
ri5 EATRICE; OR, THE SPOILED CHILD.

not. She continued ta watch the door in feverish sion of our hercine. IIe drew her arm within hisanxicty, until at length ber agony was happily re- as le goeadding: "I remrnember the day when Imoved by the re-entrance cf him she daired to woud h.e vaulted over the chairs with her myself;sec. he uttered an ejacuâtân J thiniJulncss, ayc, you maay laugh, saucy one, but Lady Brerctordhile the long drawn si', -il t cecnped her, expres- rcecollct.s no doubt, the time vien we both -ed the relief his prescnee afforded her; she looked " Sir euorge, Sir George," interrupted her lady-in his face, ivhieh wor its usual!y scrious and stern shi, «Sesir, "such inicne are out of place;. Ladyexpression, but she could not definie his thoughts, as Culverton, shall I show you the portrait I was men-he stood with folded arms gazing proudiy around tioning ta you."
him. Once when he ivas addrcsscd by a gentleman This attracted Sir George, who, delighting instanding behind him, Le tarned and sriled, lut like tnothin so miuch as to display his rictures, of whicba sunbean over the dark and troubild waters it he had a very valueble collection. hurriedly placedqicly faded ahaay. tie band of Bcatrice in Colonel Brereton's, saying, asOn leaving the room she purposely drenw near him, he d:id so
mn the hope lie nwculd have spoken to her, but lhe al- "There, there, if Icannot run after you,I leave youlowed her to pass withnout appearing to sec er. ler with one vho can," and then followed the statelypride now took tire a!arm, and teossin back her long stups cf lis lady.
ringlets in disdain, she mentally said, whiilc tears Cok -el Brereton made no attempt to move, nei-rushed to ber eycs: 'lier did he relinquish the hand thus forced upon1 coud bo is cars-that I could. I will never him. Beatrice felt inclined ta withdraw it, butspeak ta him again, I am determined." sone secret power prevented lier; she would haveOn returning to the ball rooni she round only a given wvorlds to raise ber eyes to bis, but she couldfew young people collected, and all in the highest not. Just then Antonio approached bis master, andspirits; they rallied lier upon lier grave locks : said

" Why, 1 vow Colonel Brereton bas quite changed " Major Boileau wishes ta speak a few wordsyou from the merry creature you used to b," remark- vith you, sir ; lie waits in the lobby."ed one; "indced I am not surprised, for he is awfully "Is he there, tell him I am coming ta hlm in-austere; are you not afraid of hi rn aNo-you say stantiy," nias tise quick repy, and hastily leaving-I doutât that. Corne and let us have a race iii tue Beatrice standing alane, lic falloîvcd the page freinpicture gallery before Lady Brereton returns-I al- the room.
ways think of Colonel Brereton in petticoats, when Ail her terrors again returned, for she connected1 Zee ber draw herself up, and fix ber large dark the interview with Major Boileau and his supposed

The playful cheerfulness of her companions, ir tli sL ors d dtn t and unable ta concealsoon infectedbertheelngsatiged deatoicetiegay bal n nbdisoan irufcted the versatile Be"tric, 1v0o con- to the iprivacy of her own apartment, exclaimingsented to joi them in their sport, ar.d iuA tl.is i• • icasure; wbat rockery in the
laughing most merrily, vaultinug over th' c rMary,
chasing themn round the room, when Lady pr re on, uiui ei i cre envy, liatred, jealousy, and
accomitpanied ly several cf the eiders mnd1 1h - ve-y dark passion sen their odiaus power aver us.pearance. The sioho par y stoed s dlue Ec- e erihlees iuery," se continued, tearing the fli.trice hun ber cd , thogi a arnile lrked crs frorn lier dress, and trampling thern beneath lieron lier beantful . feet, " I vi: dcstroy you as the remembrancers of ap 1on Dy word, young l said Lady ,rere- night full of vexation and trouble." She alk-ton, I it is tine tlhat your chaperons should re- d teuwerdU the glass, and started back appalled attmr t you. Beatre eouid yen net have fcund v her oin iisturbed countenance ; every trace of co-more feckdni.n t ea ly surprised our Ld vaniished, while care sat on ber youthful

aIt wasalouoauLdyBerd"•" e, v, ic s contracted and worn. " What"Ilt n'as ail aur fauit, Lid.v Brereton,," S-iid au iiculd îiiy sistler say ivere she ta sec nie naw '1" pro-good.natured girl, stepping forward; 'e proposed e d-d hc poor girl, eping bitterly, as she gazed"e rwish ary."c on that forrm, which but a few liours before had beensv wish you had callcd mp ta join i i, ob- the admiration of aIl; " would that she were here toserved Lord Chanlis thucli arnsed it wvas searce- .onfort me-I am very miserable-I cannot helpy air to monopolise the fu ail ourses. dreuading the consequences ofrmy folly in not attend."Colonel Brereton, band you have 1the goodness in tbe wishes of Claude, who, I am convinced, ist order the band to reappear ." rejomied L.-.'iy entrûrney angry, from his not coming near me onceBreretc, with incased dignity and hzeîteur. sinre e dinced with that hateful Lord Stepney.""erne, cone, I ill flot bave my lie becrice Sue row trew off her dress and every orna-seed, said the gscd-natured Sir George, who, a ment, casting them impatiently on the ground, andspectator of the scene, piticd tbe increased confu- thon rang violently for Norris, who on attending her


