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the ordinances of God, ynn could înot have1
contrived a more effectual mens. To enter
(n them without preparation, in attend them
without any purpose oreffàort oself-applica-
lion, ta think no more of them aftervarti,and
ta spend the rest ofi tie day in visititg, talking,
eating. riding or thinking just as on any other
day.-al thisseemis asiifexpresslydclesigned,a
careful plot, to destroy the impressions of
God's hotuse, and ta prevent the two hours ofi
worship froI interrupting the dominion of i
earth in the soul."

"lThat's rather a long sermon, husband,"1
said lane.

"Ani a pretty close one, too," added
Smith, soberly. "But il is al true, every
word of it. Yet I do nt see how I dan help
il. What can I do ? what shall I do ?

"I can tell you vhat rules ltelped tie," re-
plied David, "and I dare say that by oh-i
serving then you will find yourself essen-
tially benefitted. Vil you try ?"

"Let me iear them, and I will tell you."
"1They are thrce. First listen ta thei

preacher religioulsly ; tait is, in a devout«
fram of mind ; as if you had just said your
prayers, and were holding out your hand tuo
receive the blessing you badi asked. Se-
condly, apply it ta yourself all along; sayt
Amen to yevry truth, and say Yes, Twill, ta
every good advice. This will excite a strong1
interest inthe matter. Thirdily, tlink it over
afie-ward: doni't go at once about other1
things and forget it ail, but retire by yotrself,
und recail wha t you'heard and felt; consi-
der what you ought ta do in consequence;i
and lay out a distinct plan of doing accord-
ingly during the week. Then make ilt a re-
gular part of every day's business ta think1
over and act upon that particuinr lesson, andi
so mix il up with all your prayers and all
yottr work. Follow these rules, and you
never will say again that preaching does no
goodi."

I believe sa," said Snith; and I will1
try themi. But I an afraid I never shall1
have resolution enough to succeed."t

"Do ilt infaith, nothing dotbting;-or if
you doubt yourself, do not doubt God, butE
pray for his blessing till you teceive it." -

rrbey iadt for somne time reached David'si
bouse, and were pausinr at the gare ta finish1
tiheir discourse. As they nw turned awayi
ta separate, Sath stopped and cried out,1
I One word more, neighbour; pray tell me
ifyou observe these rules yourself."

David besitated a moment, and then, ivith
an expression af contenance that was half
sadness and half a smile, ho saidI, "Thee
question is a very fair one. though I do not
see that theanswer can afrect tue goodnss ofi
the rnl'es."

IBut then I shall have the more couraget
ta undertake them, if Ifind that they are reai
things, and not more words."t

I Very well; I told you that they hai
helped me ; and they have, tunspenkably ;-
but do not live up to them fully,.-I do not1
fully live up to any of my good purposes.
But this r can tell you, solemnly,-tlat it is1
only by living by .them that I ever gaitied
anything, and I have always foind myself a
laser. just in proportion as I have sligited
then."1

OREEDS AND FORMULAS OF FAITI.L
fFrnm the French of. . Coquerel;, as trumlated in the Irti

UnitArianI ungazine.]

