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moro in every church and lozality where there are
disciples, who will take intorcst enough in this work
to wontion and solicit every one in regard to tho
mattor. We have many good disciples in the
churches who can't preach or even speak in meet-
ing, who aro anxious to to something for tho canse
of Chriast. Let such oues take this work upon
them, Try and see how much can be done in your
community towards this all important work: Don’t
.be discouraged when somo ono objects to tho work
or the manuer of doing it. Thero are some (there
ought to bo less) who lose their religious ardor
when money iz mentioned. [ heard of one man
who was in tho habit of shouting when the preacher
said anything that suited him. It somowhat dis-
turbod the preacher, so ho requested the deacon to
speak to tho shouting brother. The deacon did.
The preacher asked the deacon what ho said that so
successfully quieted the man, ** Allhe did was
to ask him if he would give a dollar for mis-
sion purposes.” We have no roasons what.
over to ho discouraged, because we find some
who have more *‘say ” than * pay,” for we have
mapy who aro inlercsted in the good work, and
many more who are becoming interested. The
interest in our little paper THE CHRISTIAN, is grow-
ing all the time. The intereat in our mission work
is constantly incroasiug, and now this work of
educating. our young men is making s splendid
beginning. I belicve we will seo a greater work
this yoar than. any formor time. We need to
agitate this work and plead earnestly but lovingly
with the people and help them to see tho magritudo
of this work, and God will bless us, and we will
rejoice in sgeing the triumph of the gospel of
Christ, H. M.
]
TWO OR TUREE—-WHO ARE THEY?

——

Jesus said : Where two or three are gathered
together in My name, thero am I in the midst,
Matt, xviii. 20. Believers to-day claim this pro-
.mise, as applying to the children of God just as it
did to thow, 10 whom the words were spoken ; and
often we’ve heard it said, * We can claim the
promise, bocauso we have more than two or thres.”

It is well to have faith—strong faith in the
promises of God, and with the utmost confidence
to appropriate every promise to which wo may law-
fully Isy claim. The promises of God aro vea and
amen-in Christ Jesus—they fail not.

I tako, not my pen, to-day, to argue that Jesus is
not presont in the spirit’ with every child of God,
wherever He may bo. I do believe with allmy

heurt, that oach and every child of God is under.

His peculiar care, 1. Peter, v. 7; is undor the un-
erring leaderehip of the Liotd Jesus Christ, Heb. ii.
10; has received the earnest of the spirit, I1. Cor.
v. b; is sealed by the Holy Spirit of God unto the
day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30; is the Tewmple of
God, because tho Spirit of God dwells in him,
1. Cor. iii. 16; and is destined for glory, honor,
:and fmmortality, even eternal life—indeed, Ho is
un pomession of oternal life now, becauss eternal
difo is to know God and Jesus Christ whom He has
sont, John xwji. 3; he that hath the Son hath life,
I. Jobhn, v. 12, Yet, 1 think the religions world,
80 called, has dono evil and not good in giving this
20th verso of the 18th.ckapter of Matthow a genoral
application, on account of the connection in which
it stands, and tho .license which it gives in 30
«doing, .

The 19th verse: “*Jf:two of you shall agres, as
&oughing anything that they shall aek, it shall bo
donefor them of my Fathor whigh is in heaven.”

Well, aay they, we can claim this also, and in
ithis is our coufidence in praying to God, hegause
we now kuow that whatover we ask, He will givo
vs, Persons, sometimes at loast, taking this posi-
tiok, forget that it is necossary that our prayors
ahould be in accoxdance with the will of God (1

John v. 14) in order to bo heard. Again— It is
possiblo to ask and fail to receive, because wo ask
amiss, 1. ¢., not according to His will, James iv, 3.
So, although twu, throo or more might agree to ask,
they might ask and fail to recoive, becauso not
asking according to God’s will,

But thero is somothing clse in connection with
this, viz : verso 18, ** Wiatsoever you shall bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever ye
shall looso on earth shall bo loosed in heaven.”
YWhat of this? .

Well, wo do not claim this, because we donot
bolievo that this power of binding and loosing was
intonded for all Christians or even for all time, as
we do not believe in “ npostolic succession.” This
wo think bslonged to the apostles and the age of
miraclos,

But why not claim this as woll as the other 7 Do
not all those thoughts stand together? Were they
not all spoken to the sasme persons? And are they
not all linked info each other, so that they stand
or fall together? If we can claim ono we can claim
all,

1. Verily I say unio you, Whatsoover you shail
bind, etw,

2. Again, I say unto you, That if twe of you
shall agreo on earth, ote. It shall bo done of my
Father, ote.

3. For whero twoor threo are gathercd togethor,
otc.

Who can fail to sce that this was all spoken to
the mon who, by Paul (Hab. ii. 3), are shown to be
the successors of the Lord Jesus Christ in publish-
ing the great salvation, ** Which at the first begau
to bo spoken by'the Lord and was confirmed unto
vs by them that heard Him, God bearing thom
witnoss, both with signs and wondors, and divers
miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost,” etec.

