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¢ even thoss visited by Stephens and Catherwood.

They have the same general. character, but their
sreservation in some respects is more perfect.

he principal of these ruins are at a place called
Chichen, situated in the midst of a vast plain, al-
nost midway between-the two oceans. On the
tops of the pyramids, resembling those which
Mr. Stephens met with in other places, and
which he conjectured to be. the bases of public
buildings, this traveller actually found massive
ediices in a state of tolerabﬂ: preservation.
Amonz them was one differing from the
rest, in possessini a circular. form, and in be-
ing rounded at the tog.,l in 2 manner somewhat
vesembling a dome. He found walls, vaulls,
and floors, covered with a hard composition bear-
finish, colored interior walls, sculp-
as relief, stone rings for the hanging of
larze -doors, and varvious other cvidences of art
We
the traveller in question, to publish an account
of his visitto Yucatan, and a description of these
cutious remains.— Evening Post.

THE FAMILY CIRCLE.

MOUNT MORIAHN.

Believe what God commands,
Obey his precepts given,
Thus shalt thou fill his just demands,
And find the way to heaven.

Tuis mountain is situated in the eastern part of Je-
rusalem, and is one of the four bills upon which the
eity was built. It was known ata very early period
in the history of the world, as Abraham was directed
to 3o to it and offer a sacrificc therecn,  God wishing
to tempt Abraham, or try his faith, called to him out
of heaven, and commanded him to zo to the land of
Moriah, and there upon a mountain which he would
show him, to offtr up his only son as a saerifice.
What a strange command ! 8 father to Lill his own
son, and offce him as a sacrifice to God ! No doubt
Abraham thought it very strange, but he knew that it
was best alswways to do just as the Lord commarded,
eod sohe Llook up his son with the woed for the burat-
offering and s Lnife, and came 1o the plase which God
bad appointed. When he arrived 2t the spot, he built
an altar, placcd the wood in order, then bound Isaac
and laid him upon it . And nos what will he do?
Pechaps he said, * Shall I indecd kill my son, my on-
1y son Isaac 1 Docs God truly wish me to kill my
darling boy 1 Can he be a just and merciful being to
require this act at my hand 2

t1is heart yearns within him. There is Isaac bound
upon the altar. The father hesitates. He struggles
betveen duty to his God and love to his child. What
will he do?  Will he kill him 7 1lc stretches forth
his hand—he seizeo the kaifc—he raises the fatal wea-
pon to strike, and Isaac is

“ Ho'd ! Abraham, hold ! Lay not thine hand up-
cn the lad, neither do thou any thing to him, for now
¥ know that thou fearest Ged, sceing thou hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son from me.”” I:aac is
savcd, and Abraham in the fullness of his joy, calls the
place Jehovak-jirik, the Lord will provide. For his
vbedience, God pr his blessing upon him,
promising that his sced should be numerous as the
sands of the sca-shore, and possess the gates of their
encmics ; and that in hia family, all the carth should

_ be bleased.

The next important thing connected with the history
of \his mountain, is the building of the temple cf So-
tomon. The summit or top of the hill was anciently
used by Orman the Jebusite as a thrashing cor, or a
place where grain was trodden out by catile. David
wishing to secure it for the purpose of devoting it to
the Lord, bought it of Orman for six hundred
sbekels of gold, or about two thousand dollars,
a0l began Lo prepare for building the house of the
Lord. As it was to be a building of great splendor
and magnificcnce, he made large preparations, bring-
in gold, silver and precious stones from (forcign
lands, and gathering hewn stone acd timber until the
quantities became so great that they could act be
told. Datid did not, howceer, build the temple.
He had made many wars and shed much blood, ard op

==

this account the Lorddirected that his son who should
reign after him, should build a house to his name.
After the death of his. father, Solomon was made
king, and began, as he had been directed, to build the
terople. He had very miny persons employed, some
in hewing timber, some in preparing stones, and
others in carrying them to the place where they were
necded.

