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were, in tho dead of zight, marchiog on Kil-
dare ; and starting up, as the last of the line
disappeared in the soft obsourity of tho summer
night, he was about to follow them in their
route to tke city, when a eigh, 80 decp and
wournful that it almost rescmbled a groan, met
his curs ; and, leaning against the trunlf of a
neighboring tree, ho perceived a figure in tho
knightly guise. The long shafts of the silvery
moonbeams, piercing the fantastic twine of the
broad, green branches, glittered on the steel
breastplate and shining helmet ; but though the
beaver was dowa and the vizor raised, the
plume of scarlet and bluc feathers that nodded
on the crest shadowed the countcnance of the

WCarer,

Stepping forwards as Sir Redmond rose,
this person addressed him; but in the hollow
voice, and changed sad melancholy aspect, De
Burgh scarce recognized his former fricod Sir

Lustace Grey.

His speech was of mingled bitterness and
sorrow. He had indeed, us Do Burgh had
surmiscd, been absent in ¥ingland, and had re-
turned to Ircland to hold a high office in the
housce of his kinsman, the Lord Deputy.

This Deputy, afterwards distinguished for
the sacking sad burning of the Cathedral and
town of Downpatrick, was already beginning to
carn hiz evil reputation as onc of the most
erued and rapacious of the parasites of Henry.

Sir Redmond could not forbear from an ex-
pression of anger at the mention of his name.

“The Lord Deputy is my ncar kinsman,”
replied Grey,  and 1 am but a soldier of for-
tune, whose sword must win bis bread,” Then
suddenly withdrawing bis gauntlet, he estended
his hand to De Burgh.

 Redmond de Burgh,” he said, I am a
most miserable and sinful man; my madoess
has destroyed your happioess as well a3 mine
own. But fur the sake of our old days at
Milan, and even for the sake of loly fair
Aileen, wilt thou not once more take wy hand
in friendship ere we purt forever?”

It was not in the geacrous apirit of De
Bargh, to refuse such an appeal, and as he
crasped the hand of Hustace, be inquired whe-
sher be kacw that Aileen was to pronounce her
final vows on the morrow.

« Av.” upewered the Koglishman; “it is
for that [ have journcye! te Kildure to-night.
A new life begins to-morrow for me, no less
than for Allcen: the Church weds her to a
Heavenly pouse, and I mean to be present at
the brdai I

Thea again grasping the hand of his friend,
Sir Bastuce bid him a sudden adieu, and
stalked sileatly away, leaving De Burgh to
doubt whether there was mot incipient madness
in the ficry zleam of his eyes, his fieree, abrupt
manner. and disjointed specch.

(To be continued.)
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THE OCCUPATION AND BURNING OF COOM-
ANSIE,
(From Times Special Correspondent.)
) Coomassig, Feb, 5.

1n my last latter I described the great bush lattle
af Amoaful (Jasuary 31) and the dustruction of
Becqua on tue following day. I havo now to
relate ewente of a still moroe important character.
Sir Garnet Wolscley is in praceful oceupation of
Coomnssie and the King is at a ncighbouring vil-
Iage, an cxile from his capital.

On Mondar, Feb 2, the General marched from
Amonful, The main body was not attacked,
bt Russell's tegiment, which was in advance, bad
a skirmish with the coemy. That night was spent
at a village called Agimmamu, about 14 miles from
Coomassiv. 1t was sirongly cotrenched and guiri-
soned ; th: Leavy baggage and stores and weakly
men were Ieft there, and four days rations served
out to the soldicrs and carriers, The next day
(February 3) the Ashantees gave much troublc on
the rond. Russell's regiment had to shoot its way
through ambuscade aftcr ambuscade ; and in one
place where a Lill faced a valley swamp—a position
rosembling that of Amoaful—~the coemy mustered
in censiderable nmbers nud stood some time. Two
compnnies of the Rifles supported Major Ruesell,
and skirmished in good style through the bush.
Licutenant Saunders was (o the frent  with
his gun, throwing round shot.and st ell. Licuten-
ant Bell, I, E., also distinguished himgelf, taking
his Engineer iabourcrs right into the onemy’s posi-
tion, where he found that they had built a stocknde.
in the afternoon tho troops arrived at the river
Qrdub (incocrectly named the Dah), whero Sir G.
Wolscley determined to encamp.  The sappers at
onge went to work at a bridec under Major Home's
supervision ; it was nearly ready by dark, and com-
pleted before the dawn. The river is at present
fordalle Lut in the rainy scason this tributary of tho
Prab i3 & deep and swift-lowing strearn,

