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t | to.you,” eald the Kesper.  #Do you:think'the |...The soldiers and. spectators, surprised ang
pretiy boy-fs o paschal’lamb .- Be killed his | even'fouched for an iostant by Sabine's g
fathér, and you want to.prevent.-him fighting | péarance, soon afscovered that these fami]
the Versaillists, It's not-justZ.. .| sffaird"were interfering with the justice of the
Far from adding to Xavier's desire for | people. ‘ , ‘
liberty, 8o strong & momeut before, these ‘The word of command was given, the bang
“words filled him with horror.” : of Communists began to move. Sabine
- 1My boy;*eaid Sulpice, #if -you go down| rundely - snatched “from - heér rother's - nrmg'
into the street and fight bshind one of those | 1al} upon the ground. The abbe bent towardg'
barricades, no one wiill belleve in your inuo- | Xavief, T ‘
cence. There remalns a meansof provingit | <8ave her,” he cried, I commavd vou
to the world : - prefer- death” te dlehonor and |- Xavler - hastily-sefzed the -Jirostrate fo
even your accueerd can no longer deem you | and disappeared. in the crowd, while the Com.

capable of such a'crime. Your reliabllitation | miunists with thelr victims passed on towardg

victime; but 'of a subligie, law 'daHed-duty ;
bt I much prefer to su gpg:glio'bolzzroeg )
N e i1 | £0.desplise dulpice.y I love:Benediot with-m
Rer erm, advanced pale and anxions. s " | €0.desp love oe I
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h-ought' two wounded mep, 'aq old and a | busband. ¥et I found the cour;g:otomgr?;z.
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Joung glil npproacted with o fne 8POYES | ker brothdr, and thla-was another thorn in |  #Where's the aceuser?” asked he of one of
ing . was  1bBTAIbIe, foe. her sorely tortured heart, 00D, however, thoe soldiers:

sbe had the congolation on seelng & ‘favorable |+ “Accuser? thers is- nove.

breathing , was {oaudible, and 1t almoat
asapiod *i ‘that. his'. heart had ceased ondition. - The woand | farce. Hels ' calotin®—s pricst.

ey |Vothér:trophy to- your-God. ’Batlyou forget.
4 1bst your Master abhors human sacrifices;
hile'you offer me up to a chimera of dufy.”
;¥ oul are mistaken,” satd Bulplce gently.
# I did not. force myselt upon you .even for
the sake of your goul, I sm a prisoner ke

youraelf.” -

Hflgor. - A young girl dressedvinblackexcept
for a white nurse’s apron and &ied cross on

i

‘the Madeleine, and all who represent rellgion
and justice.” - c co
: + Bot you will get out of here?” ..
' Yes, todle,” aald Sulpics.

All thatis a
A patriot

'- ¢ in Benedict’s ] e _cd : ! ! ¢ | Lk g

% best. The joung hures gently | change ln d. and .that upon the | bes & tight to condemn the oppressors of the| It is horrible1” cried Xavier. : i8 in your own-hands, .Btay with me. let|the Boulevard des”Awandiers,
Matbed: the wound upon the fore- | In the breast was closed, audl ¢ > the captatn is coming.” ‘#No: I swear to you, my brother,” said |us die together. Better such adeath than a K ‘ R a
P ‘ iy forehead, though taking' fonger to heu, | people. Eowever, the capt ; i oot den y Jife of dishonor. Beeldes, you may be ocer- CHAPTER XVI,

Sulplce, I would meet death wiilingly, if
ouly I rould firet reconcile you with Godjaund
téach you resignation.” = - -
« Reslgnation.” crled Xavler, « when I am
Innocgnt I” . :
. #Qf what crime have I been gullty ?” asked
Snlpice, Xavler was silent.. A struggle wa

The oaptain sald a few words In & low
volce'to the-commandant ; the latter gavethe
-gignal, and the priést: was:entrounded, sefzed
‘and throwa into a oell, whence they bad that
mornlog released e criminal. Three days
‘pasged before his examination took place. At .

of the war, the supethuman stiuggles at the'end of that time the Abbe Fomereul was

head, saparated the balr, and wasked away the
dzendfal clotse of blood ; the face wa3 once
mmere visible, though disfigured and pallid,
and with ologed eyes. The girl paused fn
mer task and trembled, drew back with dilated
mgee, and cried out in'a tone of hoiror,

T a BulplceiSnlxilcﬁ,,‘it 1z Benedict whom you

taib, Xavier, that God, wao never leaves a
good action unrewarded, will permit that it
your life be not saved, at least. your memory
will be cleared of the terrible stain that rests
uponyou. Inthis supreme hotr draw near to
the brother and theprieat. I must be firm, for

cauged him no anxlety. . . - S
. Sometimea he had latervals: of consclouns-

ness, There had been, in fact, 2o concus-
slon of the bratn. . The delirium of pain, the
excitement of the .1ife he had recently, led,
the great mental shocxs of the varlous phases

