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more in overy church and locality whero thora are
disciples, who will take interCt onough in this work
ta mention and solicit overy ona in regard to th
mattor. We hava rany good disciples in the
churchos who can't preach or aven speak n meet-
ing, who are anxious to to something for the cause
of Christ. Lot such ones take this work upon
thom. Try and see how much can be dono in your
community towards this ail important work: Don't
be discouraged when sorno one objecta to th work
or the maniner of doing it. Thoro ara sorno (thora
ought too be esa) who lose thoir religious ardor
when monoy is mentioned. I heard of one man
who was in tho habit of shouting whan the prencher
Baid anything that suited him. It somowvhat dis-
turbed the prencher, so be requested the deacon ta
speak to the shouting brother. The deacon did.
The preacher asked the deacon what ho said that so
successfully quioted the man. " Ail ho did was
ta ask him if he would givo a dollar for mis-
sion purposes." We have no ransons what-
over ta bu discouraged, because wa find some
who have more " say " than " pay," for we have
many who erro interosted in the goad work, ard
many more who are becoming interested. Tho
interest in our little paper Tr CHRISTIAN, is grov-
ing ail the tima. The intereat in.our mission work
is constantly increasing, and now this work of
educating. aur young men is making a splendid
beginning. I believe wa will sea a groator work
this ycar than, any former time. We need to
agitate this work and plead earnestly but lovingly
with the people and halp them ta see the magnitude
of this work, and God will bless us, and we will
rejoice in seeing the triumph of the gospel of
Christ. H. M.

TWIvO OR T1REE-WIIO ARE TIBYl

Jesus said : Where two or three are gathered
togother in My nnme, thero am I in the midst.
Matt. xviii. 20. Believers to-day claim this pro-
.mise, as applying to the children of God just as it
did ta them, to whom the words were spoken ; and
often we've heard it said, " We can claint the
promise, because we have more than two or thro."

it in weIl to have faith-strong faith in the
promises of Gad, and with the utmost confidence
to appropriate every promise ta which wo mnay law-
f ully lay claim. The promises of God ara yeoa and
amen-in Christ Jesus-they fail not.

I tako, not my pan, to-day, ta argue that Jesus is
niot present in the spirit with every child of God,
whorever Ha may be. I do believe with ail my
heurt, that each and every child of God is under
Bis peculiar care, 1. Peter, v. 7; is undor the un-
erring leaderehip of the Loid Jesus Christ, Heb. ii.
10; has received the earnest of the spirit, I. Cor.
v. 5; is sealed by the Holy Spirit of God unto the
day of redomption, Eph. iv. 30; is the Temple of
God, because the Spirit of God dwells in him,
1. Cor. iii. 10; and is destined for glory, honor,
San4 immortality, oven eternal life-indeed, Ha is
du posession of eternal life now, because eternal
.life la -ta know God and Jesus Christ whom Ho has
.ment, John «ji. 3; ho that bath the Son hath life,
I. John, v. 12. Yet, 1 think the religious world,
socalled, as dono vil and not good in giving this
26th -verse of the il8th.cihapter of Matthow a general
application, on accountof the.connection in which
it stands, and tho -license whieh it gives in sa
.doing.

.Tho 19th verse: "If tw.p qf you .shall antee, as
(toauhing anything that they siali asik,, it shall bo
.doner(or them of my Father whiah is inheAven."

Well, aay they, we can claim this ais,, and .in
,this ie our coufidence in praying ta God, lhaqatiso
swe now know that whatever wa ask, Be will give
us. Persons, sometimes at loast, taking this posi-
tioa, forget that it is nocessary that our prayers
ahould be in accordance with the will of God (1

John v. 14) ln order to ba hoard. Again- It in
possible ta ask and fail ta receivo, because v ask
amis, i. e., not according to Ris will. James iv, 3.
Sa, although twi, liree or more migit agrea to ask,
they might ask and fail tu recaive, becauso not
asking according ta God's will.

But thora is somothing lise in connection with
this, viz : versa 18, " Whatsoever you shall bind on
car th shal b bound in heaven, and whatsoever yo
shall looso on earth shall bo loosed in heaveu."
What of this ?'

Well, we do not claim this, because wo do not
believo that this power of binding and loosing was
intended for ail Christians or aveu for ail time, as
we do not bolieve in "ipostolic succession." This
wa think belonged ta the apostles and the age of
miracles.

But why not claim this as well as tha other ? Do
not ail those thouglits stand toge ther ? Were they
not all spoken ta tire same persons? And are they
not ail linked into each other, so that they stand
or fall together ? If wa can claim ona wu can claim
al].

1. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever you shall
bind, etc.

2. Again, I say unto you, That if two of you
shall agreo on arth, etc. It shall be done of my
Father, etc.

3. For whero two or three are gathered together,
etc.

Who car fail ta see that this ns all spokon ta
the mon who, by Paul (Heb. ii. 3), are shown to bo
the successors of the Lord Jesus Chriát in publish-
ing the great salvation, " Which at the firet beganu
ta bu spoken bytthe Lord and was confirmed unto
us by ther that heard Him, God bearing them
witonss, bath with signs and wonders, and divers
miracles and gif ta of the Holy Ghost," etc.

