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Peter everywhere; and all that St. Luke kaew
about Christ was what he learned from the teaching
of St. Peter, And he wrote his gospel for the bene-
fit of one single individual; for in the very first
chapter of his gospel, he tells you he wrote for the
benefit of one named Theophilus. $t. John wrote
his gospel sixty-threo years after-Christ had left this
carth, .and St. John, perhaps, would never have
written but at that time there arose a heresy which
denied the Divinity of Christ. Then all the apos-
tles had died, martyrs already for the faith, 5t.
John was the only survivor of the apostles; so the
Christians of Asis proposed to him and begged of
"him to write something on the Divinity of Christ,
and 8t. John did so, writing his gospel to prova that
Christ is God. Finally, 6t, John wrote the #Book
of Revelations,” as it is called in the Protestant
Bible, or as it is called in the Cstholic Bible, the
“ Book of the Apocalypse” Now, that made sixty-
five years after Christ had left this earth, when the
Bible was completed. Already the church of Jesus,
the Catholic church, was established all over the
earth ; only then the Bikle was written., "Now,dur-
ing ‘these sixty-five years, there were millions and
millions of Christinn Catholics - all over. the ‘earth.
Were these real Christians that lived during the
sixty-five years after Christ had ascended into
heaven? #“ Why,” says the Protestant mnan, * why,
sir, they wero the very best of Christians; they were

THE PRIDE OF CORISTIANITY,

the first fruits of the Church of Jesus on earth.”
Did they believe all that they had to believe in or.
der that they should be saved? ¢ They did, sir,”
answers the Protestant, How did they know what
to believe? Did they kuow jt from the rcading of
the Bible; No; there was no Bible—it had not been
printed at that time. And how did they know what
to believe, what they had to do to save their souls?
They knew just precisely as you, my dear Catholic
friends, know to day; they knew it from the teach-
ing of the Church of God,nad they hod 5o other
means of knowing,

Moreover, even then, sixty-five years after Christ
had left this earth, the Bible was not put together.
It was wmot in one book yet; there were fragments
and various parts of tho Bible—some of them in

ELOQUENT LECTURE BY THE GREAT JESUIT
S V1IN BROUELYN, )

A MOLTITGDE OF Ppomir@ys SEATED WITHIN THE ALTAR

The Catholic Church alone True.
A GREAT SUBJECT DISCUSSED WITH POWER AND'
© . UNCTION. :

THE CHURCH, NOT THE BIBLE, 'THE TRUE RULE OF FAITH.

The Vagaries nnd Absurdities of Protestantism.

—

NOSALVATION OUTSIDE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

(From the Irish World.)

Some time ago the Jesuit Fathers, pngler the lead
of Father Damen, opened 8 mission at St
John’s Church, South Brooklyn. The mission was
& success, in every - way—as are all tho missions
conducted by the Jesuits. Father Damen annoqnged
that he would speak on the claims of Catholicity,
and would prove that “the Catholic Church is the
only true Church of God ;¥ and an immense multi-
tude gathered to hearhim. Tlhie church was thronged
—there was not even comfortable standing-room ;
and many persons wete unsble to gain admission at
all, In the sanctuary were a number of the clergy,
and over a hundred Protestants :—

 He +hat believeth and s baptised shall be saved i
but be that believeth not shall be condemned.—
Marg, 16 chap,, 16 verse,

Dxanty Berovep CEmSTIANS : .

On last Thursday night I spoke to you on this
text of Our Blessed Saviour, and you saw then that
when He sent out His apostles and disciples with
the commission to teach all nations of the earth, He
1aid down the conditions ef eternnl salvation, and
He gaid : « He that believeth and is baptised shall
be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be con-

Greek, testify to the fact that the Protestant Bible is
a very faulty and a very corrupt - translation of .the
word of God.. These are yotr learned men, theseare
your.own bishops, thesd are your own preachers, the
‘lenrned among you that know the old languages;
they have studied Hebrew and Greek, and they tell
you that your Protestant veision of the Bible ig full
of faults and full of errors.  Well what have you to
goby? Let us suppose for a moment that you
have a correct translation of the Bible, then you can
never be sure that you have the true-meaning of the
scriptures. (The Bible my dear people, is a very
difficult Yook to be understood.) How shall you
ascertain that you have. the. trne meaning of the
Bible? far when you have not the true meaning of
the Bible, you have not the word of God. *“Why,”
say some of gny enthusiastic Protestant friends,
% why, my dear Father Damen, the Bible is so plain
a book that there is not a mian or 8 woman who ean
go astray in it.” Well, there nre a great many that
go astray in it. It is so plain a book, they say,that a
tool can understand it. All that I can say is, there
must be a great many fools in the world ; for new,.
my dear {riends, there arc some e