JRAN MAQHU,

It had sefzed its prey at lapt, that ferociong
beast called ¢ the peopls'of.Parls,” which day.
ing eighty years has made such violent effortg
to become supreme master of France. It
howled, it fairly shrieked for joy,to sve in its

bave bronght to me dyingl” . .. - o i all & . greater’ akisre in |:taken ont, jaeréd at, insulted and mocked,by | gojng on in bis mind. . | God 1e in my heart, and if you waver I WLl | [ qer ghe two olasses'of mi
Her courage ' -and - hor  besrt failed Bugsaval, had ‘all a ‘muoh: greater. st '|.a crowd of ruffians ;rea;rlng the red gash; and g Wiﬂé his brother was- at liberty. he had | b8 here to sapport you.Itst:{ ﬁ s:;‘:c : (:::tr: Sper. t in malntainin; pea!:::!:; ;’hogs:ogv:m ::.:

>3 8'th en his terrible |.
5;:;;‘;1:13 lg‘lz:‘;‘l}:if::m:: a alowly, but |led through various corridors till be came to
~hen he undsrstood what was passtog about | the tribunal of go-calied justice, = Bigaut
£|m|. he kpew that he was with Sabine and | ralsed hia bhead; hearlng a knock' at“the door,

will be martyrdom! :
fault, and by the baptism of blood you. wili
b+ restored to your primal innocence. Btay,
ZXavier, for the expiation of paet sins to pur-

‘the priest, who educates chiidren to virine,
and the gendarme, belonging to that picked
-body of eoldlers, sworn to carry out the law
even at the expense of thelr llves,

cherished 8 sullen hatred agalpst him.. But
goeing him now a prisoner, condemned to al-
most certaln snd speedy: death, his resent-

ber &t ‘omce, ‘She. was but. & woman,
and she forgot’ that she wus just then
the only nurse in the house. A word from

Bulploe recalled her to her misslon. - - g , - contributed .to his |-a0d gave orders that the prisonershoild be |y ent melted away

«@od 14 witoess,” sald he, +that I did ot Sulpice, ' his happlaess "pot - ‘brought in N R 1 - . . " chass heaven.” . ‘
; g ‘ : : nre, The dootor warned Babine not to de- J'broug . . ) | «Takeheed of what I ssy, brother,” sald | C!2 . . ' Traly, witnessing the unreascnable hatx
'seoogniz s him when I ralged him in my arme :rlve -him of hope, declating that a violent| 1t would bé bard for any one that had not} gy1p1ce; « be assured whatever the Lord does | . Sulplce knelt at his brother's feet,” With evinced by these wretobes against men Who:':

streaming eyes and voloe choked with emo-
tion he implored him thus. 'He offered to
God his fature guftcrings a8 the price of this
soul doubly dear snd doubly sacred in bis
oyes, and o ardent was his prayer, 8o eloqu~
ent bis tears that Xavler's hardened heart
wag softensd, and knesling In Etis turn be
ralsed bie brothers crucifix to his lips.
Thenceforth he heard neither muskstry, nor
grpans of the condemned, nor the ehouts of
the soldlers. Absorbed in bis new thoughts,
occupled wifh the remembrance of the speedy
death that awsited them, ho threw himseelf
with one great sob into the arma of the
brother whom he had so cruelly misunder-
stood.

. The night was spent by the two brothars
in discussing thelr approaching desth.
Ever and anon keepers rushing through the
paisages orled omt that the Rus Royale
ned been completely destroyed by fire, that
the public granaries and the theatre at 8%,
Mastin’s Gate were in flames,

uAlas 1" thought the brothers, sour ﬁellver-
ers, the soldlers of the army, ‘will come too

seon this wretoh, who held In his band the
* Hives of the hostages, to form .any idea of his
face; the' gharp features, the vulture-like
-profile, the thin lips parting over the white
‘tooth, the oruel and tiger-ltke expressionm,
made up a repuleive whole, Which once seen
was not easlly forgotten. His very counten-
ance breatbed that gal}, venom, and bitter-
ness which made bhim condemn the jastto
death in mere hatred of virtue,
* 'When Balpice was thrast Into the presence
of Baoul Rigaut, the latter asked :
1 Your name and age ?”
. «My name, BSulpice Pomereul; my age
‘twenty-elght,” . .
' «Your profeseion 1"
«That of priest.”
«That I8 to say,” sneered Riganaui, “peddler
of indulgences, magses and absolations,whose
office it is to oppress and decselve the people.”
« Bather to bring them to respect dlvine
law first and human law af:erwards,” ssid Sal-
fce, - :
P « Bah! you teach them . to execrate us who
reprecent the law.” - .
- «No,” crled Bulplce, f:for you represent

only crime was the defence of justice againgt
injastice, ‘the preservation of the rights of
property, and even of humsn Iife, it was plain
that thelr sole object was Impunity to com-
mit every possivle misdeed,. snd wmore
especially those wortky of ¢apital punish.
ment.

