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OUR BCYS AND GIRLS AT SUHOQOL.

The feeling which is epreading rapidly
among the agriculturists of tho country that
the subject of agriculture should receive
more attention in our public school is but
the beginning, we hope of a radical change
in the educating of our young., The true
aim of all systems and methads of educa.
tion is to increase the intelligence of the
people, to mako the citizens of a country
more skilled in their callings, to maxe
labor wore effective, to clovate the stand.
ard of general morals ; in short to make
men and women more useful, more happy,
and more capable of fulfilling the high
duties which fall {o our lots as citizens and
immortal beings. Aund if any system of
public or private instruction is to bear
euch fruit, 1t must be a system in which
the practical aud the real, takes precedenco
of the artificial and the imaginary, It is
in this direction which .he syst ‘m of edu-
cation pursued ir Ontario is markedly
defective. Wo bave too much of the orna.
mental and too little of the useful. Qur
children are compelled by the various
courses of study to pay too much attention
to subjects not of prime importance to
then, whilet otber subjects of the very
first ;mportance are greatly neglected or
forgotten entirely. The fact scems to be
Jost sight of that wo are an industrial
people, and that perhaps nine out of every
ten pupilsin the classes of a public echool
will be engaged insome onedepartment of
laror. Therae is a great deal of myth about
higher education applied, as it often is to

echools and academics. That isthe highut
and most needful education which per-
forma the best rervica as a promoterof the
very best rervice of the people,among whom
it is Jisseminated, and it is in our public
schorls whore a large majority of our
futuye citizens receive all tho echaol train.
ing which they will get ; it is thore where
a reform muust be made if our eyatem gives
reaults such as the expenditure made to
sustain it would demond, Tho farmers of
the country are beginning to see that the
preaent state of things is haviog soms bad
1a8ults, that their sons are, by thoe school
training which they recelve, being mado no
more fit to cngsge in tho dutics of the
farm, but that they ore being made dis.
satlefied with the calling of their fathers,
and anxions to enter the profenions or
merchantile life. No wonder that their
fatbers who do mnot uudeastand tho real
cause of such, are prejudiced against liberal
educational training ; but the blame does
not rest sith vducalim, 1t rests with the
defects in tho system under which their
boys bave been educated. There 18 nothing
in rxteneive learning to prejudice a voung
man against labor. There is in it howover
a power which shonld reveal tho true no-
bility of work, and a power too,that makes
workmen eflective. What arg the defects
then? Wo answer that tho first defect in
the education of our public schoole, ia that
8 thoroughly good foumdatisn i3 often neglect-
ed. In oneeense our public schools here
through all the years advauced very little.
We doubt whether the primery subjects,
and especially these represented by the
three immortal R’ are taught sny more
thoroughly than they were years ago. In-
deed, in many tch.ools reading and writing
are almost totally urcared for and pupils
are led into the subjects of o called higher
education before they can decently inscribe
their names upon a oopy book. In
arithmetic, too little attention is paid to
olementary rules, and in some cases pupils
who are working in the mysteries of com-
pound intcrest and cube root, are found
to be terribly deficientin a thorough irain-
ing in addition and tho other eclementary
rules. ‘This want of thoroughnessin part
can be charged to tho large number of
subjects included as in the public school
conrse. The mind of no youung person, or
old one cither forthat matter, can grasp a
dozen things at once and becomo duly
proficent in any onc of them. The next
defect is in the fact that our school train-
ing is only dightly practieal dealing mostly
with subjects outside the arena of practical
industrial life. Dountless overy one of our
readers hasnoticed thi: fact and regreted it.
Boys, whose future lives were to be spent
on the farm have euffered wonderfully in
this pacticylar. They have many o time
been forced to trace out minutely the
course of some stream having its rize in tho
far off mouutaius of Asia or Africa. They
haye Ybeen compelled to sit for long and
dreary hours tireing their tongucs and
dislocating their jaws in learning the pro-
panciation of the names of cities and towns
in Siberia, the land of serfdown, or some
other clime equally important to a residuat
in Ontario. They have found labor for
dsys in committing to miemory, from
grammars,defioations, to understand which
an intelligent ndult would'be compeiled to
consult a dictionary provided with an
index aud they have been required to learn
with exaclness a history ot the doings of
Romulus, or Alcibiades, or other persons
of cqually late existence until in dresms

ongaged in Persian wargconquered vandal
tribes who immortalized heir bravery by
standing in the heat and bloodahed of &
modern Thermopalywe, Bat whilst they
have delved thusinto the minutiaof the
geograpby of almost unknown canotrias,
or the dotailed bistory of nations whose
oxistence i3 now almoat a myth, They
bave left untouched many aubjecty, o
knowledge of which would greatly assist
them in theduties which they will ba called
upon to perform. They bave learned
nothing of the composition of the soil of
their country, and nothing of the bistory
of growth and development in the plant
world, from which thay must dorive a large
portion of their future income. Thoy
bavo not been thorvughly skilled in the
measureisent of lunds or timber, ‘Lhey do
not know tho alphabet of useful drawing
por are they at o]} proficiont in & knowl-
cdge of bookkeeping or conversant withan
eaty ond ready style of busincas letter
writing. It short, they have epent their
time in doing much, which will be of very
little, if of auy, uee to them, whilst things
of the very greateat usefulness have been
neglected, ar entirely left out of the ques.
tlon. There is no reason why chemistry
a3 particularly applied to agriculture
sbould not be taught, and practically too,
in our conntry schools, and other matters
useful to the occupation of a farmer could
be taken up aleo, such as botany in its
practical bearing, the science of drainage,
tho care of fruit trees, etc., or the man.
sgement of physical heslth and the pre-

vention of disease.
(Continuod noxt week
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WRITE.