About the raiddle of theday, just after an ambus-
cade skivmish, those in front heard a loud, musical
voice crying out “Mercy Ot Mercy 01" and saw two
men runniog down the palh towards them. Onc
carried a white flag in bis right hand aod a large
letter in his left; theother wore a golden plate up-
on his breast—the badge of a Royal mosscoger.
They were detained while tho lutter was passed
down the column to Sir Garnet, Just as they scated
themsclves by the roadside tho Ashantecs again
opened fire in front, and the Envoys wera evidontly
apprehensive for their heads. The letter requested
that the General would stop & fow days, te which
the General roplied he was going on to Ordah, and
that if the King wanted peace he must send as hos-
tagos the Quecn-bother ond Prince Mensah, the
heir to the throne. On ariving at tho river Lord
Gifford’s scouts 8 ertainod the existence of a Iarge
army in and around the village Ordahsuy, about a
mile from the Ordal.

Ttis needless to say that all military precautions
wero taken against a night attack.  When it be-
cemedark ihe cinp and pickot fircs, cxtending
Tight and left a considerable d.stance, presented the
appearance of a large town by night, and the mur-
mur of vioces was L ke the roaring of the sea.

It is now the dry scason, but soon after sunsct the
sky became overcast, a cold gust of wind poured
through the camp, dashingup the dry leaves into
tho air, and thuader could be heard in the distance,
prolonged and continuous round the horiron, with

sharp, isolated, detonating cracks, preciscly resem-
bling an Ashantee fusilado. I thought a tornado
was coming, but soon the thunder ceased, there was
no longer fany wind, and down came & regular
stoady, English kind of rain, which lasted almost
throughout the night.. It was very uncomfortable,
and the soldiers had no tente; but I heard some
light-hearted officers say it was not much worie
than the Autumun Manoeuvros, and at all events it
kept off the Ashantees, which was some consolation
for those who like myself, slept with Russell's regi-
ment on the further side of tho Ordah. When I
awakoe T found that Colonel -Wood had arrived in
the night, none the worse for the slug. he received
ot Amonful, though it has nof. yet been extractod.

His regiment was reduced to one company, the
others peforming garrison duty at post s down the
road. Fommanah was Iately attacked and success-
fally defended by Colonel Colley, the chief of tke
teansport.

Colonel Wood's company of Bonny mean led the
advance up the hill, and the firlng spewudily began,
The order of march was in siogle column, the Rifle
Brigade Lring interspersed witly the native troops.
After twa hours' fighting Ordahsu was taken by the
Rifles. But the flanks and rear were heavily at-
tacked; the baggage-bearers aud ammunition-car-
riers, covered by the 42nd and by the men of the
23rd, wero passed up to the village, a movement
that was much admired. The Naval Brigade formed
the rear guard. Soon after the arrival of Sir G.
Wolseley at the village, the enemy, coming between
it and Coomassie, endeavored to retake the position,
and poured in a tremendous flre, The 42nd, ad-
vancing under its own Colonel, M'Leod, who com-
manded in front all the day, dispersed the enemy.
Tho Ashantees now attacked the village from thu
left, in which direction the King was seated beneath
a silk and velvet canopy, encircled by his nobles.—
This attack was still going on, when Colonel M'Leod
received otders to take his regiment to Coomassie.
The distance waa about six miles, but the encmy,
being out-generslled by this sudden advance, were
not on the way in any numbers. At 5.30 p.m.on
February 4 the gallant 42nd Regiment entered this
famous city, where scarcely a dozen Europeans bad
Leen before.

Our order of battle was in single column along
the main road, skirmishing parties being thrown off
right and left into tho bush. At first I was with
Russell’s regiment, but went to the front shortly
after the action commenced. I found the advance
companies of the Ritle Driguds lyiog flat upon the
ground, some facing to the right, others to the left,
and firing slow aud low. The air was filled with a
sulphurous stench, and was thick with smoke,
throigh which dark forms moved slowly. These
were the officers, who walked backwards and for-
wards giving orders to their men. 1 saw poor Lyre
lying by the path. His face, pillowed on & com-
rade's arm, already bore the ghastly impress of
death, He was an Ambriz passenger, and as one of
Colonel Wood's regiment, had been wuch in front,
and in mcre than onc dapgerous gkirmish. I sat
down by the path under the best cover 1 could find,
avd watched with much amusement the behaviour
of.the Bonny men, who fired off their rifles with
strunge gesticulations and crics. On the other side
of the path Dr. McRobin was attending to the
wounded. Licutenant Wanchope came up just after
a Houssn, but would not be probed and bandaged
before his humble companion in arms. ¢ No,” said
he, t it is his turn first.” As the doctor dresged Wau-
chope’s wound I saw the slugs chipping off the
twigs just above bis head.