"Oalm axd dignified the prisoners walked
among that furious crew. They, the goldiers
of duty, who had upheld ths bonor of the
Freuch flig on many a bard-fought fi-ld, and
wonr thelr crosses and medalg by wany a
wound. Yet they wera mnot ingensible to
tueir fate. Bitter anguish filled the hearts of
these bronzed and bearded gendarmes, at
thought of their wives and children left nn.
provided for and unprotected, and whom they
“were never to see agaiu. Besldes, this was
being led to execution 1like cattls to the
slaughter ; death would have had mo terror
for them on the field ; even yet their hearts
would have lesped for joy at the sounds of
battle. Bati to die at a street cormer, to be
shot down at the hands of rofians, seemed to
them too terrlble. They asked themeelves

om the fleld. . He'ls a.gueat whom God has
seat us. - Babine, forget everything else.”

Babine preesed Her brother’s hand,

u | will do my duty,” gaid she, * and if ovx
Lord thinks I have suffered enough He will
mve Benddict.” ) :

When -the doctor csme-next mornlng to
wislt *thio wonnded Le deciared the Colomsl's
wound 1o by slight, but pansiog befors Bone-
dict shook his heutd

4 Take good care of hi, Mudemoiselle, but
-in apy -case the pno: buy will look at you
‘many a‘day bsfora he sees you, and hear the
sound of your volece for long. before he un-
Asratands:- Do yon know him 7’ na];ed the
Phyeician.quickly. . co

« He:.was my father's pupil and my be-
tvothed, Benediot Fongerals.”

« Ah1” gald the doctor, ¥ art bhas dons its
share in this fatal war. Oaveller, tbe anthor
of + Ponelope,’ was killed ; Listoux s mortally
wouuded ; Vobert may never again handle the
brush, and Benedict Fougerals can only be
saved by a mirsole” - '

Bo ssying the dootor went away full:of

is well dons, and [ adore His hand in the
'puaishment no less than in the recompense.
Just now you can orly Bee theborrors of yonr
fate ; desth frightens you, your fl.sh trembles
at the thought, yon curse me and blaspheme
God. Yet 1f for one moement you could under-
gtand the ways of mercy, you would bo re-
signed as I am. Xavier, we have no longer
time to look back to regret departed joys.
Our oyes mus. become accustomed to the
darkness of the tomb ; our minds must learn
to fa~hom the mysteries of sternity, If ever
you beliaved thst I exsggerated my duty to
@God, to you or to myself, it you accuse me of
croelty and harshness towards yow, I beseech
vou ln tbis hour, when we are face to face
with death, to believe that I could neither be
false to God, to you nor to myself.. I offered
my life in exchange for yours,and I will bless
God If He degin to accept it as the price ot
your liberty.”

« My liberty 7" cried Xavier.

#Yes; a chance of liberty: may be nearer
than you think, The wretohes who hinder
the priest In the discharge of his duties will

shock might -be his death,’ and ‘Benediot,
finding her sokind and zeatle, began torope
everything for the future. Bulpice himself
brought’ Bonedlct as soon s¢ ho was able
héme to bls stndlo on the Baalevard de
Oliochy. Bsppo belng. scarcely euffictent to
provide for his muster’s wante, Sulpice found
a nurse for  bim a widow whose husband bad
fallen at Montrelont, Baving thus attended
to the walfare of his frlend, the priest began
to devote bimasl! ayain to his work at the
factory of Charenton. . The rich musk give
the example. The people had -suifured anc
bled, their wouuds must be staunched. Bit
it was the people themsslves who would not
dcoept the offered help. The cannon of
Montmartre was seizad ; the muskets des-
tined for the defence of - the country wWere
used in a genoral revolt. : :

" The canuon still boomed and fights were
fought, but it wae no longer solalers and
noble voluateers defanding the sacred soil of
thelr countrv. An army was, indeed encamped
outslde of Paris, besleged for the second tiwe |.
pbut Parls, mutilatéd and bleeding, had scarcely

grlef and emotion. - . : ) .
‘me to oonnt her ruin ; they wers inoreasing shortly have nesd of sll those who are ont- | late. . » what orime they had committed to merit

. ) OHAIHB Xy :“w day. - o A nelther law, bgcauao you Iack the necessary | |awaed by society. Very soon, now, in a few "T'he night passed in prayer, repontanceand | terrible a oh.gtngement. . %0

_YHE TWO BROTHEES .| 'The mob who fought in Parls, and defended ::r%:s,fhr ner justice, beoause you bave nobthe | days, I believe, they will throw open the Intorcbange gf effoctlon.  iice. Beooml “If X were alone In the world,” sald a

