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"THE-P. PiAs
0t convse we must be abreast of the
times in Canada; it would not do to let
‘the citizens of the great Republic to the
. ‘s>uth of us'take every initinl step along
the way of progress. In the polilico-
_religions world of the United States ap-
-peared a montter of iniguily, bearing
upon iis brow the seal of bigoiry, with
the letters A. P. A, conspicuons in burn-
ing form. It would not do were we in
Canada to be sn far behind our neighbors
that we could not rival them in the
sphere of religious intolerance. Our
friends from beyond the line cannot
crow; we possess a real ding-dong,
politico-religious-intolerance association
of our own, It is calied the P, P. A.
Its promoters claim that one “ P stands
for Protestant ; but this we deny—which
denial we purpose establishing ina few
moments, \We areunder the impression
that the letters represent the words
# Pablic Plague Association.” Now this
P.P. A.is no myth, Iuis aliving factor
in the political ‘element of Canada,
There is no denying thisfaet. In two
recent contests in Ontario, the candidates
representing the Mowat government
were defeated, nnt because ihey sup-
ported that epecial government, not be-
cause they were memb:rs of & partionlar
pirty, not because of the pohiliea] plat-
form that they helld; they were defeated
eimply because this P. P. A. had worked
its way in amongst Lhe electors amd had
pointed out the great danger the country
was in on account of the « flices held by
the Cutholicy, and the privilegesaccorded
tn these adherenta of the chirch of
Rome. In & word Hon. Mr, Mawats
candidates were defeated by a factigp
that seeks to grasp the balance of power
and between the two great political par-
ties to wield sufficient inflence to pre-
vent even ¢ommon jastice being done to
Roman Cathulics in Canada.

Deeply we regret the result of there
two elections, but under the circum-
stances we bope that the fact of such an
Association existing in our midst will be
thoraughly understnod and that ev. rv
legitimate steng will be taken tocounter-
aat its avil influences. We are told that
the P.P.A. is an offgpring of the * Equa!
Rights” movements; it may be so, or
it may not. We have no doubt as 1o
Mr. Dalton McCurthy’s capabiiity of
getting such a movement on foot. Iis
principles harmonizs with those of the
#Equal Rights” party. “ Eqnal Rights
for me and mine; but when your share
is in qestion it is understood to be nil”
Fair play and equal rights towards every
- ons, except a Catholic, Thesa are mere

after-proucts of the Iamons Jaws of the
“Pale’ But whether this P.P.A. estab-
lishment is a twin brother of the Equal
Rights movement, or not, we most posi-
tively olj-ct to is being called Protes
tant. They might siyle it a *Partially
Prutestant Associativn,” but beyond thay
we claim the orzanizzrs of the infamous
faction have no rignt to go. We
bave spent the greater portion of
our life in relations, business and
otherwise,~more orl.es intimate—with
Protestants. We have lived with Pro-
testant neighbors ever since childhood:
" we bave had business relations, mocial

intercourse. and even political dealings

with Protestants of different denomina.

tions. We have learned to know, tore

lpect., to admire, to honor. numbers of
our non-Cathclic fellow-cmzens. They
may differ {rom us upon the great fun:
damental doctrines of our Faith; but
we. hu.ve found in them. & apirit of Chna

' tlan charuy thab certamly dictales “to
glq unt.o others'ag’ you would have others’

do unto you.” :We have bad friends in
itferent prufeaglons, and “in*'the
my walks: cf qqmmerml hfq, upon

:Iu this case

whose honeaty, uncenl.y, genérosity
and absence of any prejndice we
could depend our lives; and these men
weére Anglicans, Methodists, Presby-
terians, Baptists and members of other
secls, We have known some of these
men to vote for a Catholic against a
Protestant; others of them (o hire a
Catholic in preference to a Protestant,
whbea the latter had no better claim to
the position than hia Protestantism. In
fine, we do not and we cannot bglieve
that our Protestant fellow-citizens are
ready (o stand responsible for the-evil
apirit of the P.P.A. We may differ on
the principles of our Faith; we may
kneel in different temples and offer up
our prayers in varied forms; but we
bave all learned the great and Christ-
given precept, “love one another.”
From out the volume of Holy Writ the
honest minded, true-souled Protestants
of to-day, draw lessons of Christian per-
fection timt, if only put into practice,
would suflice to banieh much of the dis-
cord that reigns in the world. Tor
these r-asons we emphatically object to
an Association with euch narrowness of
soul and such meanness of epirit, cal ing
itself Protestant. 1We mean by this that
we do not helieve in having Protcslant-
ism—as a whole—saddled with the bigo-
try, intolerance, vileners, wickedness,
and un-Canadiap, un-Christian methods
of vhis hydra.