THNREE HUNDRED AND FIFry-THRRE DIFFERENT PROTESTANT

' ¢ CHURCHRY. o

in the world—353, and al! of them read the Bible all

take the Bible for their guide, and all form from the

Bible's doctrines, conclusions in opposition and in

contradiction of each other. Arcalltrue? Onesect
says: % There must be Bishops;” and another says:

“ Bishops are a humbug:” and they all have the

Bible as their teacher. Onc says there is a Lell ;

another says there is no hell at all. Onesays Christ

is God, and another says He is not. Areall of them
true? All of them take the Bible for their guide.
The cry is the Bible! The Bible!! The Bible!?! It
is the Bible that says to one: “ Baptize;” and to
another : ¥ Don't baptize at all.” To one: “There
is a hell ;” to another: “ There is no hell” Does
God say these things? If He does, He is not & God
of truth. * Well,” says my Methodist friend,  Well,
sir, itis Decause they de not read the Bible prayer/ully.
If they did read it praycrfully, we would all have
the same sentiments and the same truths” Herve we
see a4 man, a prayerful man, and -an honest man, a
sincere man, and a learned man, and he reads his

Asia, some of them in Europe, and some of them in
other parts of the world. They had to be collected
in order to be put together. But, at the same time,
Faith there is no salvation. For as St. Paul the | there were a great mauy false scriptures in circula-
.apostle says: “ Without faith it is impossible to | tion. There was the Gospel of Simon, the Gospel
pleasc God” I have explained ail this to you on | of Nicodemus, the Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus,
Thursday night. Now, then, what kind of faith | the Gospel of Mary—all these false gospels were in
must 8 man bave in order to be saved? Will any | circulation, and the people did not know .. .ich of
kingd of faith save aman? Isita matter of indif- | them were true and which were falgse. tven the
ference what religion s man professes and what he | most-Jearned did not know which of them were in-
belicves? Is it not sufficient that he be a good | spirved, and which of t'hem were only the fancy of
man, a moral man, & charitable man, a benevolent | man., It was not until the Fourth. Century, or over
man? No, that is not enough. 300 TEARS AFTER CHRIST,
FAITH IS POSITIVELY COMMANDED. had left the earth, that the Pope of Rome assembled
It is not a matter of indifference what religion a | all the bishops of tpe world and the learned men of
man professes. He is bound to profess the religion | the church of God in council, and in that council it
"established by God. Maa is just as much lound to | was decided that the Bible should -comsist as we
believe what God tenches, as he is bound to obey | Catholicshave it now—not as you, my dear Protest-
what God eommands. God has a right—as the in- | ant friends, have it, for we don't recognise your
finite wisdom that cannot be deceived, and ‘the in- | version at all.  Ouly then, over 300 years after Christ
finite truth and veracity that cannot deceive—He | had left this earth, was it decided that the Catholic
has o right 8 be believed when He teaches. God, | Bible, which we have now, is the word of God is the
therefore, has a right, and He claims the right; that | language of inspiration ; and that. the Gospel of
He shall be believed whenever He speaks or teaches, | Simon, the Gospel of Nicodemus, the (rospel of -the
If it were a matter of indifference what a man be- | Infancy of Jesus, and the Gospel of Mary—(I bave
lieves or what religion.a man professes, then it | copics of all these)—were falée and spurious and not
would be uscless for God to make any rel.gion for | inspired by God. Hence, for three bundred years,
us. If man had liberty sither to accept or reject the | the world was left \V{thout the B_:ble; men didn’t
teachings of God, what use for Christ to come here | even know what constituted the Bible. Well, now,
upon earth or to teach certain {ruths and certa? I ask you, my dear Pr9tes(a.nt friends, and gspecxally
doctrines? What use for Him te send out his apo¥- | the intclligent and informed ones,—during these
tles with the commuand to “ teach all nations of the | three hundred years, was the world Christian, were
earth 7" The apostlesare bound to preach and toj there any veal, genuine Christines 7 “ Why,” say all
teach what they learn from the lips of Jesus Christ, | Protestants,  the Church of God was then in 2ll her
« Go ye therefore,” says He in St. Matthew, # Go ye ( purity; durirfg these three hundred years the Church
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in | of God bad all revelations of G_od. The church of
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the | Rome wasn't corrupted at that tu_ne.? And I answer.
Holy Ghost, teaching them to obsarve all things them, it is not corrupted now, eithér—it is now as
‘whatsoever I have commanded you.” Here Isay, | it was 1750 or 1860 years ago. . .
TS AND DINDS Well, during these first three centuries, how did
CHRIST LIM 1 . the Christians know what they had to believe and
His apostles to preach and ieach something that | (1" thov had to do to save their souls? ‘Did they
they learn from Divine lips, and His apostles are know it by the reading of the Bible? Why, no! for
not at liberty to teach or to preach anything they

d they did not know what Gospels constituted the
might fancy ; they were bound to preach, of neces- | pip1, whether it was the Gospelof Sitnon, the Gospel
gity, what they had learned from the lips of Jesus !