’ ! . | the capital against the regular army, were the | Tight. . prison doors.” avler had made the eactifice. ecomiog | gandarme to the Abbe Sulpice, * it would be

mluhin;’:fgrﬂlg:e:t :;:Emsﬁs h;:sb":;m.ﬁ e:g meliibgrs of Ehe Commune, thefr banner, s red | _* 8o you teach them to despige the Repub- | * uFor what purpose ?” tculy Christlan he was resigned. A portion gu onetoms. Iama Emﬁ,e,; tbat means I

gta. P llo? : “That yon may all be made doclle inatru- | of his brother's sublime courage passed into | have courage to face death. 1 am a Breton,

1ag, Inoiting them to eaocsllege and murder.
Ohutohes weresacked ; ruffians openly preacks
ed their doctrine of free love .in the Bacred
places. Wretohes abolished all religious
law, decreed the suppreeelon of worship, and
tore the diviae Figure from the crucifix,
Women wearipg red sashes, their hal: falling
{n a looge net upon their back, and a leathern
bag slung at thefr side, ran about among the
half-drunken populace, vomiting out terrlble
blasphemies, Often great wagons stopped
at the doors of churches, and presently
officers of the Commune, in costumes be~

his soul. From that {ime forth he judged
his past life with rigorous severity. His
awakened consclence showed him all
his faults, 'The - bitterness of his re.
morae might, indeed, have made him de-
spair had not Sulpice, crucifix in hand, re-
minded bim of the mercy ol God. That was
a holy vigil of tearsa and prayers, during
which thoss who were soon to die forgot
themselvea In prayers for thelr afiicted coun-

Bemediot himaelf. Her eyes were dimmed
writh tesra; sobg shook her frame ; her knees
hont under her; she fell prostrate, her face
niddep upon the bed. .

8olploe found her thus.

¢ Sabine,” he ssld, *the greater the duty
‘the more need of courage. . You should rather
‘#hank God that He permits yon to mnurse
-Bsnedict and perhaps gave his iiie.” These
wards roused the young glirl from her Jeth-
Mgy ; 8he recovered her composure, and with
& hasty bat fervent prayer for Benediot and

. #The Commune represents 'nelther gov-
ernment nor authority, nor even the popular
volce,” sald Balpice ; it 18 an-emissary of dis.
ordur, bloodsked ard anurchy.”
4 Do you know where such words must lead
you 7" asked Rigant. i

#To La Roguette, where you have Impri-
soned our archbishop,” sald Balplce.

# And from La Roquette 7"

#To the place of execntion,” answered the
Abbe Pomereul, composedly.
« D> you want to save your lifo?” gsked

therefore 1 have the taith ; but my wife is ill,
and my poor little ones are not even walking
yot. Who will take care of the widow and the
orphans? They wil be obilged to beg, and
if the news of my deatk should likewise kiil
the mother, public charlty wiil have to take
the children ag beggars, parlahe. It is ter:l-
ble, go terrlble that I am tempted to ask now,
when about to appear betore my Judge,
whether I can expect justioe ?’

“Yus, comrade, and more than joctice, ior,
if possible, mercy seema among ths aivine ak-

ments in the accomplishment of new
crimes.” :

Just then the shufliing of feet and the
clanking of ewords mingled with oaths and
imprecations were heard in the corridor with-
ont, and the list was called of a certain num-
ber of the condemned.

Doors were opened and closed, there wasa
sound of footsteps decending the stairs, and
all was etill agaln. Xavier shuddered and
Hulplee fell upon his knees. .

In a few minutes a sharp, irregular volley

ry. .
In the morniag Bulpice got p2per and pen.

“hergelf get about her task., After a time the Rigant . '
oga . | dizened with gold, and escorted by a band of gaat. of musketry resounded in the courtyard be- | He wrote a long letter to Babine, the martyrs’ | tributes, to precede all others, Yonr death

:::‘;gz?, ?'ﬁsbe -‘.,2 ot%::l: :ng'ﬁ';f,&’ ft;zf:,,' pliiagers, werge geon to emerge laden with] «I have no right to throw it away," eald } 10w, two or three plstol shots, and a shout of | grave and tender farewell to that beloved | will be ;epa!?i to your chlldren. (You speak
& 238 Op thele apolls. They had ransacked sanctuacy | Bulpioe uVive Ia Republique I’ slster. Having encournged her to hear this | of justice. It will be done. We fall to.day,

« Then fling your cassock to the doge,”
sald Rigsut ; « take a musket and fight with
the psopla for the sscred cause of libarty.”

o The libexty I sesk 18 mot of this world,”
sald Balpice ; “do a8 you like with me.”
Rigaut's tace lit up with eavage joy as he
gave the order,

«To La Roquette with the rest.”

Suiplce's face never changed, snd he sald
not a word, though there was a pang at his
heart. He thought of Sabine left alone, all
aloue in the world.

It was about seven o'clock.