If wo-had space we could oasily prove, conclu-
sivoly, ve think, that those (the apostles) are the
persons, and the only persaons ta whom those special
privileges were given, and given' not for their own.
special benefit, but rather for the woll-being of aIl'
mankind.

Jesus said ta those mon, ' As My Father sent
Me, evon so I send you."

"Il is expediont for you that I go away, for if I
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you,
but if I depart I will send fim unto you," etc.

" You shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you, and you shall be witnesses
of Me, bth in Jerusalem and in ail Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the
earth."

"Whosesoever oins ye remit they are remitted
unto them, and whosusoover sins ya retain, they
are retatined."

These men were sent to blees mankind, by giving
the luia of the kingdom of heaven, oponing up tire
way of life and salvation in the gospel, the gospel
itself being given thom by the Spirit, the Comforter,
the fulfillmaent of the promise of Christ and the
prophecy of Jol. Ha led them» into ail truth,
brought ail things ta thoir remembrance whatsoever
Jeans had said, throu'gh them, gave the knowledge
of life and salvation ta s t world in the glorions
gospel of the grace of God.

Now, if I at aIl undenrtaud this matter, it isjust
this: The apostles wero ta receive extraordinary
power and authority (not simply discretionary
power), by which they were ta net in the plhe aI
Christ af ter He went away from earth. Thopower was
the power of the Holy Spirit, giving thoa wiadom
ta teach and pover ta prove thir divine mission.
When they spoko they did so by the authority of
high hoaven; when they put forth their hande and
touched the couch of the sick, the dyhig or the
dead, they manifested the power of Gad.

WelI, thsee mon might bind and loose, yen, it
was their duty so ta do. They might agree as
touching anything concerning the well-boing of the

kingdom of Christ; indeed, this was tiroir duty alo.
Very well, whon they did so it was not neccssary

that they should ail b together, as their work might
scatter them sometimes; but, if two should ba
together and agre, bath clothed with heavan's
uuthority, it would b ail right; it would b done,
etc., becausa Jesue was with the two as well and ns
truly as if the twlvo tero thora.

This is the sense thon in which Jesus is with the
two or three.

Sad bas it been for the church that between the
close of tire firat centur> of the Christian ara, and
the year 1888, so many have bea placing threm-
selves in the roomt of the apostles-sometime% iú
two's and three's, sometimas hundreds and thou-
sands, ta agre and logislate in referanco ta spiritual
and divine thinga, and 0, how many things which
are net spiritual nor of divine authority.

Thora le nothing in my estimation which strikes
such a heavy blow ta the exalting one man, or his
exalting himsof abov ail others; as this: Whore
two or thro, etc., (any two or thrce of you), I am
in the midet,

Where is thopre-eininence? One was their Master
and ail they woro brothren.

If al mon claiming the name "l Christian " had
been always willing ta follow the teachings of the
men, who, clothed with hoaven's anthority, bad a
right ta " agree," ta " bind and loose," and with
whorm Jesaus was in mighty power, brotherly kind-
ness and charity would hava fillad- the hearts-of
many thousande, who, because of mistakon zeal,
met in fearfal strifo on fields of battie, or were either
the victima or the agents in fiendish persecutions.

Much corruption and innovation would have
been kept out of the church, and the name of Jesaus
would have been magnified in the enlightening of
many minds now in darkness and under the shadow
of death.

O. B. EMaBi.
Montague, Jan. 24th, 1888.

" FOl? ME TO LIVE IS UHRLT."

Here is a whole volume compressed ili this little
sentence. It ia virtually saying that Christianity
le Christian or Christ-like - that religion is a
religious life. Paul is saying in this that hie life
was regulated and controlled by Christ; that ho re-

produced the spirit, the purposes and life of Christ.

The basis of this life ia fellowship--a vital union
with Him who in the trua and living vine. This
sacred union enables the Christian ta say, as did

the Apostle, "I livo, and yet not 1, but Chris

liveth in me."
To possess and perpetuate this ideal -Christian

life, we must abide in Christ. This is the noblest

life possible ta man and well worthy -the ambition
of anyone. It offera to is tho loftiest hopes and the

aublimest attainiments. The importance of this life

should Iead us ta give our moat earnest -attention,
lest we should coma short of it. The danger ta

which wa are most exposed, is the mistakeintaking
the cause for the effect, i. e., the adherence te

law'for the life. We forget thora is no life in law,
law is the medium of life. To say there i no life
without law, is as true as that law inot life. Paul
may plant, and Apollos water, but Gad gives the
increase-the life. While it is true thero can be ne

life or increase without the planting, it i equally
as crue that the planting is not the lie. "But if
we adhreF ta the law \yill wo aot have tbo life 1 y
that depends on ho.w we adhere or attend ta it,
Everyone knows that cgo pxust be taken how,
whon .and whera we sow, if we woUJ4 r.eeiv,a an
increase. A bungling way of sottng will not prp.
duce a harvest. It is possible ta have a form of
doctrine without the power, hence thé need of being
very careful how wa attend ta the form of doctrine.
As there ia a possibility of obeying the form or:the
law and not have the power or life, We make no