The last point in out Confession of Faith
which romains to he explained and defendéd,
concerns Our views respecting compulsory
Creeds and articles of beliei, those sandy
fotndations upon which the Protestant church
has attempted la test the f'abric o ber faith,
and whiebt have eversunkbeneath the weight
ofdihe edifice erected upon them. We shall
mierely direct attention toa few considerations
which are connectei with the religious view
of the subject, and which go t show lithe fu-
tility of the barge, " that the interests of
peace anti îruth willbe compromised, unless a
prescribed list of dogmas forms a sanitory
cordon arotind the church. "-Tn fact, the
interests of truth and pence are always put
forward as the tvodeading argunients in fa-
vor o such Confessions. " Without sucli
formulas without a pledga on the part of er
members lt adhere ta such, the church,"
say 'such logicians, "would ba at th mercy
ofrevery wind of doctrine, and the faitih of
her adherents as well as the teachings of ber
pastorê, would be ever in a statofanairchly,
Thers would be every wlhere alarm, every
where confusiori, and the soundîs oi divisiort
and dispute:be heard an every hand.ý Failh
would lieunertain, peaco estill more pre-
carious, there would be ho rallying-point for
believers; and the peoble wodild -be scàttered
abtoad:like sheep noàthàving a shepherd."
Now tiis:seems to us to.tmount ta saying that
ia great shepherd of souls has prepared-an
ill-fenced iold for bis flockandinotwithstand-
in his promisés, bletbliem:vmander-
lag .ndt dispersed : because, it ais certain
htrt i the gospel ai ourLord Jesus Chirist,

wvxich wo receive as conplete and stifficient,

there is no Confession of Faith prescribîed, lior
anyhing resembling one. If a Confession of
Faitth ba indispensable to secure agreement of
heart and rind, if the e' unity o the Spirit, "l
cannot be preserved "in the bond of peacel"
unless this " bondI " b a computlsory creed, it
remains ta be explained iov it happens, -that
the gospel contains an such creed. Those
who advocate an authnritative contralover the
consciences of believers con never mee this
didficulty. What ! are we to believe that
Jesus caime ta bring pence upon the earth and
that lhe negiccted the only means o securing
it in his churci! Are we ta believe that the
Prince of Peace has reascended to Heaven
and nieglected to establishu peace in the religious
world uponi saie and solid foundatîons! Are
w-e to believe that the Savior left his work to
be coinpletei by the theologians of Augsburgh
or Rochelle, o Westimtintar or Dort! No!
we have nore respect for the Word of God
thau ta believe these things. We have moeto
Jiumble trust in the gospel oi Christ. WVe ire.
ceive and cherislh it as le gave it to the vorld,
and -e will not consent ta substitute another
gospel for the gift of our Lord. Our Master
has said, " By this sign shall all men kno w
that ye are ny dliscilles, if ye have love one
ta another. " And i love is the badge of the
Christian, and ino means exist o recogtnizinîg
this badge but by rcering ta the note booi of
some creed, would not the Master hitmself
have supplied the reference? u& Confession
of Faith is a supplement added to the gospel.
We do not believe Itait the peace ofi lte Chris-
tian vorld requires hutman genius ta add an
appendix ta tlie vork of the Holy Spirit !

The enitire history of the clhurch fronm thie
Couneil of Nice ta il e Synod of Dort, pleads
in favor of our views of religions liberty.
When theeditors rille Montpellier "Recueil"
atlirm in their preface, that Confessions ofFaith
are " bonds of peace, "they forget that lite
most violent and savage controversies whicli
have distracted the Christian -world bothobe-
fore and since the Reformation, have owed
their origin to these very "bonds of peace,"
which have been really declarations of war,
edictso aiproscription, and charters ofsectarian-
ism. rhey forget too, that in every case the
immediate result of an exercise of arbitrary
pover, in decreeing a particular faith, is to
create a Rcmonstraint church side by side with
the established one.

The Reformation was but a renoastrance
against the faith decreed by Rome, and the
flaurishing, enligitened and ,pious Congre'ga-
tions of Remonstrants in Holland are protests
against the decrees ofDort. Whether the
thteotre of action be large or small, erected on
th batnks of the Tiber or the borders i the
Meuse, vhcthter the performers be clothed in
the scarlet robes o te sacred college or the
black gown ni the Protestant synod, the catas-
trophe is the same. There is the same as-
sumtption ofeclesiastical authority on one side,
and the sanie resistance in defence of Christian
liberty an the other; the sanie questions have
agaii and again to be rcsolved, ".Shall another
believe for me, or shall I believe for myself?
hs the Bible to b freely interpreted, or its
meaning determincd by a synodical decree ?"