Through streets crowded with National
Guard goldlers, infantry of the Commune, and
Vengetirs de Flourens, bis escort dragged him, |.
a sarget for the insults of the crowd. Women
spit upon him; his shoulders were bruised
with blows, and some even struck bim in the
face. Bat'he made no complaint and walked

new trial bravely, he advised her to Lecome
Benedict Fougeraiy’ wife. These last thoughts
given to each the priest turned entirely to
God. Without the tumult increased eovery
moment. The Sqoare de la Roquetfe was
filled with a howling multitade, Thney en.
nounced the progreas made by the Versall-
1ists, curaing them the while. Tha brethren
had taken shelter abont the gaillotine and in
cemeterles ; diiven from the last barricades
they could find no other asylum than Pere In
Ohslse,

The populace, which hsd witpessed the
murder of the archbishop, crled oat for new
blood iike the wild beaste in a menagerie, In
the humiliation of thelr ignominious defeat
the leaders of the Commune resolved that
blood ghaquld fiow as long as their moment of
power lasted.

melves upon Babline, he knew her not. Fever
4ad get in, and in his delirlum he went cver
all the detalls of that terrible struggle. He
was gentle and docile as an infant, however.
He even smiled and sesmed gratefut for the
wcare of which he vaguely felt he was the
oebject, but he was not consclous of the pre-
sence of his bethrothed, and in his wander-
fmgs epoke of some one whom he called
Babine, but so vaguely that it was d!fficult to
dhstinguish whether he had his own Sablne in
mind, or the danghter of Erwin de Steip.
bach. Daysand nights pagsed and stfll 8sbine
Pperformed her manifold duties, setting aslde
Aer own consuming griof, As often a8 pessible
-she tonnd time to vikit the hapless Xavierat
the pricon of Roquette. His heat was not
yet goftened by his capiivity. The senience
whioh had fallen on him, despite his innn-

but cur murderers bive more to faar than we.
Martyrs in a holy canse, we are aure of an
eternity purchased by our death, but what
have these poor wretchea to expeot? Cove
ered with the blood they have shed, tracked
like wild beasts, despair ia thelr hearts and
blaspbemy on their lips, they will dle
curslng thelr fellow bsings; or they
who sorvive will dearly expiate by n life of
anguish the murdera of to-day As to your
children, be asenred there aro many noble
souls who wlll be toucked by their helpless
state, and in the name of the Master I serve,
Idare to promise you protection for them.”

Whilet they spoke thus their little group
had paesed on to the Bonlevard des Aman-
diers, through the Rue de Parls, and along
the Boulevard des Couronues.

Meanwhile the drams and clarionets per-

# Xavier,” said Bulpice, selzing hia brother
again by both hands, ¢“martyre have just
tallen, our turn may £oon come. I swear to
yecu by our dear mother, by my vows, by my
own goul, that we must prepare to die, and to
die ag Christlans. Xavler, I know you would
find it hard to lay bare your coneclence to a
strange priest. But to me, poor boy, what
csn you tell that 1 do not already know, and
am not already prepared to excuse? It 18 not
alone the minister of God who questions you,
but your frlend, your brother, who upon the
verge of the grave ashs i{f you have ever
known real happiness 2"

«No," aald Xavler, shaking his head.

aFor each lmperfect joy dld you not find a
hundred vexations? The cup ofrevelry con-
talned ite drops of gall, the sinful pleasures
produced weariness and satlety. In valn yon

and sacristy, emptied the cupboarde and
geized a rich booty.

The reign of liberty began by prosorip.
tions. Blood flowed on the strects. Gene-
rale were shot in the ocormers of obromre
gardens, Men who had wrltten volomes
agalnst capital ponishment to soreen mis-
creants from the consequences of their crime
unrelentlogly put to doath whomsoever they
auspegted ot being opposed to thelr destres or
thelr vengeance, Mapy were forced into the
gervics of these brigauds, Night and day
the Vengeurs of the Oommune searchec
houses and dragged thence young men and
old, forcing them &t the bayonets
point to serve inm their ranks. The Rouge
journals invented a langusge conelsting of
oaths and blagphemy, Terror was mingled
with disgust, snd horror sorpassed even

ovpuce, did pot lead him contrite to the foot
‘o the Orosa, Ougrsiug the injastice of men,
e likewiee cursed what he called the injus-
thes of God.

The chaplain of the prison valoly tiisd to
wulm and oconsole him. The very slght of a
carsnck aroused his anger. In his hatred for
“Bulpice be included all - who wore the sswe
‘diess, and spoke to bim of the same Bavlour,
¥oo bad a Oatholic to understand the dread
mystery which ensbreude Coufession, be
-weuld faln have bad his brother betray his
-gecret, forgettlng that he had doubted a hun-
Mred times ot the absolute secrecy of priests.