The Rifles gradually advanced, and finally took

Ordabsu. The last Ashantee to leave the village (a

mere cluster of houses) was a lad about 14 vyears

old, armed with a flint gun In this village we

heard more than once the unmistakable % ping” of a

rifle bullet ; and Russell's men declare that on the

previous day they had seem some yellow men al-

most as white as the white men themselves fighting

on the Ashantee side. These were probably Dutch

Mulattoes from Elmina and Chamah,

I left Ordahsu with the main body of the 42nd.

At intervals of a mile or so the foremeost company

came upon partics of Ashantees. Then we heard

shots, and cheers “for old Scotland,” and the play-

ing of the bagpipes as they drove the cnemy before

them, State chairs and canopies of chieftains were

scattered by the wayside, mingled with dead bodies.

When we passed Quarsi, the last village before

Coomassie, every onu became highly excited. We

were quite close to the town when there was o halt,

which gave me time to get to the front. The

treacherous white flag had ngain made its appear-

ance, thig time accompanied by three or four miser-

able sluves, who were offered as hestages, if only the

andvance might be delayed. These, with the mes-

sage containced in a letter, were sent on to the Major-

General, but the Brigndier and Colonel M'Lecd con.

tinued the march. ‘I'wo of the hostages were made

to walk first, and not wishing to be shot by their

friends, cried out in a dismal acd anxions voice,

 Shanti fo! Shani fo!I" (Ashautee people), which

showed that there were enemies in front.

The sergeant who marched at the head of the

column fired at an armed Ashantes, whereupon the

hostages cried # Daldi 0 (Nol oh!l) to the men in

the bush, signifyinyg that they should not return the

firo. At some cross ronds 8 number of Ashantecs

met us. BSome of them had guns, which théy held

with their butt ends towards us. Those who seemed

of the most importance had enly large knives in

their hands. None of them were perfectly unarmed,

They greeted us, saying * Thank you ! thank you!"

which they supposc is our torm of salutation. They

carnestly begged that we should not eater the town,

and promised to send out hostages. Down ibe road

to the rizht was a very different group, composed of
a dozen armed men, who looked at us with an ex-

pression of hatred and fear. The messengers of
peace and procrastination called out te them re-
peatedly not to shoot. Sir Archibald consented to

remain half an hour. His orders were to encamp

nenr the water outside the town, and there wait the
General’s instructions ; if there was any opposition

he was to bombard the town. But just as we were
passing through the filthy marsh of Coomassie, Cup-
tain Buller came up with orders to press on.

We ascended a broad street, or rather road, on
rising ground, with a few detached houses on either
gide, and theu, turning to the left, saw before us a
spacious street, But first we had to pass s large
tree, near which was an enclosure filled with thicket
und grass, This was tho cxecution place, and in
that enclosure the dead bodics of the sacrificed were
thrown. The stench was abominable. I forgot to
mention that near the town a dead man lay across
the road with the head recently severed from the
body. This was done to prevent the 42nd Regi-
ment from entering the town,

A number of people came up to the soldiers, skook
bhands with them, and afterwards brought them
water to drink., At the further end of the street was
a dense black crowd, and above it floated an enor-
mous red canopy, which, with the chief underneath
it, soon disuppearcd round a corner. . I did not see
any women, The people near ue ecemed to bu
bighly delighted at the spectacle of sqveral hundred
white men; but when all the troops kad assembled,
and Sir Garnet rode along the line, and the men
gave three chcers, the Ashantoes ran away jn a
scare, thinking it was the prelude to attack.

A number of people passed the troops carrying
Doxes and coffers ; they were not interfured with,
Othors came into the town arraed, and were received
with warm congratulations, which clearly indicated
where they had been spending the day. The King,
it seems, did not return to Coomassie from the bat-
tle-ficld, but passed aside to Aminihis, where he
hnas a country palace, and is accustomoed to spend
his rilleggiatura.