1t wo'had space we could easily prove, conclu-
sively, we think, that these (the apostles)are the
 peraons, and the only persons to whom those special:
privileges wero given, and given not for their own:
special benefi, but rather for the well-being of all!
mankind.

Jesus said to those men, ‘“As My Father sent
Me, ever so 1 send you.”

It is expedient for you that I go away, forif I
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you,
but if I depart I will send Him unto you,” etc.

¢ You shall receivo power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you, and you shall bo witnesses
of Me, b,th in Jerusalom and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the,
earth,”

¢¢ Whosesoover sins ye romit they are remitted
unto them, and whosssoover sins yo retain, they
ure retained.”

These men were sent to bless mankind, by giving
the luws of the kingdom of heaven, oponing up the
way of life and salvation in the gospel, tho gospel
itself being given them by the Spirit, the Comforter,
the fulfillment of the promise of Christ and the
prophecy of Jool. He led them into all truth,
brought all things to their remembrance whatsoever
Jeaus had gaid, through them, gave the knowledge
of life and salvation to 8 lost world in the glorious
gospel of the grace of God.

Now, if I at al] understaud this matter, it is just
this: The apostles were fo receive extraordinary
power and authority (not simply discretionary
power), by which they were to aat in the plsco of
Christafter He went away from earth, Thopoweriwas
the power of the Holy Spirit, giving thom wisdom
to teach and power to prove thuir divine mission,
When thoy spoke thoy did so by the authority of
high heaven; when they put forth their hands and
touched the couch of the aick, the dying or the
dead, they manifested the power of God,

Well, thege men might bind and loose, yea, it
was their duty so to do, They might agree as
‘touching anything conoerning the well-being of the

kingdom of Christ; indecd, this was their duty also,

Very woll, when they did so it was not nccessary
that they shouldall be together, as their work might
scattor them somehimes; but, if two should be
togethor and agree, both clothed with heavon's
suthority, it would be all right; it would be done,
otc., becauso Jesus was with the two as well and as
truly as if the twelve were thero.

This is tho senso thon in which Josus is with the
two or three.

Sad has it been for {ho church that betweon tho
cloge of the firat century of tho Ohristian era, and
the year 1888, so many have been placing them-
solves in the rootn of the apostlés—somotimeg, in
two’s and three’s, sometimos hundreds and thou-
sands, to agree andlogislate in referenco to spiritual
and divine things, and O, how many things which
ave not spiritual nor of divino anthority.

There is nothing in my estimation which strikes
such a heavy blow to tho oxalting one man, or his
exalting himself above all others; as this: Where
two or throe, etc., (any two or three of yon), I am
in tho midst.

YWhero is the pro-aiminence? One was their Master
and all they were brethren.

If all men claiming the name ** Christian ” had
been always willing to follow the teachings of the
men, who, clothed with hoaven's anthority, had a
right to ¢ agree,” to ** bind and loose,” and with
whom Jesus was in mighty power, brotherly kind-
ness and charity would have ‘filled' the hearts-of
many thousands, who, because of mistaken zesal,
met in fearful atrifo on fields of battle, or were either
the victims or the agents in fiendish porsecutions,

Much corruption and innovation would have
beon kept out of the church, and the namo of Jesue
would have been msygnified in the enlightening of
mauy minds now in darknesi and undor the shadow
of deéath,

0. B, Exary.

Montague, Jan, 24th, 1888.
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« FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST.”

—

Hers is & whole volumo compressed id this little
sentence. It ia virtnally saying that Christianity
is Christian or Christ-like — that religion is a
religious life. Paul is saying in this that his life
wasregulated and controlled by Christ; that he re-
produced the spirit, the purposes and life of Cbrist.
Tho basis of this life is followship—a vital union
with Bim who is the truo and living vine. This
sacred union enables the Christian to say, as did
the Apostle, “ I live, and yet -not I, but Chris
liveth in me.”

To possess and perpetuate this ideal -Christian
lifo, we must abide in Christ. This is the nobleat
life possible to man and well worthy -the ambition
of anyone, It offers to us the loftiost hopes and the
sublimest attainments. The importance of this life
should lead us to give our most earnest -attention,
lost we should come short of it. The danger to
which wo are most exposed, is the mistake in taking
the cause for tho effect, i. e, the adheronce to
law for the life. We forget there is no life in law,
law is the medium of life. To ssy there .is no life
without law, is as true asthat law is not life. Paul
muy plant, and Apollos water, but God gives the
increaso—the life. Whiloit is true thero can ke no
lifo or increase without the planting, it is equally
as true that tho planting is not tho life. **But if
wo adhero to the law will wo not have thelife??
that dsponds on how we aghere or attend to it,
Everyono knows that caro must be taken how,
when and whore we sow, {f we weujd receive sn
incroase. A bungling way of sowlng will not prg-
duco a harvest. It is possible to have a form of
doctrine without tho power, hence the need of being
very careful Aow weo atiend to tho form of doctrine.
As there is a possibility of obeying the form or:the-
law aud not have the power or life, We make no



