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sisters of the cralt are teo wise to show their noses on such a night
as this. It is some youag female who has lost her way ; bat,
at all events, she must bear us compauny till we take a fresh'depar-
ture ; and a drop of something warm within will serve 1o fend

off the cold without.”

By this time the whols perty had alighted ; the door of the
Jbarn was thrown open, and each man led in his horse, appa-
rently heavily laden. A few minutes afterwards, Ellen Courtney
was compelled to enter, and found herself in the midst of a band
of desperate ontlaws, whose countenaaces assumed a more fero-
olous aspect.from their being but dimly seen by the light of dark
‘Janterns, from which the shades were removed. Eilen had heard
many extravagant talesof the reckless and hardened depravity of
smugglers, and she trembled with apprehensien that her life
woald be sacrificed.  Still she replied clearly and distinctly to the
questions that were put to her, and the answers were so artless

as 1o carry conviction to the. most suspicious mind.

«¢ Jt matters not,”” eaid one ofthe most determined and despe-|
rate of the party ; * the girl mustgo with us, till our own safety
js past doubt. Here we must Jay apon our oars till midnight,

e reereramrmamemrrerte )

It was substantially erected in the old style to endure for ages,
and had a lofty roof, with blackened rafiers and stout oak cross-
beams, It had long been the oceasional resort of smugglers---the
occupier, fora handsome consideration, keeping every thing
prepared for their reception. Elfen looked upon the groupe of]
about thirty men, most of them in the dress of country labourers
(but there were twoa or three evidently superior to the rest), as
they saton the scattered straw upon the ground and passed round
the fiquor. She shuddered at the thought of their becoming in-
toxicated, and secretly offered up fervent prayers to the Almighty
for protection in this hour of peril. 'The lights shed 2 dim lustre
on their revelry, but every now and then the Rashing lightning
threw its red glare through the crevices, and gavea brilliancy to
every object, whilst the terrified horses pawed with their hoofs,
orstarted from side to side, heedless of restcaint. It was a study
for the painter.

1 say, Master Coldtoast,”” exclaimed the leader, who had
been designated as old Badger, * if yoa ever disobey my orders

again, asyoudid to-day, remember, there’s fishes inblue water
as wasts feeding.”

and then every man to his etation. Condact the young lady te
_ghe far corner of the barn ; there is clean steaw for her to zest her
Aelicate limbs upon.  And naw, lads, let us laugh at the gale, and

*“ 'Pat, man,” responded the individual addressed, a Yer-

cules-looking being, with monstrous black shaggy whiskers, and

_ drive gway care.”’

"« Oh, in mercy, in pity,”” émplored Ellen, < do not detain me !
. 1 do not fear the storm. Let me raturn to my only parent, whose

" anguish at my absence may be fatal.”

+¢ You should have thought of that before, young lady,” re-
turped the man, ** and not have wandered so far from home.
All entreaties, all complaints, are useless, now. It is truoe, may-
"jmp‘ that you do net mean £o inform upon us, but, suppese you
" should fall in with the Philistines, and they should question you,
" swonld you deny your having seen us? You kuow our prefesaion,

-" X suppose »’

©" #Ydo,” returned the frightened girl, ** but, indeed, indeed
£ will not betray you. Oh! let me implore you to suffer me to

‘ goto @y mother I**
7 &'If you know our trade, young woman,”

feast,”” and he essayed to press his lips o her’a.

. . ¢ Spare me, spare me P> shrieked tbe terrified Ellen, ag ehe
. struggled to disengage herself ; **as you are men, do not ineult

the defenceless !"*

<« QOh'! oh! pretty ene '’ returnad the fellow, ¢ you have let
the secret out. If you were not defenceless, then, you would
set us at defiance? Bat, take her away,’’ added he, with more
sternness 3 *“and, d’ ye hear, girl, no attempts at escape, for®

exposiu!azed the
' emuggler, ** you must alse know the risks we ruu, and, there-
‘ fore, we will take good care you de mot betray us. Take her
away, Teetotum,* to yon corner, a8 Iorder you, and take the
. first apell in watching her, ormayhap she wonld rather sit amongst
. & met of jovial fellows, and share our grog. Come, come,” con-
tinued he, passing his arm familiarly and rudely round her waist ;
»¢] dearly love a pretty girl, and you shall be my queen of the

features indicative of villany apd conning: ** Tut, man, when I
stropsa block, I dees it my own way ; and when I handles a
musket, 1 points it at who 1 pleases.”