However, there is one conanlati~n, and
it is A great one; we have no fear for the
Catholic Church. All the damsage that
these bigots can perpetrate is 1o make
the way of life more troublesome fur a
few honest Catholics. Perhaps a nnm-
ber of deserving employees may suffer
in consequence of this organizd hostility
t0 every person connected with our
church. Butevenlikethe Knownothing-
ism, the A.P. Aism and other ¢imilaxr
spasmodic outburts of irrational bigatry.
this P. P. A. will die a natural death,
strangled by the cord that its own fingers
ire twisting. Still it is to be regretted
that the morster ever were permitted to
make an appearance in Canada. We
cannut afford to be disturbed by fanatic-
ism of this kind. If we cannot all agree
upon the principles of Faith that are to
guide our lives, at least let us remember
that we all adore the same God, and the
same God has commanded us sl to love
eaoch other, We have need of broad
Christian cbarnity, and of inter-racial
respect, Living in a land where the
children of diffvrent races are destined to
walk side by eide along the way of life,
wod where the adherents of different
creeds are pluced in contagt wich each
other, year in and year out, we have no
room for the P. P. A, and we trust that
Proteslanta and Cutholtes will juin hands
to overthrow the giant of politizo-reli-
gious iniquity.

Semeagum——

THE DEVIL vs. THE CHURQH.

When we last touched upon this sub-
ject we referred to the struggle between
the Devil and God, a struggle that com-
menced in Heaven, that continued in
the gardén of Eden over the soul of man
and that resulted in the defeat of Satan.
Wae traced the battle between good and
evil, from Craation down to the com-
mencement of Redemption, We have
now reached the foundation of the
Cburch of Christ, and, as we pointed out
in & pravious artiole, the Devil deter-
mined to revenge. himself against Gud,
by using every means in his power to
overthrow the Ohurch of God's Oaly

‘Son. At present we are dealing with the

question of the Dovil versus the Church;

later on we w:ll ﬁnd a vast field in the"

subjeot of Lhe Ohuitoh veraue the Devil,
is & szruggle for nuprc-

;xmwy and tha Damon wul lem no amne 1

unturned, whereby he might fruitrate
the designs of God and blaat the work of
tedemption. In order to be more aya-
tematic in our hurried study of this
great warfare, we will have to divide the
subject under several heads. . In order
to do o, we will consider the different
means or instruments used by Satan in
his constant attacks upon the Church.
They were : 1st The power and halred
of the early Pugans; 20d the jealousy
and the enmily of the schismatics anid
infidels ; 8rd the fury of the Muhome-
tans; 4ith the tidal-wave of rebellion
call the Refurmation ; Sth the influence
and operations of the Secret Societies.
These are the five principal weapons
used by the Devil in all that increasing
struggle of nineteen centuries, and it
will be for ns to show how the Church
has ever triumphed, d:epite all the ef-
forts of Hell, and how the words of
Christ have been fulfiiled—fcr e pro-
mised that the gates of Hell would never
prevail against His own institution,

Christ established His Chureh; IIe
gave to St. Peter the “ keys of the king-
dom of Heaven;” 1lle appointed Bt,
Peter the head and chief of His apostles
and ILis viesr upon enrth. The earthly
miesion of the Sor of God being aceom®
plished, Ile nscended into Heaven,
leaving behind HMim an establishment
fully equipped to do the work of sulva.
tion for all future ages, e sent the
ITely Ghost. to inspire and to illuminate
the Charch, and in the fires of pentecost
the apostles 1eceived the gifts of wiedom,
knowledge, languages and sli the powers
necersary (nthe accomplishment of their
mission. “ Go forth,” ITe said to then.
“and preach to all natious, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, ard of the IIoly Ghist.” Armed
with this mandate the apoeiles went
forth in c¢very dir clion. Under the
divine influence of this command the
converted Saul, having become the
Chrirtian Paul, stopped in at Athens,
and from the IIiil of Mars proclaimed
the glories of the *“unknown Gl
whose altar alrendy awaited him. Under
the same ingpiration a barelooted orien-
tal pilgrim, with stall in hand and ernes
on breast, came along the Appian Way,
pagsed benenth the triumphal arch of
the Cxsars, lingered 'neath the shadow
of the goldex palace, and finally stood in
the center of pagan Rome. His name
was Poler; he was once a lowly fisher-
man over in Galilee ; he was tLransformed
into the envoy of God, the apostls of a
new faith. He had come there to over-
throw the altars of paganism, to shatter
the idols of the empire, to smash the
thrones of the Cmsars, to disband the
conquering legions, and to set up a
standard that would wave in triumph
abovethe seven hills, long centuries alter
the eagles of ancient and imperial Rome
would have ceased to ilap their conguer-
ing winge.