.The interests of the Christian faithh lso, far
front being served, are, like those o Chrstiin
peace, gravely corrnprormised by compulsory
confessions. The editors of the Montpellier
" Recueil" complaisantly specify five species
ofconfusions which prevail in a church not pro-
teleti by surît confessious;-those which dis-
tract the Preachers, the Divines, the lay
Menibers of the churcli, those which divide
the church and the state, and those vhich pre-
voit an the part of the Free Church and the
Churches which impose a creed. Now we
ask, have compulsory confessions saved the
Christian world from such distractions? 7Ger.
many and lite North of Europe, France, Swit-
zerland, Holland and England, all have hatl
creeis as compulsory as the most ardent
ecclesiastical authority couid desire. Do these
nations ow-e ta such organizations the blessings
of religious peace ' The United St ates are
beyond all comparison. the contnry where, li
the present day, compulsory:creeds serve most
stringently to guard the churchifor thcir adh-
rents, and protect it against intiruders; and yet
this is the country where the greatestdiversity
of doctrin prevails, where congregations are
the niost divied whero controversy is the
iost violent and noisy. Such are the services
which compulsory confessionshave rendered
to Christian faih;these are the sad evidences
of history, of ecclesiastical history ! \We regard
the aulbîors of such confessions as discharging
in; the religious eorld thie functions oi the an-
tient heraids, N doubtthiliess feudaiol ficers
were at:times employed to announce a pence,
but their ordinary dutiesivere t mark out the
lists, ta open the barriers andto sound the
charge.,

We may bere repent the remarikswethav6
ilready made in rierence ta the Holy Scrip
titres when speaking ofChrisian peace. f a1'
foriulary of;doctrines.ivere necessaryfor thé
interesisofChristian truth, we sbould find ont
in thie gospel. But there:is nothing of the
kind; so farfronitntotwo things can be more

dufferent than the gospel and a confessiono of
faili. One is evidently humai, the other is
evidently divinC. If Ihe' reader ofi the New
Testament attentively examines the mode in
which the eruth is itera announced, notes
the style, and attends to the ma anner of ex-
pression of the various writers, lie will imevi-

tably arrive atI te conclusion ihat nothing
can be more detrimental ta the truth, thatn
to enuase it in the coters of creeds; Ithat, nar-
rower than lier dimensions require, they crush
lier formi as with an iron vice, and welll nigh
strangle hier in their etorts ta reduce ber fornm
ta tieir capacity. The New Testament is
precise, distinct, authoritative in ils declar-
ationts ; grand, poetic ond frce in is style;
the living acting body, fres ifran lte Cra-
tor's iatnid; hutman creeds are like uncoained
skieletons, falling rapidly ta dust-and dust
serves no other purpose than to blitid.

Compuilsory confessions are also irrecon-
cilabla with the fuilaniental principle of1
Protlestantism-Freedomof examination. It
is miserable inconsistency ta cali one's self a
Protestant, that is ta lay clainm to religious
liberty, andi at Ite same moment to sign a
ConfessionofiFaith, which is iettering liberty
and conscience for ail future lim: Tte
very net of signing such confessions is an ad -
mission oftheir hurnan origin. Noone ever
dreams of signing the New Testament.-
That bears Christ's signature alone. They
only sign humnan engagements.

We may be told tTiat the Reformers ta
whonm we owe religious indepenldence, were
the first ta succomb ta a complsory creed-.
No doubt of it-but hierein they vere incon-
sistent. Even Luther himrselif entertaitned
lifferent sentiments at different tines respect-

ing the presence of Christ in thte Eucharist.
The advocates ofcreeds would have required
frorm him, as many signatures as lie enter-
tainedi opinuans! Let the flanies whiclh con-
sumei Servelus proclaim li ihideous charac-
ters how unhappilyjust is the charge ofincon-
sistency to vihich we have alluded. The
Catholics wh.o coridemned hiit at Vienne
erred but in one respect,,Calvin dtioubly erred.
Protestants andi Romanists agreed upon the
sentence, but there was tIhis difference be-
tween the judges,-the Catholie was aone
consistent.