Babine’s visits calmed - him: for the moment,
“but these brief jnterlndes were usnally embit-
~tered by the recollectlon of Sulples. He
“Apeured out all his venom and bitterness, ‘and
thé pocr girl 1elt powerless to cousole him.
*¥Far from calllng religion to bis atd, he dwelt
~forever on the recoliections of s vanished
“past. Now be wus st a gumbliny table with
it heaps of bunkuotes or ; lies of glittering
“pold ; apain he was at some loxnrlcus beard,
" at a thestrieal performance, or ilstening from
“hia ‘stell t0o the Impassiored strains of
+~Don Glovanal, Favorita ‘or La Joive,
‘Overcome by these memorier, and contrast.
“mg the past with his present state, he began
10 think «{ sulcide, - He hesitated, bowever,
“mot through spy greatnoes of soui or faith 1n
*4od,- but for feat ol physical enflerfng, of
“which he bad an‘inordinate droad. Besides,
Alers was ro hurry. As long as theyleft him
~at Reguette life ‘was endurable. - But he re-
golved that the momant they spoke of
“JWéw " Oaledonia 'he'” would manage to de-
-kroy-himself, even If be had to dash out. his
“Wralng’ agalnet the wall. - Daring the bloody

~relgn of the Commune Xavier's condition was
"mrmeliorated. ' The new''keepers were indul-
-gent - to - crlminals, and showed more
~oonsideration for murderers than - for
~priéité dragged {rom'the churches, They
“felt thut-at peed thay could depsnd upon

“#hiosd:whom the law had cobdemaed- As they ]

had nothing to lose, not even }ifa, for it was
wander sebterce, they wodld be heturaliy ready
_or any atrocity, and in'Ferre, d'Ucbaln and
+:thelr mocomplices were found ‘the last refoge

>efcut throate; ' Itiv trus that Xavier, Tow &i |,

- he-bad {allen, and hsrdened &8 hisjadges had .
made him appear, would'have shronk from
«crimp of -apy sort ;“hut. ‘in-times of anarcby
Ahers is always hope, aud the young mnn ssw

. Mberty:in bloodehed, excens aud sacrilege.

‘w1 fBgbine told him all ‘that had occurred on

4hb night of the. battie” of Bugenval; des-.

,01ibey. Benedlot Fougerais brought in covered

J.with biood and dylog, and: herself .approach-'

_Aup bis bed Like » Blster'ef Oharity, ..

‘terror. Street boys oariied about hideous
plotures, accompanied with indecent songa
or dialogues, in which the dead whose
remaing had been profaned were made
‘to besr o part. The convents were thrown
open, under pretence of liberating the nuns,
and the holy mystery, enshrouding thelr
snsterities and discipline, cxposed to the
vulgar view. Novices and professed eisters
werenlike driven into the strests, at the same
time that clvil marrlage was proolatmed suffi.
cient, and divorce meode legal.

Yot all these horrors, thece blasphemies,

these profanatlone, thess legulizad thefts, this
persecution, and the insane ravinge of the
wretched rags they called their newspapers,
did not sufice fur tho Communiats. The
hatred of religlon produced hatred of Its re.
oresentatives. Blood oould net flow fast
enough for thelr desires. They would fain
have had speedier and more frequent exuca-
tions. Hostsges were taken who were
choeen primelpully from amongat the clergy
and msglsirates, Priests, boih sscular aud
religloue, ‘were brought before the tribnual o1
the Commune. To the great honor of the
Parialan clergy it must be said that they rose
at once to the helght of persecution and
martyrdom. ‘They remnined at their poat
they contlnued to celebrate the divine office,
axd to exposo themaslves to death at the
foot of thore altars protansd by the ruffian
soldiers’of the Oommune. They continued {o
visit the sick, teach the chlldren, and every
priest in Parls, deeming himself no grester
than his Maater, hourly expected to sbare the
fate of the archblshop, then a prisoner at
Mazas, . . L
" Bobine had not.- a. moment's rest. Bhe
was 1In ‘constant fear for ~Sulploe’s
Iifa or Uberty, for "the young priest
would not even yleld so fur to the Commuone
g to wear secular clotheg.’ . He continued as
usnal to officiata ut the ohuroh, and desming
hithsolt: sowarthy “the grace of martyrdom,
was_rendy to meet it if‘'Deceseary.  Lsté one
evsuing, ad, he wae passing » Communist
po:t, & drunken sentry Buddenly barred his
paszago, | . e
« Citizeon,” sald he, ‘your paespory,
.. &1 am a resfdent of Purs,” erid Sulploe,
-miléiy. ; e
.4 That's nothlag
_3our paegport,”
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- %80 yon. do-uot.oarry,them about you,” sald
‘the-wretah, " HAll right, I wiil eign your puss-
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g;q'g you sll the papera you re-

on firmly, with head erect, praying inwardly
for his pergecutors. They forced him to make
a real Way of the Cross, for they stopped at
every barrioade and tavern, fraternizing
with other ruffiame, and drinkisg to  the
gafety of the Republio, tlll, becoming
more and more intoxicated, they
grew more aud more bratal to their hapless
prisoner. He had eaten nothing eince morn-
ing. His head awam and his limbg trembled,
but he concealed every sign of this involan-
tary weakness from his captors, lest they
ghould attribute it to cownrdice. At length
they reached the gloomy emtrance to Ls
Boquette. - Sulplce, beholdiegits high walls,

in the waltlng-room for an Xonf, and mean-
while the list was calied to make. gure of the
identity of each prisoner, : )

«Where are they to bo put?* asked the
head turnkey. L

The goveraor shook his head.