The numerous lctters of General Wolseley to the
King were translated and the answaors indited by an
cducated Fantee prisoner, named Dawson. As soon
as we entered the town I saw Mr. Dawson coming
down the street, followed by a fow Ashantecs, who
were ovidently soliciting bis good offices. After
dark he brought a Royal messenger to the General,
and I heard on good authority that Sir Garnet spoke
to the following effect :—The King bad broken his
promises to the Governor, but he (the Governor)
had kept his own promise—viz., that he would pay
the King®a visit at Coomassie. The Governor
earnestly wished to be friends with the King, and
to make a lasting peaco bétween Great Britain and
Ashantee ; ho invited the King to return to .Coom-
assic ; his palace had not been occupied ; and there

he migbt sign the treaty. The Governor would not
demand the whele of the indemnity at cnce~he
would be content with a part and would take host-
ages as securlty for the remainder. Previonsly he
bad demanded the Queen-Motber and the Heir Ap-
parent, bt since he had shown his great power by
defeating the King in two battles, he would be mer.
ciful and accept as hostages any persons of genuine
mok. If the King refused to make peace, then the
Governor would take messures to show, throughout
the length and breudth of Africa, how great was the
power of Great Britain.

The King sent abullock as a present. Sir Gamet
remembered Theodore's cows, and declived taking
any gifts until peace had been made. To-day the
King has promised that be will come in.

Last night sevcral fires broke out in the town,
and many houses were destroyed. Some say it
was done by the Fantee natives, others declare that
that Asbantees did it themselves, though why they
should commit arson Is not so clear. A Fanteo
policeman was hanged {n the night for plundering.

Thias morning I went out for a walk round the
town, Ona strectalone is occupied by our troops,
and Ifound the others deserted. 1t wats like a dend
city. Prescutly I eaw & strange and melancholy
object. It was a man with ope hand sccured by &
piece of iron to an ecnormous log which he had to
drag with him. His legs were also manacled to-
' gether.  He was one of the Fantee prisoncrs, more
thun 50 of whom had been released the night be-
foro. He said that he bad been imprisoncd some
way off, but had managed to creep so far, tmvelling
all nightat the pace of a snail, and suferiog
preat pain. His legs were bleeding and coveredy
wite flice, My servant and I worked for some time
to get him free, and I saw in the distance a Houssa
soldier, whom I called, and, and who &lso joined in
our efforts. At last three Fantees came up and un-
fettered bim by mceans of A knife and a stone
with much dexterity. They had all been prisoners
bring captured while peaceably trading at Fom-
manah, One of them could speak English, and
ncted ns valet de-place 1o Cocmassie, showing us
the King’s palace, the burying-ground of the Royal
family, the sacred slaughter-house, and other insti-
tutions of thisamiable people. The King's palace
is like that of the Chief of Fomanah, but on a much
larger scalc, consisting of many courts, each a house
in itsclf, surrounded by alcoves. But the froot por-
tion of the building is of stone and like the houses

side of the Prah; but mow is the dangerous time,
when all thoe excitement is over,

IRISH INTELLIGENCE.

Dosus, Fob. 21.—With the fall of Mr. Gladstove
Lord Chancellor O'Hagan retires from bis exalted
office, and his lordship sat for the last time in the
Court of Cbancery to-day. The eccasion was taken
advantage of by the members of the bar to give ex-
pression to their feelings of respect and - admiration
for one who has discharged all the duties of & high
&ud respousible office with digulty and impartiality.
Tho court was crowded by membera of the iancr
and outer bar, without distinction of creed or polit-
jcs—all uniting in a favewell tributo to one of the
o8t popular Lord Chancellors that ever held officr,
and one who will carry with him, in his retirement
from judicial life, the esteem and good wishes of
the bench, the bar, and the public.

The business on the diary baving been disposed
of, the Solicitor General roec and said—My Lord,
wo understand that the delivery of the judgment wo
have just heard lcaves no farther judicial busioess
to be done by yout lordship, and that therefure you
will not now sit again in this court. Under these
circumstances, I must ask your lordship to permit
mc, on behalf of the Bar, to cxpress our apprecin-

tion of the manner in which you have presided here
during the last five years, We would cordially ac-
knowledge the attention and patienco with which
you have throughout discharged the duties of your
high oftice. We fecl that your cxercise of the im-
portant jurisdictions committed to you as Lord
Chancellor bas been such as to command the res-
pect and confidence of the Bar and of the public;
and, now tbat yon arc about to netire from amongst
ug, we desire to assure your lordship that you carry
with you the very boest wishes of the Irish Bar for
your welfarc and your happiness.

