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Those subscribers who do not gd theii- paper regulirly, will iblige by ad-

dressing apostai card tio . 0. Box 905, or it the ofce 162 St. 7iues Street.

TO OUR READERS.

Our readers will greatly oblige if each will endeavour to get us one sub-

scriber for 1879. The price is only $1.25, including delivery. This is the

cheapest paper of its kind in America, and the Proprietors confidently appeal

to your kindly aid in this direction.

PERSONAL.

Our MIr. George Itlaynird is aibouft to pay i visit t/hruigh Ontario. Such

attention as he may receive will be esteemed a /zi'r.

NOT TILL TIIEN.

When Montreal bas a Board of lealth, the meîîmbers of which can
transact their business decently and in order; wheni it can show that it is
exclusively composed of intelligent gentieimen ; hen its proceeding cease to

savour of the circus clown style of humour ; when it ha0 lirst cleansed itself from

the pollution of offensive personalhties, which ai present infect it, then, and not
till then, may we expect to find that the problem of snall-pox bas been
mastered, and the sanitary condition of our city show some :igns of improve-
muent.

THE PIttDIGAL'S ItET'iN.
A MOLIERN .AB.E.

Once uîpon a time a Crocodile made his home upon the bank of a noble
river. le was a respectable riocodile ; went ta meeting regularly and be-
came a pattem ta all the young Crocodiles in the neighbourhoud. This Cro.
codile had accumulated a ilarge ' nest egg " by his eiergy and perseverance.
Wherever he went nothers of large families would point at him and say ta
their little ones: " See, yonder there goes an upriglit imemnber of our society,
follow his example and vou may do well." And aIl the little Crocodiles
would envy him as lhe passed. At certain seasons of the year he would go
among them and speak wîrdlaof kindness and encourageiient, and his face was
az familiar at their mectmpii. as the sun at noon.day. As lis means increascd
le became a representatuie mn their couincils ; for his woids wvere weighty, and
he was supposed to p-ses a clcar and mîdependent judgnent. Su lne went
on, and this Crocodile was universally respected by all who didn't know him.
Business thrived su well that he fou d it necessary to take a partner that had
saved the hard earniings of the best art of his life. luit the hard times came
and there was a scarcty of enployment for thousands of honest, willing ani-
mals that could not find anything tu do. But iiiisfortuines will come when we
least expect them, and great was the consternation which startled the ieigh-
bourhood when il was discovered that this great and good Crocodile was miss-
ing. For it was thouglht that lie had druwned hinself, and much gnef vas
felt for his absence.

So the Lion and the Tiger, the Leopard, the Fox, the Wolf, the Beaver
and others, which had esteemed Iimîî for his integrity (for this Crocodile had
lived on excellent terms with ail the animals of the place) came ta his partner,
a young and intelligent Nevfoundlaid, and said : We are much concerned
about thy partner. Where is he ?" And the Newfoindland could not tell
them-for he was as much surprised as any of them. A nd lie dlsired of them
ta take possession and make him a barikrupt. But they waere lti to do this,
for they felt that the Newfoundland was in a sore strait. And soon it was dis-
covered that the old Crocodile had gone away with large neans ; some said he
was taken sick ; others, who were jealous of his position, inîsinuated that he had
gone for good. But at length a message came that lie had gone West, but
would retum, and three days passed and sull he did not cone.

Then the creditors were forced in justice ta themselves to take possession.
At length the Crocodile's actual whereabouts was discovered, and friends
went ta him, and persuaded him to return. Sa they brought hini back amid
much tears and rejoicings, and they made a great fuss over him, and said
among themselves, " Is not this an honest Crocodile to return so willingly,
whereas he might have built himself a snug home on the bank of some river
in the United States." And all were touched by his noble self-sacrifice and
great generosity in coming back. For other Crocodiles, not nearly so well off,
have been smothered in a mud-cell for less cause. And the Crocodile shed
tears of sorrow so profusely that the city near by the river's bank was almost
flooded. And there was a general rejoicing among the creditors, and every-
body felt happy, except the Newfoundland that had been so cruelly left alone

to face the storm of adversity. And the Crocodile lived and was respected for
doing, under moral compulsion, what other Crocodiles bave been forced to do
under the Warrant.of Authority.

:Aora/.-We may learn in this affettirig Fable how il is posible to dis-
guise Impôs.ture in the garb of Virtue. Ardto any Crocodcies who mayfeel sim-
ilaly iinclined, we would ay "go oest if you want to.-but please settle plI

"A WOIBK OF ;,ART."