** You’ll get hauged some day for your murderovs gualities,”
returned the first, *<and weshall be tarred with the same brush
for being found in such blackguard company.”

was a whispering in her ear like the hissiug of a serpent, which
ttered, °* Silence, devil ! it was a woman who first betrayed
man to death.  Another murmuf, louder than an infant’s sigh,
and it shall be your last in this world, if 1 get scragged for it
to-morrow.”’

A loud knocking was heard at the door of the barn, but all was
quiet within, A confosed noise of voices in high dispute reached
poor Ellen’s ear, and in the hope that rescue was near, shé
would have cried out for help ; but the band pressed heavily on
her throat, and its gripe tightened as if the smuggler was appre”
hensive of her design.

¢ Move but a limb,” whispered he, ¢ and it shall scon stiffen
into death. Stir but your tongue, and I will tear it from its roots,
One murder has already been commitied, and two won’t bring a
heavier punishment,*’

The knocking was renewed, and Ellen became sensible of the
fact that attempts were making to force an entrance. A elight
bustle and whispering took place within the builaing, and there
was that peculiar sound, unlike all others, which was emitted from
the prepuration of fire-frms by the clicking of locks. ¢ They’re
here ! they’re here !> was shouted outside, and then an andible
whisper within exelaimed, ** Stand steady, lada ! ’tis Moody’$
men ; fire by sixes.  Juniper, take the first shot; old Budger
next. Where is Coldtoast 2"

< 1 am here,’’ replied the wretch, who was grasping Ellen’s
neck, and instant recollection told her that the hand of the mur-

* I'm thinking,”’ sgid Coldtoast, with a demoniac grin, ¢ that
there’H be a piece of new rope cut for most of us on the day we
slip our wind.  But, I tell you, master, to your teeth, that Pin
no child to be snubbed and cressed by a waspish nurse. If I am
to stiek by you, and do my duty, why let me steer by my own
compass ; and, if not, then give me my discharge, square the ac-
counts, and let’s part friends.”

¢ Let us have none of your wrangling, now,”” said another ;

derer was upon her.  ““ 1 am here, at my post, and ready to do
my office.”
« Now, villain as yon are, if you commit one act of injury
upon that innocent girl, I will demand a fearful reckoning " ore-
turned the first, which was answered by a low, stifled laugh of
derision.

¢ Comne out, old Badger !’ shouted a voice from the outside,
as the party were making strenunous efforts to bresk open the
doors. ¢ Come out, you ould varmint; the young Lion is 1ot
with you, now ; we have him_caged safe enough 3’ and again,

“it’s ill work quarrelling amongat ourselves, when mayhap  the
enemy is close aboard of us.. I Coldtonst did shoot the fellow,
it was more in self-defence than otherwise ; but, where’s the
body 2’

** They’ve stowed it away nunder the straw, there,”’ replied a
fourth, pointing in the direction where Ellen was sitting, and indis-
tinctly catching the purportof their conversation ; “ but, we must
shove it down the hatebway, as soon as we ean find a snng spot,
for, though they say dead mea tell no tales, yet they give strong
evidence above ground.’’

From the language that had heen overheard, Ellen became aware
that murder had been committed, and her heart sickened at the
thoaghts of such companionship, It was evident that there were
men among them whose unbridled passiens were capable of lead-

amidst curses and hammering, the doors shook with the assault,

< Men ! the young Lion is not caged,” uttered in an under-
tone the individual who had issued his directions to the smugglers
relative to the order in which they were to fire.  * He is bere,

tamong you, unshackled and free ; be firm, and take steady aim.