Irreconcilabl i.vith Protestant liberty, coni-
pulsory creeds are also opposed to another
essential lprinciple of Protestantisn - pro-
gress. We know how distasieful ttis word is
ta many, and vlhat specious arguments its use
wili furish to those who attack our principles
"You vish then, ' 'they ii say," t rn-
prove Christianity, to perfect revelation lo
elevate vhat i 5iready divine." By no
means. Our object is to iiprove Christians,
not Chiristianity. To enlarge their knowl-
edge of the gnspel, not to prfect whbat is al-
ready complote. Our opiion is, that the in-
terpretation of the loly Scriptures adiopted by
many Christians sects may be improvedi.
XVe hope For instance that we nay yet bring
maniy to sece vith us that notwnbsîtadting the
assertion of creedts, it cannot be right.u toe-
lieve thaït infiants may be damneid before they
are bori, and we contend that by placng
their signatures ta such a doctrine as this,
Christians are foes ta progress. It is a nie-
lancholy and rnay beoa perilous taslk to decide
betveen the signature of yesterday and .the
conviction of to-day! Our view of the subject
untider tiis aspect is singularly-cotfirmeti by
the declaration of the first compilers ai Our
Protestant Confession; they begin their pre-
face by saying, 14These pages set forth our
owa faith, and also show how the points at
present in controversy have been beoire lime
uniderstood and explaned." The early Re-
forners then, whose words ohere quote, en-
gaged ta set forth and rmaintain thir opinions
oly.- We.ask for the same liberty, and by
dermanding it we believe we show ourselves
their leitimate successors.

THE.BE ST FORTUNE.

fY JosEPII UARKERt.

The best fortune that a parent eau leave
ta his children is a good education. It is
very.little thatrmoney can dofor children.
i ve'could leave them as tich as the weal-
thiest in the land; their riches could not malte
therm haoppy.-

We cannot even 1teep them from want, by:
leaving theml moaney.. Riches are amongst
i e most unstable things in ithe world; 'the
winds thenselves are scarcely more unset-
tied. Many of the poorest creatures in the
ëontry are the descendants of wealtiy fani-
lies. The children ofwealthy parents are
giing. dawn iota wretchledbess every day.
Riches arenpeualy 'nakin themaselves

irgs, atd flyig away as an eagle toward
thenven..

Imaybe told that there are ways to se-
t cure properly.ta children, so as :t make it
b: impossible for them to malk il away. I
e know there are ways ta keep property lir fa
t milies, but this wilinot securothoseto whom
e it is left frou want. T.hey cannat sell their

houses, perhaps; but they can sel their rents.
They cannot make awvay iheir income but
they can spend it befbre it is due. They
can run into debt, and they can run ino pri-
son, however certaintheir incarne may be.
They con plunge tliemselves so deep into
uebt, and strip tlhemselves so bare of credit,
thait with the largest estate in the cotuntry

they shall be unable to leep bouse, or ta re-
main at large inl their own country. Some
ofthe richest of our countrymen are obliged
to live iu exile, while their esatés and habi-
tations are in the hands ofaothers.