Shadows, in some instances, cast themselves in front-dependant always
upon the position of the light-but according to the modern idea-which is
generally antagonistic to that of the ancient-shadows are cast at right angles
to the line of light. A portrait of Sir Patrick McDougall, recently on exhibi-
tion in Dawson's window, is recommended to the notice of the Art Associa-
tion. It may possibly account for the phenomenon. Leonardo da Vinci,
Rembrandt and other noted amateurs, knew better. But alas I their race is
defunct. Possibly the artist, who is not wanting in talent, may throw some
light on this subject fron a more satisfactory angle. May his shadow never
grow less.

NOTHING* LIKE BRAINS.
The old lady who is supposed to edit the Literary Department of the

Star, a few days ago rnade the astounding assertion that " Mountain views
were well calculated to develop the intellect." We had serious thoughts of
visiting the Mountain in order to gel an intellectual feed gratis, but alas I we
came down tired and weary. On looking at the Star again (to make sure of
our authority) we found the eccentric female had been juking, for she informs
us (see .Stzr Jan. 27th) " that's the sort of hair-pin I am." Well, if this isn't
the eccentricity of an over-fed intellect, we cannot account for the old lady's
facility of expression in any other way. Nowý we would like to k-now hiow
long a residence it would need upon the Mountain summit to get one's wits
sharpened? before a person would be capable of producing such airy, literary
humour as we have quoted. We have heard of " public educators," and had

.a notion that " hair-pins " were very convenient auxilliaries for the higher
adorniment of women, but really we should like to sec the literary "air-pin"
of the Star, in urder to ascertain how far that very convenient instrument had
pierced her brain.

WANTED-A CHIEF OF POLICE.

By PAr. FoRx.

Times are hard and enployment scarce. The post of Chief of Police
isn't to be had every day. " Go for it, Paul " said my inner self, " and you will
succeed." My " inner self's " hea.1 was level and' I vent for it-well knowing
il would not cone to nie.

I borrowed a half dollar from a friend, and gave il to another fellow who
produhced the following testimonial, signed by the usual number of irresponsi-
bIe pripcrty-holders, those holding first imortgages prewr:ed.

TESTIMONIAL

il '. !t- uiderigned Citizens cf Iontreal, have inuch pleasure in certufying to tLe abilities
of Paul Foird, Esquire, aged 28, no occupation, for lie positiou of Chief of Police. Fiomi
wlat we kno, ofi miî, we fuel ihoroughly convinced that hi, peculiar fitnues for working ut
a clue, in inagiiiiion, otir fur elaborating a theory, after a iysterious robbery, are unsuir-
pa-ed, while hi., miniate knoîwlelge ofthe whereaboutsof the aiver..ge policean after dark,
and his originail nethod of striiking and i laying oui a beat" are notto be dtespised. He has
ni. poult cs, id ni, religion, but is a comisisent o rshipper of hal

il < surt4-r estify that lie is perfectly coor blind on the Twelfthl, doesn't know
any rtv tunies. but ls an acconplished pertoreron the pig's whistl; that being the
syiiboelit.J miiisi ai instrument of our native Polce Force.

Signîed oitc.)

The first "citizen" I met looked at the document. We went into the
City Club, and lie signed it without a rmur. "' Hold on a moment"
said he, wiping his lips, "I think I can get you half a dozen mure dis.
tinguished citizens." Presently, he brouglht in live others, who ilso sigied on
the usual terms, (for I never run up a score at a tavern.) In two hoiurs I pro-
cured seventy-six signatures ait the trifling cost of eight dollars and sixty-three
cents-(wholesale rates.) It's always better to do these things by the gallon,
when you're on a mission of this kind.

Withouît delay I called upon the Chairman of the Police Comimittee, who
received nie very politely, and begged me to take a seat. "'lTis Testimonial
reads very well " said lie, " but have you had any experience ? "

SThiat's just wliere you're talking. I have been outside a station, inside a
a station, occupied many a station, and in fact I've been in the station-
ary business for the last twelve months-and not a single policeman has ever
told me to 'nove on.' "

"But have you ever been in a position of trust and responsibility ?"
"Of course I have. I've been in the drug business, where I came ta grief

through too much trustfulness. I have been in the telegraph business, where
I've telegraphed .many a voter on election day ; I've been an officer, and have
held a commission. Isn't that experience enough? "

That's so. Then yoi can drill ? "
Drill ! Rather. Why I could drill a hole in a policeman's intellect,

with any man in the Country."
"That augurs well for success," said the Chairman.
"I guess it does, I replied. But I hope I don't bore yoz."
"Not at all, for we must be particular in these matters. Now supposing

a Detective arrested a man, for whose apprehension there was, say, four thou-
sand dollars reward. What wouîld you do, supposing he arrested his prisoner,
and took him to a hotel instead of bringing him to you as he lad been
instructed ?

"Do? Why I should expect at least half of the reward, which if I