The Lord Chancellor who was deeply afficted,
said in reply—Mr. Solicitor Geueral,1 am deeply
moved by the words you have spoken, and by the
fecling which they indicate on Lehalf of the Bar of
Ireland. With that distinguished body it has been
my pride to be identitivd throughout the chequered
years of a laborious life and never in all its chances
and changes have I for ono instant failed to main-
tain with them the best relations of cordiality and
counfidence ; and now, when my judicial career ix
closing, I icel a just pride in receiving such signal

at Cape Coast. It was a bujlt by Fantee workmen,
Upstairs wese seversl 1ooms, each of which was 3
perfect Old Curiosty Shop. Books in all languages, |
Bohemian glass, clucks, silver plate, old furnitmct
pictures and eagravings, numlerless chests aud i
colors. \Vith these werc also mauy specimens of |
Moorish ond Ashantec haudicraft, sandals and sad- |}
dles teopard skin caps lined with yellow velvet !
and adorned ontside with beaten gold, like that ot‘l
Cashmere, magnificent canopies or State umbrellas, i
bascets or cradles of the kind in which Ashantee |
gentlemen are accugtom dto be carried on the headx |
of the slaves, with other tasteful and curious things
too numerous for me to describe or even catalogue, |
Coomassieis a Jarge town; its strects asc wide |
the houses have all alcove-verandahs or porticoes in |
front, the private npartments being entered !
by a doorwsy leading into a court-yard. In ’
large houses there are several court-yards, each se- !
parated from the other by a door, whichis furnished |
with a padlock., But Coomassie is not prosperous. |
In its aspect may betraced the desolation of despot-
ism. There a~¢ not many sheep and fowls, the peo-
ple do not care to rear them, lest they should be
seized by the King’s men. © Througheut the town
are unsightly patches of waste land covered with
high grass. Most of the roofs are badly thatched, ns
we discovered this afternoon when it ralned as it
ouly rains jn the tropica.

It is evening,and the King bas not arrrived, or
scnt in hostages. Sir Garnet may, therefore, have
to carry out his threats. Thercis a report that the
troops move forward to-morrow. It may be to sack
the Bantama, or sacred town, which no forcigner is
allowed to enter, which is the Mausoleum of dead
Kiugs, and also the Royal trearure-house, or it may
be to destroy Aminiha, where the King might pos-
sibly be captured,

Some one discovered to-day a very curious docu-
ment, being the journal of a Fantee prisoner at
Coomassie, during the Iast two weeks. He heard
on Jan. 23, that Captain Glover hud won a victory.
On the 24th, an Ashantee prince was recalled from
banishment, On the 25th was some Ashantce fus-
tival, and the King went according to custom to
pour libations to the spirits of his ancestors. e
passcd me, sword in his left hand, looking very
sadly, saluting very quietly.” On the 27th the
King went to Bantama to ask for help from the
spirits of his ancestors. A preat many soldiers went
out to the camp. On the 29th he beat gong-gong,
and ordered out all his warriors, One of the High-
landers straggled from his company at the battle of
Amoaful, and was surrounded and killed by the
Ashantecs. The hendliss body was brought into
Amonful ; the bead was taken fo Coomassie. But
the King refased to have it in the town. He wasat
first agsured that his people had won the battle—
But soon came the news of Amanquatia's death, and
many corpses of chiefrains were brought into the
town. Then some oue told the King privately that
the English had won the day and were advancing.
He weut out to give battle in person, bat left the
field at an early hour of the day,

Actasang, Feb. 6,

This morning we were informed that the town
was to be burnt and the King's Palace blown up
and the march bomeward commenced. Last night
Colonel M‘Leod received orders to destroy Bantama,
but the order was countermanded an hour after-
wurds. This Escurial of Coomassic, defiled by 50
many human sacrifices, has been spared. Certainly
it is a tamo kind of fnale, and the work of destruc-
tion, if done at all, should have been done thor-
oughly. Sir Garnet Las been outwitted—not for the
first time-—~by the King. e are returning without
indemnity or hostages ; but at all events we are re-
turning ; and 88 Voltaire says in Candide, ¢ C’est dyju
beaucoup /” Happily we have better securities for
peace than golddust or prisoners would be in our
two victories ; and the courage of the Ashantecs in
defending their country has enabled Sir G. Wolsely
to display his great abilities as 2 General in the
field.