There were eighty thousand men who workedin the
mountains and seventy thousand who carried burdens,
besides all the persans who were set over the work;
and though therc were so many laborers, yet so great
wwas this housc that it required sevenly years anda
half to finish it. Vhen it was completed, Solomon
assembled all the elders and chiefs of Israel, madca
great feast and solemnly dedicated it to the Lord For
a long time the temple stood, and the Lord was plens-
ed to dwell there, and mect with his people. But at
length they sinned againsthim, and it was destreyed.
A new temple was built, which remained until Jery-
salem was destroyed by the Romans, when it perished,
nover (0 rise again. As the Saviour told his disci-
ples when they showed him the great and beau—
tiful atoncs of the building, not one stone was left up.
on another, that was not thrown down.

Mount Moriah, the place where Abraham sacrifced,
and where the temple once stocd, is now occupicd by
the Mosque of Omar, a building considercd most sa-
cred by the Mohammedans. No Christian or Jew
¢an go into it, nor even step into the yard which sur-
rounds it, without sullering death or embracing the
Moslem religion.

While we sorrow that this great work has been
destroyed, and this sacred mountain descerated by
the abomination of desolalion, lct us remember, that
Ihere is snother temple, not made with hands, dut
efernal ard secure in the heavers. Ged is there,
Seraphim and cherubim are there.  Angels and the
rcdeemed spirils of all 2gea are there; and you, my
reader, you may be there,

Beyond the clouds, beyord the sky,
There is a housc of God 3

Unknown, unseen to mortul cye,
A palace for the good.

It knows no change—il knows pno sin—
Destruction or despair ;

Sorrow nor pain can enter in,
Nor death or cursc is there.

RELIGIOUS LITERATURE.

From the Walchman of the Soulh.
BROTIIERLY LOVE.
THE COOD SAMARITAN CONTINUED.

THE foregoing narrative is commonly spoken of as 8
parable ; but it has nothing of the mature ofa para-
ble in it. 'There is nothing figurative or parabolical
in the whole discourze. It is a simple, touching, his-
torical narrative. Probably a real statement of nu-
thentic facts well krown. Or il we suppese it to be
a fictitious mparrative, yetin this view it has nonc of the
characteristics of a parable.  But what should hinder
us from viewing it as a true statcment of such facts?
Certainly there is nothing improbable in the nhole ac-
count. The ccun'ry hetween Jerusalem and Jericho
is dreary and desolate ; in a grest megsure uninhabi-
ted, and infested with robbers; and'in that age, and
aflerwards, noihing was mere cocmmen than for the
banditli, or sicarrias they were called, to 31l upon
the unarmed travellers, and rob and murder them 5 as
is taught abundantfy in the history of Joscphus. And
our blessed Saviour was not unaequainid with this
d:u;gcrouo road; he having travelled it more thsn
once ; but in his deep humiliation, ncither horse nor
ass cacrled him in his tedious journeys from Galilee
lo Jerusalem, and from Jerusalem to Jerieho.  All
his journcys,, we hate 3 good reason to believe, were
performed on foot. Tt is true, that his litile comparny
was oot likely to be attacked by the rebbers.  They
Curnishcd no sufficient prospeet of booly to tempt
these lawless men, who lived by plundering teavel-
ters, and hod no disposition ta attack those from nhem
nothing was to bs expected but perhaps a few loaves
of breed, asd 3 few perce earricd in o ecrip.