Do uot leave a rascal of the cutter to sup his broth sgain. ‘Wa
have nothing left but to fight for it.”

To be conlinued.

=

A DREAM.
{ We make the subjoinied extract from the tale of * Thalaba the
Destroyer,” by Dr. S8authey. The poet Montgomery thus speaks
of it: < For myself] am free to acknowledge, that the eflect pro-

ing them to the perpstration of the worst of crimes. Some of their

Opium eater.~—~Such music, such mystery, such strife, eonfusion,

hands were already stained with blood, and there did not appear
to be a single individual to whom she could look for protection.

—ghowing the bright barrel of a pistol—¢¢ this will send a quick
and faithful messenger after you.”
" 7phe shrinking Elien accompanied the man designated Teetotum
20 ﬁ{g far end of the barn, where she sat herself down on some
" fard sabstance that was covered with loose dtraw, the smuggler
placing himeelf by her side. ¢¢The ould Badger is too hard upon
you, Misy,”’ said the man, * but, ke has no young blood in his
veins, now ; and, besides, that ugly figure-head of his arn’t much
Tikely to win a lady’s favour. You are hard up in a clinch, that’s
for sartia ; but, still, if you could faney & handsome young fel-
low, like myself, why 1 might be tempted to runa litle hazard
in releasing you. What say you, my beauty?”” And the fel-
jow threw hisarm rourfd her nack, indelicataly placing his hand
upon 2 bosom aspure as 1t ‘was fair. Insulted virtue gave strength
to the lovely maiden, and indignantly she flung from his embrace.
¢ {a this England ?** said she, ““the jand that protects the de-
solate, and whose laws are the boast of the civilized world?
Keep from me, villain " for he wae again pressing closer to
ker, “or | shall rouse your roaster, who W_ill make you know
jour daty. - The base insujter of innocence is generally a coward
at heart.”’ .
« Qh, well!” retarned the wretch, “there’s no accomnting
for tastes! Mayhap you may like onld Ba‘dger better nor me ;
but, howsomever, you are my prize, for it was I who first grap-
pled with you, and so I'll e’e havemy due. You see they’re
hard at it bowsing up their jibs, and, before they purchase their
anchors, thers *Jl be some scrimmaging and black eyes and bloody
noses. Now, wo hate all laws except of our own making,
and how you’ll weather it ont among a et of drunken despera-
does is for your conasideration, any more than I°d wish to sarve
a pretty girl if she’s ownly kind,” and again the smuggler at-
tempted the same indecent liherty he had befor‘e taken ; but El-
1en firmly repulsed him, and the fellow threw himself back upon
the straw, muttering curses, and swearing that he would have
his revenge before they parted. '
The building they were in was an jmmense barn, appropriated

to the receipt of grain when no farm.house stood upox the land.
O g Y e —

o i i iates int or peculiar
. mageler is kKnown 1o his associates by some quain
Ibm?,‘:vd 'in g0 ingtance is e ehristeued of ‘surnsmo of the parsy ased.

¢ Keep sober, all of you,” exclaimed old Badger, himself fast

approaching to that state of inebriation which renders the harden-
ed drunkard desperate and dangerous. ¢ Keep sober, } say ; we
ghall econ have a pair of eyes upon ue that none of you can de-
ceive. Juniper, look out and see what sort of weather it is,
These summer squalls are like womsn’s tears, soon passed
away, and dried up by the breath of pleasure.”

The man obeyed, and Ellen observed that he stood for some

time at the door of the building in conversation with another per—
son, whilst the caronsal went on within.

At Jength he returned
and reported the subsiding of the storm. The terrified girl deter-
mined to make one more effort to regain her Jiberty, and, advan-
cing to old Badger, she entreated bim in the most earnest man-
ner to let her depart ; but be was determinately stabborn againse
all her prayers, and rudely commanded her to return to the place
she had quitted through the carelessness of her keeper, who had
fallen into a deep sleep. A smart blow from the hoary smuggier
roused bim to his duty, and Fllen again seated herself in her for-
mer position.

