t turned a deaf
'ar to te flent pleaitlines of Chri@tiini'y.
The failure of the Devil, in this lis fir4
vraid atiPnîpt In desIriy the Churci, i
clearly written in hiatnry. It lis asy to
mark the increase of Christlian irflunce
antd the decline of pagan pnwer. The
great Empire eventuoally shiv.-red and
rocked on its basis. finally it became
split intO East, and West. The phantrm
of an Empire hovered nyer the Eat;
the West, s'hattered by Hun ard Vand al,
ravaged by Gith and Ostrogoth, t.ttered
toits ruin.

hinanwhile, forthfromthedarkcaverne
of the Cataconbs came the light rif
Christianity; it penetrated the graves
where the pagan priests tault tthe.
nysticism of the stars; it touched ite
monuments of centuries anad crowned
those storied works of a burried time
with the chastening light of heaven; it
touchled the harpert soul anid wedded
his song to truth, and it il.ihed upon the
clouds of pagaism and transformed the
whtole s ky of ages with a glory nevnt be.-
ftre seen by the eyes cf man. The crosu
that was the aign of death, in tlie days
of the Roman Cesars, bas been paiinted
upon the domoeof St. Pet-eraiq, al thLat
masterpiece of Angelo'e genius lifts high
to beaven the imperishable emblem, of
malvation. And from beneath the
sbadow of that cros. the direct auccesor-
of St. Peter sits as Vicar of Cihristi pou a
seat tiat0 al Il eil could never àbake, and
issues his infallible mandates froin the
dôwn-falleun throne of the deal Cor
in the fixâtstruggle with the Churchthé

Devil was c6rnqutered.

Ail correspond.'noe for rus mnta Wri mss,

J. K. irelaî, sJtor.


