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BY JOHN WADDELL,

The Inscription by which your excellent
journal is designatod suggests 4 ita read-
ava that truth may be considered.in two
different points of view—logleal truth,
which oconsists in the conformity of anas-
sortion with the aotual state of thinge; and
moral teuth, which conalsts in the agres
ment of our words and aotions with our
thoughts, Logical txuth belongs o the
thing or fact asserted ; moral truth Is term-
od veracity, has a reference to the person
whouttersit, In both $heserespects, truth
is of immense Imporsance ; it is the bond of
soclety and intevcomxse which aubaiate
smong raonal beings, The greater park of
all the knowledge we possess, bag been de.
rived from the Sestimony of others, Itis
from the communioation of others sad from
& rellance on their veracity, that those who
wore never heyond the limita of the Dumin-
fon of Canads, know that thers are such
olties uR ke London, Purls, Vien-
ns, Constantinopls, and Calro; snd that
thers are such ocountrles as the United
States of Amerlos, England, Peru, Parsis,
Chins, and Hindostan, I$ is from the
sims sourco thus we have learned the facts
of anclent and miodern history, and that
there onoe existed such empires ad the
Gteck* and Roman, the Parsian, Awyrias,
atd Babylohlan, Oa the same ground, the
veracity of othors, we confide iaall the do-
miestic relasions and invercourses of life , and
on this ‘ground all the sransactions of com-
merolal soclety, and all the arrangements
aad operations of Government are conduct-
od. On the implied veracity of others, we
retire from our employments at oer-
taln hourn, and sit down to breakfast
or dinner; and, on tho first day of the
week, wo amemble in a oertain place
st an appointed hour, for religloms
worship. On this grvund the pupll
confides in his veacher for instruotiofi ;
the ohildin his parents for sustenanoe,
clething and protection ; the master in his
ssrvans for the execution of his orders ; and
the wifo in her husband for provision aud
support, Weoonfide every moment in the
falthfalness of the Almighty for the regular
return of dsy and nighs, of summer and
winter, of seedbime and harvest. Uould
the veraclty of Godl by impeached or render-
od Hable to suspiclon, we ahould remain in
awfal suwpense ;3 whether another day
would again dawn upen the world, or
whether the sarth would be shattered $o
pleoes, and ite fragments dispersed throngh-
out surrounding worlds, before the sun
sghln appeared in the horissn A Belng
prasessd of brundless kuowledge and om
nipotence, withous veracity, would be k9
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‘It appears that truth is of the utmont 1
portance %o all rational beings, as 1t £o
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:"'hon ok reate te thrcne of the Eee-
In degiived scclety trath is viclated tn's

thousand ways, 1t is viclated in thoughta,
in words, in esuversation, In orel dissourses,
i writings, in printed books, by gestaures,
and by signs, by spesking, and by rewsls.
ing sllent, by raking wp with & malevolent

deaigm any aotion which the party has
long sinoe reprobated and repented of.
I$ e violated when we promise, either what
we have no intentlon of performing, or what
we had no right to promise, or what was
out of our power to perform, or what would
be unlawful for us to execute, Ity violat.
ed in threatenings, whon we neglest to put
them in exeoutlon, or we threaten to infllot
what -would be either ornel or unjaust, It
Is violated in history, when the principle
faots are blended with doubtfa), or fictitlous
ofrcumstances ; When the conduot of lis. s
and intriguers, of publio robbers ani mur-
derers, Is varnished over with the falwe

actlons of upright men ase, without suffi-
ofent evidenoce, attributed to knavery, or té”

construes actions and events and attributes
tothe actor's motives and designs In ac
oordhnos with his own prejudices and pes-
slons, and interweavea his opinions and de-
ductlons, asif they werea portion of the
suthenticated records of historical fact.
When disputants bring forward arguments
in support of any position whioch hey ate
consclous is unsound; when they sppear
more anxious to display their akill and dex-
jority, and to obtaln a victory over thelr
sdversaries, than $o vindicate she cause of
truth ; when sasers, and sarcasams, and
personal reproaches are substituted in the
room of substantial arguments ; when they
misrepresens the sentiments of their op-
poneats, by stating them in terms which
materially alter thelr meaning; and when
they palm upon them the opinfons which
they entirely disavow.