Clrist, and by divine inspiration, and nothing €lse of Nicodemus, the Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus, or
? y »e.

. - 5. the Gospel of Mary. It was not until

Hence, my dear people, it is not a matter of indiffer- T THE COTNCIL—

ence whatreligion a man professes, or whata man be- AT THE COT .

lieves, provided he be a good man. He is bound to, crlled by the Pope—that it was decided what con-
believe the revelation of God, the teaching of God; [ stituted the Bible. Hence, they could not take the
and if he docs not he shall never see the face | Bible for their light, for their teacher, as they did
of God—Ne shall never be saved, and has no hope of | not know what really was the Bible. Not only for
.salvation. Is that not reasonable? Is it not rea- | three bundred years was the world left without {the
sonable that a man should belicve, and is bound to | Bible, but for fourteen hundred years ; before the art
believe, what God teaches ? - Where is the man in | of printing was invented, as I explained to you last
his senses—I care not what religion he professes to | Thursday night ; and now I want to repeat a few
follow—where is the man if he has any pretence to | words which I said then, L

Christianity at all, but will admit that wo must be- Before the art of printing was invented—that was

lieve what God tcaches ? - Not to believe what God | about the middle of the fifteenth century, or 400
teaches is . years ago—hooks were rare things; they were costly

things, and not one in $en thousand could procure
T? ST G?D' . . himgul’f a Bible. ' There was many a priest? even,
It isto outrage God, it is tocall into question the wis- | (b 1 o4 no Bible at that time. Martin Luther was
dom and veracity of God. Don't you feel insulted f 5 iioct when he saw a Bible for the first time, and
when any one cn\lg into question your veracity,| . opened his eyes when hesaw it. Thet was inthe
when any one calls into doubt what you say ? You | ;i teenth century, mind; and he says himself in his
are relating a story, and some one is listening to writings that when he found the Bible he opened it
you, who says after you have finished : “Now, sir, 1| (i1} orent cagerness, and he found it was chained.
can't-believe what you say.” Do you mean to tell piy1 o0 55 those days were so costly, so precious,
me I lie?” ©“Noj; 1 mean to say I don't believe |04 (on there was one in s library, they put an
what you say” “Then you mean to say Iama g ., ijgin to it for fear it might be stolen. That is
liar” Don't you teel insulted—in it not anoutrage? | 5 & i
So with God. If we doubt anything which God
. bas revealed, that is an insuit to Him. It is calling
into question either His infinite wisdom, or His in-
finite veracity. We are therefore bound, my dear
people, to believe all the revelations of G.od, all the
teachings. For, if I should believe nime truths
which God has revenled, but doubt of tho tenth
truth, then I insult God just as much as if I denied
the whole ten : and, therefore, I would be guilty;
as the apostle says: “ He who i8 guilty of one is
guilty of all® If I believe all of the truths that
God has revealed with the exception of one, then I
call into question the truthfulness or infinite wis.
dom of God, I shall not dwell upon this an¥ lon-
gor. . :
TOH GREAT QUESTION
now is: If I am bound to believe what God teaches,
under the pain of efernal damnation? 'Then God is
bound to give me the means of knawing what He
teaches. " God is & just God, a fair God, & rcasonable
God; and He will not claim anything which it is
not necessary for me to comply with. What is the
‘means that God has given ug, to know what He
teaches ? “The Bible,” the Protestants says, “the
whole of the Bible, and nothing but the Bible” and
weo Catbolics say : “ Not the Bible,sir” The Bible
is & holy book, the Bible ia the language of inspira-
tion, but yet, with all that, it is not the Bible that
«@od has given to man as a teacher. For, if God
had left man to preach and to learn his religion
from his book, He would have given that book to
man from the beginning. Christ cstablished His
church before he left the earth, but he did not give
‘the Bible to man. The church was established and
was spread uver all the earth before a line of )
THE: NEW TFSTAMENT
-was written, St. Matthew was the first onc that
‘wrote, and he wrote seven years after Christ had
left this earth, St. Mark was tho second one, and
“he wrote ten years after Christ had left this earth—'
at the special request of some Catholics at Rome,
S%. Luke waa the third one, and he wrote between:
. twenty-four and twenty-five ycars afier Christ bad