.

We have timo and agaln given in-
vitations to our readers to write for thcic
paper. We repeat the oft given request
agaio. We want to wake the Faruer
the voice of Canadian agriculturiste. We
intend to battle boldly for their rights; to
strugglo constantly to advance their intor-
ests; to lend our aid in opposing any en-
croachments upon their rights ; to asist in
making their labors more profitable and
their disappowtments and failures fewer.
In short to help them in cvery way in
your power.

Our farming friends can give us valuable
assistance in the way ofgood practical cox-
respondence. Give us your experience
upon matters which have interested you.
They will interest othere. Tell us where
you bave faiied, and whero succeeded.
You will thus assist in keeping others from
failing in the same particular. You will
also lead others to success. Do not plead
your poor literary training. Write and
wo will sce that your errors are corrected.

Wo bave a large number who are send-
ing us short letters on live subjects. Wo
desire others to do likewise, In conclution
let us again request you to write for your
own paper—TRHE CANADIAN FARMER.

AN “old farmer” who gave our readers
o spicy letter upon “ A Farm Sbeep” last
week, and who w._en closing it to retire
for his afternonn snooze on his home
made sofa promised to greet them again
in this issue, has not come to band.  Weo
trust that the cause of the non-receipt of
hic letter is nothing moreserious than hay-
ing overslept bimeell, Weo hope ho will
awaken in time to speak o our readers in
the noxt issue,

Green's Nursery Catalogue from Roches-
ter, N. Y. isoun our table. It represents
many new varities, as well s the older
ones, illustrating well the many vines and
plants he purposes introtucing for the sea.

they nave founded cities on sites of hills,

the_coursen of study pursued in some high

son of 18§84,

Imported oate reported by Mr. Tate as
grown from 1893 stock ¢ 117 busels at
8160, 8175.50; less cost of seed, 83,60 ;
difference on cach acre, 8172 00 ; some
provious yields w nId be over 8200 per
acre ; one hundre acres being $20 0C0 por
asonum, The Farmery' Adoente  was
wrong; Mr. Tale confirms your cor-
rection of that j urnal  Yours truly,

JAs. RENNIE,

NEWSPAPERS IN SCH00L8.~What thoy
call “nowspaper geography' bas beeniatro-
duced into some of tho American schools,
‘I'hto teacher tnkes the morning paper. reads
such news as seems best to him, and the
pupils are required to fad out on the map
the places mentioned, By a wellinformed
teacher——and wath a ittle 'rouble any intel-
ligeut teacher could keop {nforimed upon
tho nows of the day—such a Icsson might
be made the most iateresting nud most in-
struciive on the programme. It might
casily 1ncludo history and biography, as
well as geography.

nasam—

CorvesponveNce,

This pago will bo dovotod to ths exclusivo uso
of Corrospondonts. Allot ouryeadorsaro invi-
:g(r‘l:? writo upon aubjocts of {nteroat to agrioul.

o
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IMPROVED OATTLE.

Lp. CANADIAN Fanrugr,—I am certain
the renders of the fARMER will be thank-
ful to the wiiter for his article on the
Dutch or Iolstein cattle, So far os I
know scarcely any attention has been paid
to this excollent breed of cattle in Canada.
In fact, ! am aware now of only one herd
in Oatario at least, but from the article of
our “American cousin® it is quite clear that
the breeders of the Holsteins are not pre-
pared to take a back seat wuea the good
qualities of cattle families are brought per-
minently before the public. I will not eay
that our friend is not correct, and I would
ssk baw in his opinion the prepotency of
the male Holstein compares with that of
tha MHoreford, This quality to the Can-
adian farmers is & very importsnt one, for
howaver good the breed may be in its
purity, if the malo animal bas not the
vower of stamping his progeny with his
own good qualities, the grade following
the inixture with common cattle would not
be much improved. We, wko have taken
an interest in the Hezeford, claim that our
male animal has this power to & degres not
excelled by any other breed. We have
bad to fight for every inch. of ground
which we now hold. Whex we came on
tho field we found it well occupied by the
Durbams,and the potency of their animal
was even at that timo unquastionable nor
havo we the least desire to call it in quet-
tion now. The Durham is a superior
animal, but we claim that the Hereford,
take him all in all, ishis equsl, and that
the Hereford has not, nor is he likely to
disappoint the stock-raiser 1u the least,
The Hereiord is an excellent grazing
aunimal, and I thiok it is not claiming too
much to say that this distributes his beef
better thon the Durham. His potency ia
equal to tho Durham, and we of course
have certainly nothing to fear asto tho
improvement in wmixing with common
cattle. What the general sgriculturist is to
look for is not merely the good qualitiesof
any breed in its purity, for all cavnot afford
to go with pure stock at least for years to
come, but ho should carefully enquire as
to what breed 13 most likely to improve
the progeny by a union with the common
stock. Why one pure breed sbould bo

superior to another is this particvlar we do
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