¢ We have no place,” sald he.

However, atter a whispered consultation
with the heed turnkey, he ordered them to
be conveyed to the fourth divlsion,

w And” sald he, «to give this bird of ill
omei sn oppostunity of plyiog his craft, put
him in. cefl No.:8. Its tecaat ia eo fond of
priests he will eat bim up.” : B

« Always. fond of your joke,” said the turn.
keoy, - amiling complacently at the goveruor.

'he under turnkey rattled his keys and
bade Sulpice follow him. It 'had grown
dark, -there was no llgh$ In the: halls; the
kegper ¢ a small lamp aod led, SulPI_oa
‘through ‘long ocorridets, regularly divided
into cells. - ‘Paunsing.at No.- 8 the. turnkey
selectad a large, key from the bunch, and
openini tbe door, orted out, In & hoatse volca,
+ 4Comrade, here’s -company - for you., If
you're tronbled with remorse you oan unbur-
den your congcience,” o ' '
: With u malicious
0. '

* Bulpioe remstned just inslde the cell, whiqh,‘-
wis coppletely datk. . He conld only catoh &’
glimpae .of a 6traw’ pdllet whetetn was.

lu..ug"h" he shat’ ﬁiﬁpico'ﬁ

.| 'stretched a motionless figure. - The tensnt of;

tho,¢oll sose as the ddor olosed, and sitting
‘on the side.of the bed, tried to dlstizgulsh the’
]

tacwof kiis companion im captlvity, - !
' d'Wrbin what'the keaper- eald,”” he begen,’
« 1 suppose yoi.to bs one of the hostages.,
Let me hoge, slr, that you will havo the good
taste. to-leave o In peace durlpg the time
'yon share. my aparbment, Half:-of this couch

eought new excitement tor heart and mind.
The vold remained in the hesrt, and the

koowing not that beauty ever sncient and
ever new of which 8t. Augustine apsaks, you

and crucified my {lagh ; yet, amld ail these
privations, my heart ofton leaped for joy, and |
I praised God with hymns of thanksgiving.’

resting them upon his hnees.

oftered up hia ife in advance. Ila was kept minrd and bedy to evil usss 77 said Sulplce.

tinuzd Sulpice  bave loaded you with shame

ug?

they are upon our track, but we are not con~

"o deristvd epithet in alluslon to the skull-oap;
gometimes yorn by priests, ~ AT

quered yet, We will defend the Rapublio to .

waarinees In the spirit.”

uIt ia troe,” mu:mured Xavier,

#Yon offered incense before overy fdol that
the world adores. You eought for love, but,

did not find even its pals reflection. You
pitled me because I lived in poverly, fasted

«Ah!” cried Xavler, clesping his hands and
t.0h, do you not regret having turned your

+Ye3" sald Xavler, # but now my soul
seems desd within me.” ;
# Men, judglng yom by your faults,” eon~

and obloqay, and the Lord has permifted if,
becnuse wealth and prosperity kept you away
from Him, Now He cails you. He Eknows
how gevere 18 your frial. He bimself, though
innocent, sahmitted to the false judgment of
men. If you will only raiee supplicating
hands to Him He will save you, acd grant
you_ for Inconceivable time ths kapplaess
which the world prcmisea indeed, but is
powerlesa to glve.” - .
- +Agalu there was a clamor in the hall, and
Xnvier could distingaish the words, . -

uParla is in flames! Thae bulldings of the
Minlster: of ¥'inance, the Leglon of Honor,
and the whole of “‘the Rde de Lille and the
‘Tulleries are burning,” . - . )

10, God!” cried Sulplce, “have you foreaken

" Innumerable voices took ump the refrain.
#The Veraaililets ninst ind Paris u henp of
ashes, To 'work; all good-patriota! Let ns
put a bullet Inthe hostages, avd set free all
who will take up arms for the cauee of the
people” o e : K
... The rattling of keys was heard and shouts
of joy ‘from the prisoners. Prasyntly a crew
of thisves, murderers -and ruflians of every
description wers let loose to take thelr part
In the humon sactifices, and rovenge them.
gelver upon pociety: which had so 1ately con-
demued thsm. - Xavler's door, like the. rsst,
was thrown open and a keoper cffered him a
musket, . : '