But the task before him was no eary
one. - We can imagine bhow unequal the
struggle muset be, when on one side are
arrayed all the power, wealth, influence,
interest, passions, jealousy, hatred and
pride of Pagan Rume, and on the other
are collected & handful of devoted but,
humanly speaking,powerless followers of
One who appeared in the far away East,
in an obsoure Province of that great
Empire. From s worldly standpoint, it
requiréd no prophet to foretel the ulli-
mate failure of Peter and his score of
followers, But the world did not' cal-
c.late the Qainipotence of the One who
had sent him; and chesequel wis to be
lar other t.ha.n might then have been
expected. . The Christian envoys- wete

met with sword and fire; and yet they

mult.lplled in ‘nuibers and in fervor,

They were, hunted like wild beasts mm:.
the cny i and they eaca,ped and mll,._

multiplied. -They were condemned by
epecial imperial adiots, and &' the power -
and machinery of the law were turned -

againat them; yet still they multiplied.-
By hundreds, and then by thousands

they were slain; and yet they mnlti.
plied. The trumpels of persecution

awakened the echors of theseven hilla

and resounded along the Tiber; and still
they mulliplied. Tho fires of martymw
dom blaged upon tha batilements and in

the public place of Romo; and yet thcy
multiplied. Hundreds of Christinrs
were flung to the wild henstz in the
blood-stained arena of the Flavium

Amphitheatre; and despite a'l thoy
multiplied, Down iu the city of the
desad, in the winding labyrinth of the

Catacomba, beneath the walls of the

capital, in the refuge of wild beast and of

criminal, they met, held vouneil studied

the glorious mysteries ¢f a True Faith,

and escaped, s8 much as josille, the

sword of Lhe destroyere; and ¢ven there

they multiplied. It was apparently an

uneven stait; the D.vil seemed to have

bad all the advaniage from i3 very bes

ginning; but still the Church lad the

Word of Christ and ibe promise thas -
the “ Gates of Hell should not prevail
against her.”

8t Paul came to Rorre; he was bes
headed. St. Peter ¢ams to Rceme; b
was crucified. Successnrs were appoints
ed to these who perishedd, and In turn
each succeszor porished and leii » place
for a fresh sppoiniment. And gll the
time the Catechumens bLecame duily
more pumerous ; Clristians mnitiplicd g
the Church was hecoming firmly catale
lished. The Devil made the best use of
all the impliments at hia comman? §3
strangle the infint Church in ilev yp
cradle. But, as in 1he past, 8o even huie
again was he destined to failnre,

Itwas in vain that rock and wheel
and axe and sword, were bronght into
use ; nothing coull prevent the onward
and upward march of the Chareh; nothe
ing cor Il #ave frrm inevitable ruin the
giant Empire that faild to accept the
envnys of Curist and that turned a deaf
ear {0 the fiest plendings of Christiani‘y,
The failure of the Devil, in thiv hiy Brat
grand attempt io destriy the Church, s
clearly wiitten in history. [t is easy to
mark the increase of Christian irflucnee -
and the decline of pagan pnwer. The
great Empire eventually sbiv.red and
rocked on its basie, finally it became
aplit into East and West, The phantem
of an Empire hovered nver the Eaat;
the West, shattered by Hun ard Vandal,
ravaged by Goth and Ostrogoth, tobtered
to its ruin.

Meanwhile, forth from thedark caverns
of the Catacombs came the light of
Christianity ; it penetrated the graves
where the pergan priests taught the.
mysticism of the stars; it touched the-
monuments of centurics aud crowned
those steried works of a burried lime
with the chastening light of heaven; it
touched the harper’s soul and wedded:
his song to truth, and it Hzehed upon t.l'c
clozds of paganism and transformed the -
whole tky of ages with a glory nevivbes.
fure secen by the eyes of man, The cross .
that was the sign of death, in the daya
of the Roman Cie3ars, hus been planted
upon the dome of St, Peter's, and that |
masterpiece of Angelo’s genius lifte lngh

10 beaven the imperishable emblem of :

salvation., And from beneath - the
shadow of that cross the direct successor.
of 8t. Peter aits as Vicar of Curist npon a g
seat that all el could never ihake, snd
issues his infallible mandates from tho
down-fallen throne of the” dea.i Cna-a ”
In the firsi strogels with the Chu:oh
Devil was oé’nquczed : 3

All eornspondn noe for fue rl.ua Wl:rmu
business and otherwise, 10 w3 dr& i
J. K. Fou-:. Eiditor. o