-demned.” Or, as it reads in the Protestant version
.of the Bible : # He that belicveth not is damned?”
Hence, Faith is necessary io salvation, and without

MARTIN LUTHER :
says in his writings. Bibles were so rare at that
time, though it .was neatly one hundred years after
the art of printing was invented. Before that, not
one in ten thousand out of the whole Christian world
had ever seen the word of God. Now, therefore, if
the Bible is the guide of man, if God had intended
ihat man should learn his religion from a book, why
should he have left the world for fourteen hundred
years withoutthat book ? It would have been unfair
and unjust in God if he should. Ifit were God's law
that man had to learn his religion, and had to learn
what he was to believe under the pain of damnation,
from that book, it would bhave been unfair and un-
just on the part of God not to have,.given that book
to man, But let us pass over alt I said on Thursday
uight, Let us suppose for a moment that all had
the Bible from the beginning, we would then have
to suppose that all knew how to read it—and now
even in'the 19th century, one half of the inhabitants
of the carth cannot read at all; and what good iz o
bock to n man or woman who does not know how
to read it 7—Is that sufficient for them? Then,
agaio, the Bible was writter in Hebrew and in Greck.
Well now ydu don’t know either Hebrew or Greck.
But you sny: ¢ We have transiations of it in all the
languages of tho earth.” How do you know whether
these translations are correct? How do you krow
whetper that'is a faithful translation? And it you
have not .
' A FAITHFUL TRANSLATION, :
it is not the word of God, it is not the Bible vany
more. . How shall yvou ascertain that this is a correct
tranglation of the word of God and the Bible! Well,
you say, © Of course we must depend upon the honesty
of tranglators and the opinions of thelcarned.” Very
well, what do the leared tell you with vegurd to
your own Protestaht version ? The most learned
men amongst you tell you that your own Protestant
translation of the Bible is a very corriipt one. Yon
may reply that it is some old Papist said that—some
‘old Pope, or bishop, or priest. “~Well, it is some . old

many a Protestant bishop, and minister, and learned

.bighop,—but it is ‘a Protestant bishop, mind; and.

Bible; he comes to the conclusion that the Presby-
terian is without the truth of God. And the Pres-
byterian minister, who is a Tearned man, a sincere
and prayerful man, from the reading of the Bibile
comes to the conclusion that Episcopalianism is but
a remnant of Popery. That Episcopalianism is. but
balf reformed. * And there is that in Presbyterian-
ism,” says the Episcopalian, “ that makes no progress
and does no good, because you have reformed too-
much, sir, you have gone too far in the reform, and
you have nothing left of Chtistianity at all.” The
Baptist is a learned man, sincere, honest and prayer-
ful, and he says to the Episcopalian and the Presby-

“terian+

*“YOU ARE NO CHRISTLANS
at all?" #Why?” « Decause,” answers the Baptist,
“you are not baptized.” ©Oh, yest'says the Epis-
copalian, “I was baptized by sprinkling.” Says the
Baptist: “I was baptised in a pool ; yours-is no
baptism at all, unless you are dipped all over with
the waters” One breaks in and exelaims: % Don't
baptize in water at all; we baptize in the Holy
Ghost” Then another says: * Don’t you depart
from the word of God. Baptize the men, but let
the women alone ; for the Bible says, * Unless a man
be born again of water and the Holy Ghost he cannot
enter into the kingdom eof God’ Don't you see
there,” he continues, * that & mar must be of neces-’
sity baptized, but the Bible does not say auything
about the woman.” Thercfore let the woman alone;
they will be all right, they will go to Heaven with-
out any need of it. (Laughter.)
And so with regard to every article of Faith.—
Somctimes yop will hear a Protestant say: “ Well,
sir, of course we canlt deny it; we do differ trom
one another, but then we ara all urited in the es-
sentinls, We may differ from one another in. minor
points, in things of no consequence, but in essential
points, we all agree.” In God's name, who has con-
stituted you to say what is essentjal and what is not
essential 7 I was under the impression that what-
soever God teaches is essential. For God never
daoes non-cssential things. In His infinite wisdom
He never acts without reason and without divine
understanding, Whatsoever,then, God has revealed,
He demnnds that «# shall bolieve. There arc no
such things with God as

ESSENTIALS AND NON-ESSENTIALS.
Whatsoever He has revealed, man is bound to accept
and belicve. God does not speak at random. God
docs not speak, like man, withont thought, without
rerson, and without wisdom. But, you say, my dear

"Protestant friends, you all agree in essentiels; you

may differ from one ‘another in many points, in
things of no consequence, ' Well, let us see that ;
let us examine whether you all agree in cssentials.
First of all, T do not admit that you have a right to
say what is essential and what is not essential ; but
even if you have—even then Isay you do sof and I
will prove it te you.