- s0ome, here's n chance for you,” he sald.
(]t's bétter to get a bullet put through you
than to walt for OCharlot's knile. : The
Yerenlllists . have taken ‘the -half of Poris;

alm_oet cegggd to baat. She"*m'nge a violent

‘Some were killed in the last struggle, fall.
Ing among the heaps of corpses which they
had made; others assumed female garments,
hoplng in this disguise to escape In the
general disorder that was certaln to foliow
tte tsking of the onpital by the
Versallllets, Whilst - one portlon of
Purls hatled the tri-colored flag as the sym-
bo! of order and gecurity, the red flag ot the
Oommune &till waved over other parts of the

‘clty. The oppression of which ths Oom-

munists - accused- thelr foes was practiged a
hurdredfold by themselves. Incendlary fires
and a final list of crimes marked the fall of a
power which had only existed to commit
murders, For the gecond time that day the

"turnkeys cams up, accompanied by an officer

of the Commune, who read 'ont the st of
condemned prisoners. As they promounced
each nume 1ts owner advanced, saying, * Pre.

‘gent.”

They were nll priests or gendarmes. The
one saw the approach of thelr fate wich boly
snthusiasm, the other with manly fortitude,
The soldlers hurriedly whispered a corfession
of their chlef fanits ; the prlests gave them ab-
rolution and embraced them, nNulploe and
Xavier appeated arm in arm, A murmur of
astonishment and pity passed through the
group of the condemned.

The Abbe 8ulpice, pale as marble, his brow
still marked by the red scar; sesmed ripe for
martyrdom. Many of the speotators had rea-
gon to kpow his generosity und benevolence.
Even among the Communiats some few felt a
sort of painfal surprise af his condemnntion;
but the greater number were filled with guvage
Joy, und clapped their hands in.triomph, At
this'moment a treatblezs, panting girl rushed
through the crowd and threw her arms about
Sulpice. 1t was Sablne, who, seeing that her
brother did tiot appear, and aware that the ar-
rests were atill continuing, bad rnehed from
priron to prison till she cimato La Roguette.
She vainly bewgsd to sre her :brothers, and,
brutslly refased, bad spaht the night, apite of
tertor and fatigue, outside an adjoining shop.
Bke never lost elght'of tho prison door,sc that
if' :her brothers ~ were brought out
she must see them' once more. In the morn.
iog, ehe guestioned every passer-by. They
were- oll’ in eXpottation of o new execution,
and Sabine felt hope dle in her.own breast,
Ounly one comfort remalned : to recsive Sil=
plce’s last blessing as ‘he passed to the place

of exeoution. - She was foroed.by the orowd

up against the wall, where she awaited the
appearsnce of the condemned.. When the
pricon door grated on.1its hinges  her -heart

formed a gort of triumphal marob, often
drowned by the singing of the Marseil-
laige and the frenzled rhrieks ot the popu-
lace. The Communisis, irritated by tke
calm recollection of the doomed men, sought
to disturb the reace of their lagt hours by
farlous words, and even blows, Ever and
snon thelr progresa wae imterrupted by an
accession of furious people. Wumen, who
might have geived to personate the farles,
wearing red covkades and flamiog red eashes,
heaped insults upon the priests, who prayed
aload. Oae of these miserabla oreatures
selzod her child, and toesiog It on her
shouldez, cried ont In a coarse voice, “Bee
.the oppressors  and maurderers of the people
are passing by. They are golng io be shot.
When you are big,you must show your hatred
for tbem as your father does.”

The child, with its pretty, rosy face, looked
‘with {nnocent umazement at.the poor prison-
"ers, and recognlzlog its father wmong the
.Communists, held out its }ittle aris to him,
The wretch took the child eud kissed it twice.

Ag he did 80 he heard a sob just behind bim,
and turning eaw. the big tears rolling down
the bronzed face of a soldler. . ..

My children, my poor children {" oried the
gendarme, S o

«Bee " sald the child, #that poor man is ory-
ing. . Why i8 he orying, papa ¥

«Bdcunse he Is golnz to be shot in the

name of ‘the 'Commuine!” sanswered the
father, . B
The ohlld, not understanding. made &
movement as if to wipe away the tears from
the man's eyes. But the mother, selzing the
ohild roughly, wae soon -lost . in the orowd.
Meonwhile the bystanders laughed and jested.
upon the probable demeanor of -the accused
when they were really face to face with deaths
An old priest fell down., He was dragged up
bratally, amld a shower of blows ; bat, accept-
ing the arm of a soldier, he went on bravely;
feuring to appear frrssolute., . . - :
- The. and procession . prooeeded : along the
Rue de Parls, where1t ia crossed to the right
by the Rue Haxo. The spot appointed for
the maesacre was the Cite .Vincennes, the
entrance to -which was-at No. 83, Rns Haxo,
They reached this place, which was well
lrnown to malefactors of all sorts, by, crossing
o amali®kitoben:garden, and a large court
yard, stretobing out In front of 'a large de~
tzched - bullding, -dingy in.appearnnce
where the rinsurgents: had -established thelr
headquarbers. Somewhat. to.the lelt was a
gecond epolosure, which. hefore : the:.War
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had been intended : to.bs . used as:a :hall for



