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the distance of five minutes after the
firing of the four first mentioned guns
at the parade or such other place as
aforesaid, all persons being called up
to arms, upon which all the trained
officers, soldiers and others capable to
bear arms, that are then resident in
the said town, suburbs or peninsula of
Halifax, in case the alarm should be
made, shall forthwith appear complete
with their arms and ammunition ac-
cording to law at such place or places
of rendezvous as may from time to
time be appointed by the Governor or
Commander-in-Chief for the time be-
ing, there to attend such commands as
shall be given for His Majesty's ser-
vice, and that on the penalty of five
pounds or three months' imprisonment;
the members of His Majesty's Council,
Justices and Provost Marshal, to
attend upon His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, if at Halifax, and in other
places to appear and advise with the
chief military officers of the place
when such alarm shall be made, and
to be assisting in His Majesty's service
according to their Quality. And if any
person shall wilfully make any false
alarm he shall be fined to His Majesty
fifty pounds for support of the Govern-
ment or suffer twelve months' im-
prisonment. And all alarms in other
parts of the province to be according
to instructions given by the Goveinor
or Commander-in-Chief for the time
being, to the officers commanding
there."

No dry statement of facts could
present so good an idea of these early
times as this graphic and picturesque
enactment of the Assembly, with its
elaborate preamble, its call to arms, its
quaint suggestion of the skulkers
shifting from house to house and from
place to place to avoid the enlistment,
the musket or fusil not less than three
feet long, the two spare flints, the
regimental muster, the training day,
the view of arms, the firing of the
beacon on the summit of the citadel
hill, the four guns from the parade
"distinctly one after another," the

answering gun from George's Island
at the distance of five minutes from
the first, the rendezvous at the place
appointed by the Governor or Com-
mander-in-Chief, the members of His
Majesty's Council, Justices and Pro-
vost Marshal attending upon His
Excellency and assisting in His Majes-
ty's service, " all according to their
Quality." No alarm so sudden, no
danger so imminent or serious, no
panic so terrible, that the respective
quality of the several branches of the
services or officers surrounding His
Excellency could be for a single
moment forgotten or laid aside. Only
one stroke was necessary to complete
the picture. For the better prevent-
ing of false alarms it was further en-
acted that "no captain, master or
commander of any ship or vessel rid-
ing at anchor, or being within the
Harbor of Chebucto, or any other
person or persons whatsoever, either
afloat or on shore, within the town,
suburbs or peninsula of Halifax, the
town or suburbs of Dartmouth, or
places adjacent, shall presume to fire
any guns or small arms or beat any
drum after sunset, unless on some
lawful occasion," under a penalty of
forty shillings. This of course was
not to apply to any captain or other
officer of His Majesty's ships of war,
for their firing at setting the watch,
nor to any of His Majesty's troops on
shore or on board in the execution of
their duty. " All fines are to be for
the use of the regiment or company
respectively wherein the same doth
arise, (that is to say) for the procuring
and repairing drums, colours, banners,
halberts, pay of drummers or other
charge of the said comnpany, and the
overplus (if any be) to be laid out in
arms and ammunition for a Town
Stock." Finally, " it is hereby humbly
requested of His Excellency the Cap-
tain General, by the Assembly, and be
it enacted that whilst there is a suffi-
cient number of regular troops within
the Town of Halifax for its defence,
the militia of the town shall be spared
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