The Ashantecs have been defeated in their own
forest—n vast naturil atronghold which bas re.
gisted for centuries tho advance of conquering Mos-
lem tribes. Coomassie has fallen, and the King is
for Bver dishonored. The neighboring tribes will
lift up their beads against the nation supposcd to
bo invincible. Mahommedan traders will carry the
news to the borders of Sahara and Lake Tchad—to
Kano, Kukaws, and Timbuctuo. The natives of
the Gold Const ure not likely to choose the Ashan-
tes side again; end it is not probable that the
Ashantees will any more invade our Protectorate.
The men of Bouny and of Opobo and the Houssas
will carry home tidings respecting our military
power ; and this cxpedition will save us many &
palaver on other parts of the coast. Thoe King of
‘Duhomey, for instance, will be less arrogant in fu-
ture,

We arrived bere without opposition. Lieutenant
the Hon, H. Wood will carry despatches and & mail
to Cape Coast Castle, travelling night and day,and
will at once start for England in a special steamer.
It is said that Bir Garnct has recommended Lord
Gifford for the Victoria Cross, and that gallant
young officer merits the distinction. No kingd of
gervice could be more dangerons than that of scont-
ing in Ashaniee. The troops will re-embark at
Cape Oonst-in less thar three weeks from this date,

principles and measures.

proof that thoee rclations have continued unbroken
to the cnd. Fully conscious of many short-comings,
1 am conacious also that I have striven to fulfil the
duties of my great office with impartiality and faith-
fulness, aud I thank the eminent persons who have
thronged te meet me to-day for their spontanous
assurnce that [ have not so striven entircly with-
out success, I pasx from the bench, remembering
with the truest pleasurc the uniform courtesy, con-
sideration, and respect, which I have received at all
times, from all to whom 1 have so long had the
daily privilege of listening in this Court; and I
should be the most ungrateful of men if] in the com-
ing ycars, and in the new splerc ofactivity on which
1 may coter, I should not be eager and earnest on
all 1it occasions to aid in advancing the honour and
the interest of our noble profession. I belivve that
the maintenance of the Irish Bar and the Irish
judiciary, in full integrity, cfticiency, and independ-
ance, is essential in the bighest sense to the wellare
of Ireland, and I trost that the day may never come
when cither of them will Inse its lustre or sink into
decay. Again I thank you for your great kinduoess,
and with « full heart and a faltering tongue I bid
you all farewell.

The cntire Bar, rising from their seats, greeted
the conclusion of the Lord Chancellor's address with
loud applauee, which was continucd until his Lord-
ship had retired from the beach.

This meruing the Right Hon, Christapher Palles,
Attorney-Gencral, was sworn in as Lord Chief Baron
of her Majesty’s Court of £xchequer, in Ireland (in
snceession to the late Chicf Baron Pigott), at the re-
sidence of the Lord Chanccllor, Rutland Square.
Chicf Baron Palles is a distinguisbed Catholic.—
Corr. of Cathdlic Mirrer.

Tie Poricy of Tne Home Rere Mesnews, — Our
contvmporury, the Cork Eruminer, in the coursv of
an article on the imeeting of the Home Rule League,
has the following observations om the policy to be
pursued by the Home Rule members :—¢What will
they do with it is the question that seems naturally
to follow, but the answer is not quite easy. Inu
zeneral way the admonition to the Irish representa-
tives is to be tre and steadfast—to hold honcstly
in mind that the purpose for which tleir country
has comtuitted its destinies to them is one that
should be uppermost in their thoughts. But upon
the vexed question of parliamentary action it is not
8o casy to spenk.  In the present state of circum.
stances the old policy of independent apposition
secrs to be out of place. It is probable that the
great bulk of the Home RRule prrty would fall into
opposition in the natural course of things, unless
Mr. Disracli changes totally his published views of
1t is impossible that they
could be kis followers solong s he stigmatizes their
object with what toan nylish statesman appears
tho most obnoxious cpithet he could fasten upoa it.
But it is a question, even if independent opposition
were possible, how far it would be desirable to adopt
it. The experience we have had of it isthat half n-
dozen or at most half n score sacrificed their politi-
cal lives to it, while the tulk of those who accepted
the pledge cither openly sold themeelves or Japsed
away into indificrence. It is probably more judici-
ous for the present to let the course of future action
be determined by events. But one thing ix quite
certain—thnat the action of the parliamentary repre-
sentatives who bhave been returned to plead the
cause of Home Rule will be jealously scrutinised,
and that apy shortcomings on their part will be
visited with the national indiguation. We donot say
this because we apprehend any systematic treachery.
We do not agree with those English organs, which,
a3 they cannot deny, seck to explain nway the signi-
ficance of the great national majority. As Mr. Butt
suid, we believe at Jeast that the Home Rule pledge
has been taken as sincerely as any other political
pledge. But there is no political cawse in which
sincerity is wot confirmed, laxity restrained, and
carclessness warned by the consciousness that the
public eye iz sternly on those to whem the great
public trust has been confided.”