Some rears ago, before Prussia was an Empire, the
predecessor of the present Emperor held a conven-
tion in Berlin to which the ministers of all denomi-
tions were invited. That King wanted to unite all
his kingdom in one faith, and he hLimself presided
at-the meeting, Ministers of all denominatior s were
assembled there, and their ¢bject was to make a pro-
fiession of faith, They were to compose dogmas to
which all could agree. "What was the consequence ?
The consequence  was this: they became more
divided than ever before, and out of this division
started the present evangelical church. Before that,
in appearance, all were Lutherans, But Methodists
and others bad crept in; the King saw his people
dividing ; Le wanted to unite them all in one—the
one profession of faith, and the consequence was
that more sects sprung out in Prussia than there
were before! Now Bismarck is aiming at that, to
establish religion, by uniting the Church to the
State ; and you will see that infidelity and atheism
will be the final resuit of .it. However, that has
nothing to do with the present subject. Then, in
England, there was held - . '

%A wOr .D'S CONVENTION.”

Ministers of all Protestant creeds throughout the
world were invited to this woyld's convention in
London. Many of you may have read the accounts
of this in the papers. It was held in order to unite
all the Protestants sects into one church, that thus
they might be thd more powerful agrinst Popery.—
The world’s Convention was held, and a decree was
to Le mude in London—n profession of Faith that
all might agreo in, What wag the consequence ?—
They could make no profession of faith atall, ne
creed at all; they couldn’t agree in anything ; they
couldn’t agree on the subj ¢t of baptism ; they
couldn't agree on the subject of hell, for the Univer-
salist wounld never believe in that bad thing—hell.
‘They could not agree even on the divinity of Christ,
and that, my dear people, is the pivot on which the
whole machine-turns. ¥or, if we deny the Divinity
of Christ, and if there is no God, then there is no
Christianity at all, ‘ co e

.Now, when they wanted to insert in the profession
of faith, that Christ is God, what could the Unitari-
ans do but demy it? So they couldn’t agree in a
.single point, except that there is & Supreme Being!
And had they to.go to London to Jearn that there is
a Supreme Being 7 - They might -just as well go to
the wilds of the Rocky Mouritaing, and the Indians
would have taught them tlat much, Now they
say that' ihéy all agree in esséntials; I say they
don't agree.in, anything ; and if they don't agree in

be nothing more than the savages of the Westérn

left the earth. 8St. Luke was the disciple and com-
- -panion of St Peter the apostle; he followed B8t.

Protestant layman, that knows the Hebrew and the

prairies or mountaing—there would not be a frag-

anything; they are cut off from civilization, and can |-

-ment of dh;i;ﬁianity—lcft. Hence, they say} * We
all agree in'essentials.” From this, my dear people,
you.sce their private- interpretation of.the Bible ig

‘guage of inspiration, and your understanding of the
Bible is not the word of ‘God, The Bible is. 8 goéd
book; it is really. inspired by: Almighty Ged,-and we

United States. The constitation is an excellent do-
cument; we cannot wish for anything better for a
free, independent and prosperous people. But, when
George Washington and his associates wrote the
Constitution and the Supreme Xaw of the United
States, they did not say to the American people or
to the colonies ; * Here is the Constitution, here is
the Supreme Law,~now let every one read it and
forma government for himself” If they had said
that there never would have been a Union,.there
never would havebeen a Republic, there never would
bave been a United States. Everywhere the people
would have studied the Constitution, and would
have formed some government or another ; but they
would have had no such country as thig is.” The
States would have been divided, and there nevey
would been the Republic as we have it now. What
then did George Washington and his associates do
in order to .unite the people and to make them a
great, powerful, prosperous and healthy peoplo? He
and bis aasociates appointed o supreme judge and a
supreme court, and commanded ‘the citizens of the
government to be guided by the decisions of that.
supreme court. Thus we have in this land of liber-
ty a supreme power and a supreme judge, and all
persons, from tho highest to the lowest, from the

decisions of that court. It is this that binds us
together; it is this that preserves the Republic, and
from this sprang up the motto— United we stand;
divided we fall.” That was the teaching of the
great General George Washiogton, . That has been
the teaching of every legislature, In all govern-
ments where there is to be a kingdom ‘or an empire,
a monarchy or a republic, everywhere, there is a
supreme court and a supreme judge, from -whese de-
visions there is no appeal. So, in like manner, the
Blessed Saviour has established a supreme eourt and
a supreme judge, who is to give us the trus meaning
of the Beriptures, and that'supreme court is the court
of the living God, the supreme judge, it# hepd the
Pope. And Christ himself says: * He that does not
hear the Church, let him be to thee as the heathen
and the publican” . Even though he knew the Bible
by heart, let him be a heathen, that is, a worshipper
of a false God, ns one who has nothing to do with
Christianity atall.’ Now, the qustion is, what cliurch
shall they hear? It is evident. that Christ  cstab-
lished His church when He was here, ‘and they be-
liaved the church, ' o .