« Come, come, young woman,’” eaid Teetotam, stretching
himself by the side of the trembling maiden, andby. the rudeness
of the act displacing the scattered straw ; ‘¢ come, come, no more
slipping from your moorings, if you please, I'must just take the
liberty of lashing these pretty feet together, and then in spite of
ould Badger, 1'll have my snooze out.” He produced a piece of|
cord, and was shout t¢ put his threat lntfi'.&z"ieeutian, when Bllen
stretched forth her haod to assist her in rising from her seat, and
she placed iton 2 cold clammy substance, which the feghle light
showed her was the face of a corpse. A wild, p%ercing shriek
rang through the puilding ; the 'men atarted tp their arms ; ‘tbe
lamps were extinguished or concealed ; and Ellen, with horrible;
sensations, noable to stir, yet sensible to her situation, lay crouch-
ing by the sideof the mardered man, with darkness all sround her.
Ther; was for a few moments a dend silence, which was lTrnken
by the gound of a shrili whistle outside the bailding, and the sod-
den entrance of some one, who immediately closed the ~(lmwa.
Again the loud shriek of the tortured girl was heard, but snddenly

agony, despair, with splendors and glonms, and altersations of rap-
ture and horror, the tale of < Thalaba,’” with its marvellous rythm
and original pageantry, produces on the mind of the entranced,
delighted, yeu affiicted readar—so at leastit. affected me. L have

suid that the experiment wag victoricus—bat the anthor himeplf
has not ventured to repeat it ; like a wise man (which poets
seldom are, especially successful ones,) coutenting himself with
the glory of having performed an unprecedented feat, and which
may very well remain an unrivalled one.”’}

¢« The scene commenced with a music of preparation and awa-
kening suspense ; & music like that of a coronation authems, and
which, like that, gave the feeling of a vast march—of infinitecaval-
cadea filing off ; and the tread of innumerable armics.’ The
morning was come of a mighty day—a day of crisis and final hops
for buman natuse, then suffering some mysterious eclipse, and
laboring in some dread extramity. Somewhere, 1 knew not
where ; somehow, I knew not how ; by some beluge,. 1 knew
not whom ; @ battle, a strife, an agony wWas conducling; Was

evolving like a great drama, or piece of music 3 with which wy
sympathy was the more insupponable from my co»nfuiionnﬁ” to lfs

place, its cause, ite nature, and its possible iesus. I, af‘nsual in

dreams, where of necessity we make ourseltes central to every
movement, had the power and yet had not:the power to decide it,
1 had the power, if I could raise mysell to WII} it; and yet had
not the power, for the weight of tweaty Atlantics was upon me,
or the oppression of inexpiable guilt

¢ Deeper than plummet ever ?0"“.36‘]_, 1lay inactive. Some
greater interest was.at stake ; some mightier cause than ever yet
the sword ht,dp‘“ded or trumpet ind proclaimed. "Then came
sudden alaqms, and hurryingsto and fro ; trepidations of innume-
rable fugitives ; | knew not whether from the good cause or
the bad ; darkness and lights ; tempest and human faces : and,

at faat, with the sense that ¢ll was lost, female forms, apd the
features that were worth all the world to me,—and bul & moment
allowed,~and clasped hands, and heart-breaking partings, and’
everlasting farewells ! and with a sigh, such as tha ceves of helt

sighed when the incestuous mother uttered the abhorred name of .
Death,—the sound was reverberated—everlasting farowells }—

and again, and yet again, roverberated— everlasiing farowalls !

And I awoke in stroggles aud oried oat, * 1 will sleep np mere i

she felt the fingers of a rough hand clutehing her throat, and there

daced.on my miad by its porusal, resembled the dreams: of the .
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