The action of the conference of Home Rule mem-
bers, ns expressed by the resolutions we were cnabl-
ed to publish is of a character caleulated to give
satisfnction and inspire confidence, Thercrolutions
are marked by a temperance and thoughtfulness
which, while they may not create much vxcitement
in the popular breast, are consistent with the quict
determination that Is best at the outset of a lang up-
hill struggle. Wercmember sadly a Conference of
Irish members in Dublin some two-and-twenty yeara
ago. Its resolutions were dreadfully storn—thero
was a fearful unanimity about thcm—they were
calculated to mrke Ministers shake in their shoes
and to causc the heart of ¢ the general” to sing with
joy. But, alack-a-day, the fire in thc rceolutions
burned out very quickly, the unanimity fell into
shocking chaos, and ministers found their humblest,
most servile and dirtiest tools in tho loudest spoken
of the framers of tho resolutions, That i will be
different now we make no doubt, Times are chang-
cd considerably. 'The ministerinl power of purchase
has almost disappeared, Patronage has becn taken
out of the bands of members of Parliament and been
put into those of the Civil Bervice Commissioners,
snug berths that used to bo found for consistent
supporters are cut down to a minimum. Except for
the lawyers there are hardly any good things to be
had by going into Parliament, and on the popular

There have. not been many cases of fever on this

side not onc~~or only one—lawyer-has been elected.

Therefore the chances of a minister being able o
break up a party by buying off its Ieuhng ::-l,: bo
are immensely diminished. Even, thercfure, if ::'
Homo Rule party contained anything like u':, ..me
clement of scoundrelism which disintegrated (po
old Indepeadent Opposition party, it would goy 1,_.",0
tho same momns of working out its vile py, S
‘But we believe the present Irish representation o,
be on the whole characterized by honesty ang to
eatness, and that it is not sailed by the presence™;
mere political adventarers.. And we soem to ﬁndd
confirmation of that opinion in the tone ang ani ot
of the resolutions adopted by the assembly of o\
bers. Itis of the very essence of the momnm'
that the members shouldhold themselven alog o=
and ipdependent of party combinations, as 14 d:t?
mived by the frst two of theso resolutions. Ty,
third resolution {s really the essence of the w), l°
in prescribing tho plan of action to be adopted. o'
dependent Oppotition as aline of policy basa ten .:'
ing sound in theory, zut it has been 50 diucrediig
in practice that we are giad to see some other mnl«i
ried. That which has been adopted if bonesy
acted upon secms to embody many of the theorey; ]
meerits of Independent Opposition, while n-oidic‘l
some of the oljections to it, As it can hanl)y F
better expressed than in the language ldupt“j) ‘e
repeat the words of the resolution here ;e :l‘h N
deeply impressed with the importance of wpjty l:.
action zpon all matters that can affect the Pulingeu(;
ary position of the Howme Rule party, or the interests gy
thu Home Rule cause, we eugage to each other ot
to the country that we will use our best eﬂdeg\-:: d
to obtain that unity by taking counsel together bn
making all reasonable concessgions to the opinio;a y{
each other, by avoiding, as far aa possible, isollb.(:i
action, and by sustaining and supporting cach g4}
in the course which may be deemied bext mlculntl:
to promote the grand object of Sclf-govemme;_]t
which the Irish nation has committed to our cgpy
If the sixty members of whom the Home Rulo p&'
may be said to consist follow out the terms of (b
resolution in spirit—if, in the intercsts of Homl‘
Rule they endeavour to obtain unity of action be
ta.\king counsel together, making reasonable cou\-,y.
rions, and sustaining and supporting vach oth,r
then we have very hearty hopes, iudeed, of the sy,
cigs of their policy. The subsequent rexolutiong .r-
merely business details necessary to enter intg ?
order to carry out the views adopted in the first, u:
leading feature Leing the cstablishment ot a workiy
committee. But they are marked by a method auﬁ
system which are of good augury. It is desirablg
that there should be zome organization by which ¢
make the Home Rule forces available in the Hous:
of Commons, as well as to answer for the body if ne.
cessary. Unc of the things that bave to be inees.
santly provided for is Euglish foolishneas. Thag
which we mean by foolishuess is the Eaglish habit
of saying, * Ob, if we could only know what on early
you Irish want—if you would only tell us with some.
thing like precision what you do mcan by Homg
Rule—why, we would consider it €aicly " The Glos,
a Conservative orgun, has been the last togive utter.
ance to this sort of bleating, but of cours» it will net
bethe last by many thousands. Anything mors
preposterous it isimpossible ts imagine. Rarcly hng
a demand ever been luid beforo Parliament go pre-
cisely formulated as that of the Home Rulers, lis
!,:cnersl principles were indicated by several aunthor.
ized publications, such as Br, Butts pamphlut ang
Mr. MacCarthy's book, and then at the Dublin 'Con-
ference the lines of the scheme wern drawn with the
utmost distinctness. Now it will Le n. cessary to
have some members of the organization always
ready to give the answer to this specivs of silliness
as well as to provide for the working out of tho phn’
of Parliamentary action. The selection that haa
been made is one of a thoronghly businers charcter
and we trust to it to shew us very effictent work in’
the course of the coming session.—Cork Examiner,