. WHAT COURCR? S
The Methodist, the Qhakers, or the Shakers, Episco-
pal, the Congregational, the Unitarian ‘or TUniversal-
15t ? What church must they hear? The Church,
the Supreme Court, and the Supreme Judge estab-
lished by Jesus Christ; for.that is the church to
which Jesus Christ spoke when He said, *“ Hear ye
the Church, and hée that does not hear the Church
let him be to thee as the heathen and the publican.
Christ, then, has. established the church and He
bas cstablished a teaching church, a church which
He has commanded to teach all nations of the earth,
Which is that church? I have said there are 353
different Protestant Churches, and every day a little
more is added to the number. Every day a new
sect springs up ; sometimes it is a Mrs. Willard, and
sometimes another Mes. Woodhull, and sometimes
apother Mrs. or another Mr. Of all these, which
must we hear? Which I8 the church cstablished
by Chriat? It is the church which has existed from
the time Christ established it on carth. No church
can claim to be the church of Jesus, except the one
established by Jesus. How long is it since Christ
has left this earth? Eighteen hundred and forty
years, Christ came upon earth 1,373 years ago. We
reckon our time from the birth of Christ, and there-
fore we say, “In the year of Our Lord Jesus Christ
1873. He lived upon carth thirty-three years, take
thirty-three from 1873 and we have 1840 yearsover ;
that is the length of time since Christ left this earth.
Now, the church established by Christ must have
existed that long., Which is the church that has
existed 1840 years? There is only one church in
the whole world, and that is the Catholic Church, as
we call it. The Roman Church or

TEE ROMAN CATHOLIC CRURCR,

or the Pope’s Church, I don't care a fiz what youn
call if, ‘That it is our Church, and that it alone has
existed 1840 yenrs, is a fact of history, just as much
as the existence of Alexandria, of Rome, or of
Jerusalem, All history bears testimony—not only,
all Catholic history, but all Protestant history, Pagan
history, Jewish history, and profene history—in a
word, the history of all peoples bears testimony to
this: that the Catholic Church is the oldest, is the
first, is the one established by our Lord and Saviour
Jesns Christ. All monuments of antiquity bear tes-
timony to it,and all the nations of tho earth ac-
lnowledge it. I ask any man, any- preacher, if he
be a man who has a little historical knowledge—

rant men, especially among the Mcthodists—Lut if
I should ask a man of any information : “ Which is
the Church esiablished by Jesus Christ ?" he will say
in an instant it is the Cathelic Church. Some say,
in order to cvade the difficulty: “It is the Grevk
Church.” The Greek Church and the Latin Church
were one for 500 years and more; and they remained
one under, the name of Catholics. Even .now a
great portien of the Greeks are still united to the
-Latin Church, the Church of Rome, accepting 211 its
dogmas, acknowledging the sacraments, and re-
cognizing the supremacy of the Pope as the head of
the Church. - : L

As to yourselves, you must acknowledgo it ; you
can’t deny that the Catholic Church isthe oldest
and the first, the one established by Jesus Christ,
Now, if you acknowledge that; why are you. not a
Catholic? ‘To.this:they answer: “ Of course, the
Catholic Church is the Church established by Jesus
Christ, it is the oldest,and the first ; hut it has fal--
len into error, it isno longer what it was 1800 years
ago.” To this we reply that, if the Catholic Church
ever has been the true Church of God, then she'is

THR TRUE CHGRCE OF GOD

now, and shall be the true church of Gad until the
end of time. For Jesns had pledgad His sacred
word that the church which He has catablished shall
never fall into error, He says that He has buils her
upon a rock, and that the gates of hell $hall never
prevail agaivst her,” Ho has built her upon a rock,
he says, in order to indicate: her solidity and her
firmuess; and the gates of hell,—tho powers of
darkness and heresy,~shall never prevail- against:

error, as our Protestant friends say, then Christ bas
failed'in His promigcs. If He hss failed it His pro-
‘mises, then He has deccived us.i If He hagdaceived
us, then Ie is an imposter—then He is:not-God - :
Hear, then,-Jesus, hear what I have to say., I:say,
if the Catholic church to-day is not the true charch
of God, and is not the same that she was 1800 years
ago, then, O Jesus, T gdy thou ;art an’ imipostor, and
thou hast deceived us!. And if I do not speak 'the
truth, O Jesus, strike, mai:dead -heye to-night |- Let
fire fall from heavenand lot ;me: be consumed to &
cinder! - Such is;our convigtionrand itiis. .., .
_ . A REASONABLE QONVIOTION,. .
that the church is to-day, what it was 1800 years
ago. “Again the Blessed Baviour gays © Go ye,