1 know that property may be made a
means ofusefulness, ifthose who have it are
wise and good ; but it is very difficult to bring
people ta be wise and gond, wben they are
surrounded fron their youth with the tempt-
ations ofN vealth. It is not so easy to get
them t learn, when they know that they are
entirled to great property. They are prone
to think that moncy will do all things, and so
they eglect lto acquirelknowledge. Money
often makes youths proud and unruty, and
places them above their teachers. It makes
some effeminate, so that Iearning is too severe
a discipline for them. It makes some profli-
,ale, su that they give thenselves to sensual
indulgences, ili they have neither time nor
taste ior the pursuits of science. I makes
many forget God, and neglect prayer, and
shrink fromn the duices of a holy life, till they
are alienated fron all that is gond, and miade
slaves ta the vilest lusts and Ilte înost ruin-
nus delusions. And vhen ibis is the case,
their imoney becomes a curse to then ; it is
iheir tornent while they live, and ilthangs
ilke a millstone round their nelks when they
die,

Children that have no prospect of wealth,
escape these dangers. I know there are
somne disadvantages of anoiher kind to which
ihey are exposcd; but they are not so seriods
as those which atend on weahlh. The liard-
ships of poverty make tie labours of sltidy
a recreation. Children that have no more
thtan their daily bread, have noting to inake
thenm haughty, or tu set thenm above their
reachers. Tiheir teachers have no-temapta-
dons ta grant thnei dangerous indulgences.
They are not affraid of showicg them iteir
errors, of reforming their slowness, or of cr-
recting their waywardness. Pjor children
find nu huardships in the discipline if visdomn,
but such as they are acccustoned tu daily.
Their plain food, their rougi treat inent, and
their early toils, acettstonu thein to bear un-
pleasant things; anti when hliey ieet wîith
vexationsrin the lpirsuit of wisdomii, titey con-
sider it no sirange thitg.

And pov'ry inuore rietndly to the ctîi-
vation of religion titan weaihli. h'lle ponor
were the first ihat ernbraced the religion *of
Christ, and the disciples of Christ haive al-
ways come chiefly fron:aong the poor.-
And religion is in all respecîs the most inpor-
tant part of a gond edutcation. No edocation
is righlt, of wich religion does not fori the
leading part; nu man can be said to be pro-
perly educated atall, whobaston tlbeei brouglit
up inrhe nurture andi admonition of the Lord.

And when you have beenî enabled not nly
to give a youth instruction in commun learn-
ing, but to bring hi to love ani serve his
God, you havegivei hima a forune indeed ;
yOu have givet him that which surpuisses in
worth all the riches and distinctions lanIthe
world.

You have given hima a fortune which will
not son leave him. Men nay rob a man of
bis iîoney, but it is ont so easy to rab titm o
bis knrbwledge and piety.. The craifty nay
cebat a ai of hiswealth ; the imîîporiunaîe
may drag it from him; or a thiuf or a sudilen
disaster may ttke it avay; but knuowledga
and piety are secure fron these dangers.-
iMen cannot cieat us of our wisdon; the very
atternipîs they:make: la beguile us, make, us
more wise. They cannotItak it-avay by
importuiiy;a for the more we giv.e the more
we have remainiîgA. Ànd thosO disastrous
floodsiand fires, and tempests, vhich consume
mnen's dwelligs, sveep avay the produce of

Our fields, or sînk the treasures of the mer-
chant in the deep, can do notnischief ta the
good.man's itreasuries of knowledge and reli-
gion.

Those events which take away the riches
of the worldling, increase the riches ofithos
who place theirwealth inAknowledge and
piety. lven death itself,/whichtrips te
earIly.man of all-things, and conhnits him
naked ta the dust, brings the wivise and godly
ran' ta tite possession u1 all the treasures or
beaven.,

The riches.of:the rInd ake a ian riel
indeedt -They;give true happiness.'Tile
more a man seeks hapbiness'inntoney, the
more is he convinced af its;vanity butthe
more a rnan.seeks happiness in religion 1and
the betteriis he satisied. 1. meets alV.-his
wants, and it suîitsal changes of circuistra-
ces. Itsweetens hispleasuresu,ìadit allevi-
ates bis cares. it gives conifoirtat. hane,
and it cheers him abroad. t lighfens lhislW.
.bors by day, and it sweetens his reot bynight.
It nînîces health a double blessing andi it