]"fom thic new party launched on the grreat seoa of
Parliamentary life wo ectertain the highest hopes
We have been told by certain English  crities that
iu the preseut state of the Ilouge the Home Kulers
are powerless for snccessful Parliamentary action,
The men who talk in this way pay bat a poor com.
plimeat to the Parliament of Britain, In thelr
opinion Parliamentary politics are mere matters of
arithmctic and chicanery ; and a body of members
h()\\'!:'\'t‘l‘ strict Jhieir logic, powerful their argum(-nts’
and fust their case, will Le powerless unless a suc:
cessful strokie of Parliamentary finesse cnsables them
to form portion of & Parliamentary mnajority. Wo
confess that, for our part, we regard the House of
Commong in auotherrand a higher aspect. We re.
gard it as a great assembly in which truth aod just-
ice have some weight, and whick is amenable fo
other considerations thau the bratal oue of & major-
ity of votes. The presence of somo sixty Irish
Home Lulera in the House of Commons will draw
the attention of that body to the Home Rule ques-
fien in n very practical and striking way. Once
that English attention is so directed, we entertain
no doubt of the result, The Home Rule party will
show in the Homwe of Comnmons the mingled firm-
ness and moderation which characterised the meet-
ing of yesterday. They will prove the casily-de-
monstrable thesis that the concession of Home Rulo
would not aloue satisfy the just demands of Ireldnd,
but give the Empire astrength and a cohesion which
it never before possessed.  Prudent and sonsible
men iv England are perfectly well aware that in the
great frame of the British Empire thore is, as Macau-
lay said, one weak spot: that spot near the heart
Iflsh_ alicnation paralyses the Ymperial strength.
hng‘hshmcn know thia; many of them arc most
anxious for a happier and healthier stato of things,
and we are most hopeful of the carly suecess of the
movemeat, when once Englishmen begin to sce how
moderate, wise, constitutional, and, in the best sense,
conservative, is the demand which English journal-
ists have depicted as violent, illegal, dostructive, and
revolutionary.— Dublin Freeman,

Uxseawortar Suips—We regrot fo say that the
first conviction under the recent Act, for sending
vensels to sea in an unseaworthy condition, is re-
corded against an Irigh firm, carrying on basiness in
Belfast. 'The Messrs, Qninn were indicted at the
County Antrim Assizes with baving sent out o ship
to sen in an unfit condition; and, after a very care-
ful trial, and a most painstaking chargae from Judgo
Lawson, they were found guilty. Judge Lawson
sentenced cach member of the firm to suffer ¢wo
months' imprisonment, and to pay a fine of £150 to
the Queen, He intimated that the sentence would
have been much more severe had not the jury re-
commended the accused to meroy on the ground
that this was the first conviction under the new Act.
—Irish Times.

Tue Wearner—AcricelTung.~Taken on the whole
the past winterhas been exceptionaly fine, and the
spring in its present aspect is moro than ordinarily
favornble, For some days we have had heavy frosts
with bard but bright doys. The ground is in grand
condition for spring operations, and oats is being
cxtensively prepaved for and sown. Wheat, owing
to the very propitious antumn, has been sown in
great breadth, and now shows in most hesithy con-
dition. Webelicve it is owing to tho activity of
tillage, aud perhaps the tendercy to hold cattle for
motc remunerative prices that causes an almost
unprecedented demand for monoy amongst the
farmers.—Cork Ezaminer. '

Tue Tmisn Paess,~~The hearing of a claim made
by Mr. Doyle, who bad been for many years London
correspondent of the Jrish Zimes, to recover a sum of
£800 for services rendered and money expended on.
behalf of the Jrish Times, at tho insiigaton of the
late Mujor Knox, was about to be resumed yosterdsy .
morning bofore Mastor Lane, when the defendant

offored Mr. Doyle #' sum of £750 in paymeat of all
costs, Tho offer was accepted. LU e