N
PO

hot the, language of God to man or the teacher.of
mau. The Bible is the book of God:™ The Bible is
tue language of inspiration ; but'we Catholios-claim’
‘thut your explanation of the Bible is Mot thelan-

claim that you hiave not'been tonstituted-fo explaln.
the Bible, cither for yourselves -or for others, It is-
-with the Bible as it is .with the Copstitution of the |

President to the beggar, all are bound to go by the

for you know some of these preachers are very igno- {

that church, Norw, if this church has. fallen into

therefors, and teach all natjons tizin, .
the hame of the Father and of the .Is)o:1 n&; h:}n ﬂ:n
Holy Ghost, teaching them. to observo. all thiy
whatsosver.I hava  commanded you. An‘d-beh‘éldglnr
“8ays Jegus {0 that” Church, 4 Behicld, T, Jesug.] th
King of heaven ard of earth, I the etvrnal t;-u{h T
am with you all days, even to the consumimation ¥
ithe world,—until the “end. of ‘time” Now if ‘u?f
‘Qatholic church has' fallen” into! error, thep' Chrig,
hag abandoned her, for, Ho" canmiot rémaiyy with'st‘
-ehiurch that teaches crror and falsehood; If Heh o
abandoned her, then he hag . * .= -~ - 7 148
f ~. _ BROEEN HIS SOLEMN OATH,
or He swore He would-be with this Chu
even unto the consumation of the ivorlrg.h ﬁ;”?'
"He has broken the selenin promige that He ma&lf
then He is an imposter, then He is not God, 1 &
there is no Christianity—it isa humbug and asu'chee:1
Again, the Blessed Saviour, in St. John Bays: uaf
will send to you another comforter, the Spu-'it f
Truth, even the Holy Ghost” #He shall téa:h
you all truth” said He, “and shall abide with
forever.” * He promised that He would gend to{ﬁ“
Church, the Holy Ghost , the spifit of truth, fho;
should teach her all truth and ‘should abide’ with
her forever, If, then, the Holy Ghost, the Bpirit of
Truth, teaches the Church all truth and shall g
teach her forever, then’ there néver has been an?l
there never con be one single errer in the Church
of God, for within His church there is no error, And
the fact ig = fromuthe very first, Christ commangs u
to hear her and to belisve what she teaches and i:
follows, that the Church can teach no error, For
if Christ commands us, under the pnin of bojp.
looked upor as heathens and publicans, to bclieyi
whatsoever the Church teaches from that very fact
i follows that she can not and never shall teach
error, Moreover, He tells us that we must believe
the.: teachings of the Chureh of God in the §3Mme wa;
as if He himself were .speaking to us. & He thn)t'
Leareth you” said He to the Church, “hearcth me
and he that despiseth you despiseth me” If ever 1'
bear and believe what the Church teaches, then I
hear and believe what God himself teaches, 11
refuse to hear and believe what the Church tcaches
then T refuse to bear and believe what God himse]f :
tenches. Therefore, St. Paulin his Epistle to the
Ephestia.ns.myi; “.E\;fu if an angel from Heavep
were to come teach {o you a different
different reljxion.p d gospel,a
HEAR HIM WOT,

havinginothing to do with it.” Paul was an apostle ke
was 2 man of signs and wondérs. He is called in
the Bible a vessel of riches, carrying the name of
Jesus Christ, a inun riised up to the third hesven:
und he says: “If ever an angel from heaven wers
to come and preach to you a different gospel and s
different religion, hear him not’; have nothing to do
with it.” "And he sayd more than that: * Let the
curse of God be upon bis head” St. Paul. 2 man of
God, an apostle and & disciple of Jesus ; 4 vessel of
election, says: " “ Thé clitirch is the pillar and ths
ground of Truth.” Ske ig the teacher that is togive
us th_e true meaning of the Scriptures ; she has been
appointed by God for that; she hasbeen promised the
Spirit of Truth to abide with us and to correct us in
our interpretation of the Holy Bible. Now, as it is
a,fa(_:t of kisiory, that our church is the onl ¥ one cs-
tablished by Jesus Christ, and, in a like marner it isa
Listorical fact that al} other churches are but instita-
tions of man, Where was Protestantism 400 yenrs