The object of this narrative is exglicitly stated to
be an answer to a certain lawyer who * stocd un
and tempted our Saviour, saying, Master what shell
I do toinherit cternal life T He said unto him, What
is written in the law, how readest thou 7 Ard he
answering, said, ¢ Thou shalt Jove the Lord thy Ced
with all thy heart, ard with ell thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and withall thy mird, and thy neightor
as thyscl.’ Axd he said unlo him, thou hast answerai!
right ; this do and thou shalt live. But he willing to
Jjustify himself, said, ¢ And who is my neighbor
And Jesus answered and said, €A certain man went
down from Jerusalcm to Jericho,® ? &e. Ardwhen ke
had finished the narrative, he said, ¢ which now ¢l
these three was neighbor unto him that fell among the
thicves 772 And he said ““he that shewed mercy ¢h
him.” And Jesus said unto him, ¢ go thou and do
likewise.”” Thatis, whenever you find a fellow erea-
ture in distress, of whatever naticn, tribe, or seet he
may be, be ready by every means in your power, to
show merey unto him. While the pricst ond Levite,
through bigotry or selfishness, violated the sccord
commardment of the law, the Samaritan cbeyed, ard
loved his (ellow creature as he did himael 3 and obey-
ed that golden rule, ¢ \Vhatsoever you would hare
men dounto you, do you the same unto them ; for
this iThe Law and the Prophets.” That is, what-
cver-moral dutics are obligatory upen men, and in-
culcated in the whole Bible, as due ({rom one to ano-
ther, they are briefly summed up in his short precept.
And the case of the good Samaritan also excmplifies
that preecpt of our Lord,  Love your encmies, bless
them that course you,do gocd to them that hate you.”
The Jews had a corrupt proverb which they handed
down frcm generation to gencration, which was,
¢ Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hato thine enc-
my."" But our Lord teaches them that those they
counted their encwiea, were really their neighbors,
whom they were bound to love.

While the Christian is bound by the morat law to
love all men, even his bitterest encmics, with a sincere
benevolence, he is especially ccmmarded to love the
brethren, the disciples cf Christ.  ‘This, though vir-
tually comprehendcdin the precept alrcady conaidered,
which binds us to love our neightor as cursclves;
velafter Christ was fully manifestcd as the heed of the
Church, and all belicvers were repreeented as uniwd
to him by a bond cf peeuliar tenderness, eo as to
form one spiritual or mysucal body, this new relaticn,
thus clearly brought to light, laid the foundaticn of
such a new application of the gencral precept, thatit
might with propriety be called “a new commandment.”
Thus immcdiately ofter the instituticn ¢f the Lord's
Supper, he said, ** A new commandment T give unto
you, that ye love cneanother ; as I have loved sou, that
ye love cne anothcr.””  And ozain, after heautifully
illustrating the intimate spiritual union v.hich subsis-
ted between Him and his disciples, by a vine ard its
branches, he reiterates this new commandment, * Thia
is my commandment, (hat ye love onc another as I
have loved you.’? And to imprees it still more decply
upon their minds, after a few cshortations, He soys
again,  These things 1 ccmmand you, that you lgve
onc gnother.” And he evidently interded that thia
should be s distinguishirg characteristic cf his disei-
ples ; for immediately ofter be hod calld this *“ a new
commendment,”” he added, ““ By this shall all men
know Lhat yc arc my disciples, i€ yc have love to one
another. And the apoatles,in their cpictles, were net
negligent in the inculeation of this characteristics!
duty. Thus Paul to the Romuns, says, . “Let love
_bc without dissimulaticn. Bokindly affecticned cno
10 another, with bro:herly love ; inhonor preferring
onc another.”  Ardagain, “ Owe no mon anything”
—or ¢ thou dost owe no man any thing, but to love
one another ; Tor he that loveth another hath filflled
the law. For this theu shalt not commit adultery,
thou shalt not stea), thou shalt not covet ; ard if there
be any other commardment, it is bric 2y comprchended
in this saying, ¢ Thou shalt Jore thy neighbor as thy-
se)f.? Love worketh no ill fo his rcighber ; there-
forc love is the ful6lling. of the law.” This lost cited
passage, itis true, rclates to the general duty of lo-

v:ng allmen ; and teacheq ug that all the duies of the