.ago? It was not to be found on the face of the earth,

The first Protestunt that ever came into the world
was Martin-Luther, & Catholic priest who broke his
solemn vows to God, who became a perjurer, and
married a'nun, whe in like manner had made vows
to God and set the seal of virginity on her brow.—
He wasg the first one that raised the standard of Pro-
testantism, in 1510 in Wurtemburg, Germany, Be-
fore that, there was'no Protestantism in the world,
This is a historical fact. Now, had Luther a right
—has any man a right to establish a new religion ?
What man or womae hns o right to dictate to his
fellow-man or his fellow-woman what they shall do
in order to save their souls? Religion must come
from God; God alone bas the right to dictate to man
what he shall do, in erder to save his soul. After
Martin Luther, came scveral others; Martin had
several dusciples, and all of them he told to read
the Bibl¢ and take it for their guide and for their
teacher. They took their man at his word, and in
the very life-time of Martin Luther thers were al-
ready seventy-five different religions, all explaining
the Bible differently from their wmaster, Martin Lu-
ther; (laughter) Then came Johp Calvin, acd es-
tablished the Presbyterian religion in Geneva, After
John came Henry the Bighth, King of England, and
ostablished the Episropalian religion, or the Church
of England. Henry VIII, was a Catholic and he was
called -“the Defender of the Faith.” He wrote a
book against Martin Luther, defending the Catholic
religion and the Seven Sacraments. 1 have seen
that book, written by

HENRY THE EIGHTH,

Isnw it five years ago when I was fn Rome, in the
library of the Pope, Onc of the Kings of England
had presented it to the Pope, and it was thenina
glass-case. Henry the Eighth would have never
fullen away from the Church of God had he not been
o lustful man. He was married, but there wasa
very leautiful woman, a very charming woman, the
maid of honor to his Queen, Anne. Boleyn was her
name, He fell in loye with her and he was anxious
to mnrry her; but, ‘unfortunntely for Limself, he
was & mamied man already, So he wrote to the
Pope for :a dispensation, to be allowed to marry
Anne Boleyn, Why! the Pope could give him no
dispersation. The Pope hus no right to do away
with the Inwof God. The gospel is plain on the

-subject, for the ‘blessed Saviour said: ¢ That man,

that puts away lus wife and marzies another one, he
commits adultery.” Hence, the' Popo could give
him no dispensation, for the Pope has-no power
over the commandments of God. If for instance
any one of you marry and put away your wife. and
take another one, you arc an adulterer, and there i8
no hepe of salvation for-you—*for the adulter shall
‘never enter into the Kingdom of Henven,” says Saint

-Paul. ‘Well, the Pope did not give the dispensa-

tion, and Henry took out a dispensation, for him-
self and married Amne Boleyn. ~After & while
‘there way another handsome woman and he says:
“ I must'have hor;"and so he put’away Anne Bo-
leyn aud toolc the otherto his embraces. And there -
was o third one, % Well,” snysihe, # I have gone 50
far, I might as well go a little farther.” So he took
o fourth.one, and a fifth one, and a sixth one,inlike
manner. This is - - ST :
*TIIE'FOUNDER OF THR'CNURCH OF ENGLAND—
that man, with his'six wives! They might just a8
well bave taken Joo Smith for their ‘founder!
-(Laughter.) ‘+Henry ' the. Fighth- was excommuni-
cated from. the church, and thon-he commenced 8
new religion, which was culled the Church of Eng-
land. As the law-established it, the law, too, forced
it upor the peoplé. After Henry, carne his bastard
‘daughter, Blizabeth, to persecute and put to death
:all those that were. professors of tho Catholic Faith.
“T'his. Elizabeth was cnlléa  Gond/Queex Bess? - Ahl
the Lord save us from Good Queén - Bess, who -mur-
dercd ‘and put to death forty thousand, people!
(Lrughter)” Thets is not an English historian but
would be mighty glad if he could tear cut those pages
-of -their history which:céntain the names of Henty
“VII and Eliznbeth, ! But their names stand :ther0 -
.as founders of the Church,of England..: Meny years
after that, -came John , Wesley, - He, was: first a8 .
Episcopalian; thén he joined thé Motavian Brathrent,
; ; ; I for himself,

ond finally ‘John Wesley made & church for hi. 1
‘establishiny the Methodistraligion. ITkis wasabott ',
1150 years ago. ', Dhen &léxni:de‘r,anmpba.lli"‘@"ﬂ'",‘
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