The mischiefs and miseries which
have followed the violation of the law
of truth 1areferents %0 tho affalrs of
nations, $o the private inte-ents of socletien,
farlies, and individuals, and the everlass-
tug conoerns of mankind, are dreadful be-
yond desoription, It hasbeen chiefly owlng
to ths violation of this law, that the shrones
of tyrants have been destroyed, thas public
aafety and happiness have been overturned,
tha$ nations have been dsshed ene sgainst
another; and that war has produced among
the:human race so0 niany overwhelming de.

honored, thetr wealth destroyed, thiir hopes
dlsappointed. By the sophistry
cipled men, literature and solcnoshave been
perverted ; litigationshae_bee multiplied

sgitated, perptexed, aid-bywildezed, and
the widows and fatherless oppressed and xob

Wajoynicats, Could we
search the privats records:ef anolent kings,
prinoss, and leghlstors; and trace the de-
csitful plans which have besalald in palaces,
and cebinete—or ocould we
all the in.
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Qmﬁ despote, the mansi-ns- of
sées; presidints, -aad vioeroyally, aod
b osurhe ol law, thisughout Europe, Afri-
‘a;Ane; the United States of Amarios,

~1'and the: Domision of Canadas such & host

<

moral { Would sters ua in .
a | with astonieslament, aid make us shrink back

the face, s wonld fill us
 Werethe love'sf truth universally cherish-
‘od, what & imighty change would be effscted
i the ocuditien ‘of mankind, and whas a
glerions radiance would be difiused ever all
the movemaents of the intelligent system !
Thae whole host of liats, perjurers, sharpers,
seduosrs, slonderers, ple-hearess, quacks,

glare of herolsm and glory ; and when the'|

the Influence of fanaticlym ; when the writer

unpin:

without numbir ; huinad belags have been

thieves, awindlers, feadulent ¢ .alers, false
friends, fistterera, corrapt judges, despots,
sophists, hypoorites, andreligions imposters,
with the countless multitade of frauds,
treacherles, Impositions, falsehoods, snd
distreses, which have followed in their
train, would instantly disappear from amopg
men. Confidence wonld be restored through-
out every department of sooiallife ; jealousy,
suspiclon, and dstrust would no lenmger
ravkle in the huriap breast ; and unfelgned
affection, fidelity, “Wod friendshlp would
unite te whole bfotherhood of markind,
With what simplicity, and what amoothnéss
and harmony would the politioal world® and
the ‘woild of tride move onward in =ll-its
transactlons ! Truth irradiating every mind,
Would dispel doubt, error, and perplexity;
‘from the inhabitants of this world; and
unite man to man ard maa to God,
231 Rioumoxp St., TorONTO| )

OONVERSATION.

BY THY. REV, B. A, STAVFORD A, B, PASTOR OF
T)I8 METROPOLITAN OHURCH,

art? Some intications seem %o poin in
thas direction. Itis certain that many &
dear hoatess s at this hour in much perplex-
ity asto the manner in which she will en-
tertain her gu-ats, 50 as $o make them feel
at home with herself and- sach_osher, sad
yot not offend either the varléd tastes, or
theno less varied conscleacos of any, - It is
probable that no one feels that any feodgniz-

sioal evening, the euch¥e:party, or the ball,
does not tauch ovorywhﬁo"with equal eis,
What a pity that somcileader in sccial dite
couldnot open & _veinfrom which exhaust.
leen woalth sy §%-drawn to relleve:the
stress 15 $E1# lind, . b
Is not ‘the et of conversation, developed
{a o high'degree; the relist whish isneeded?
The answer w¥uld nndoubtedly be in theat-
firinative, waie 18 Jok thatit s the exoep-
tion fer.any Indy; to bring ez gueates togéther
asd’expydt_therh'4c entertain thumselves
by::thelr: Wri “donversation, The thought
ofisuch s thivg brings to her mind the vi.

solations. By the perniclousness of M'LFMW » dreary cirale of p.oglc; arranged
hood the peace of familleshas bean invaded;’
their comforts biasted, thelr good-zhme dis-;

rownd’ her walls i helplassi sllence, the

3| fear, Jike some anniversary n , gather.

oan riss above the suffuciting oppressive
ness, The memory of one such company,
and the fraitless efforts of she kind, but ex-
hausted hostess, to make a bresk in the fer-
bidding, well guarded lines, will live o un-

like a nightmare, " . -
Now this ought not a0 $o:be;_and the less

remedy. I have spoken of convermation.as

-and | » lost art 3 Thad done betterif I had sald an

;a;tmuyotonlﬁnhd,ionhnhgh.mt.
When » baby has learned to talk, aad,
to this accompliskmnent, & few years later,
some lessons in the elemenmof Englith gram-
mar are added, we have all thatisever done
tq draw out the faculties of any oae along
the line of conversation. Yot it is likely
that, except thoss who have abeclutely no
musioal faculty, peopls come by nature, as
acar o petfection in musical art asthey
do %o parfection in the axt cf cenversatiom,
Certalnly the former is oapable of being car-
ried to greater heights, and developed along
saore widely diverging lines, but without
speolal oulitvation comversation will fall a0
belpless and powetless, exospbia a few cases
ravely favoied by aature, a8 mwsic would if
wholly neglected, No ee thinks of leaving

Isoonversatton doomed to become o loas.

edmethod is absotutely. perfsot, The mux

‘whole .dompany weighed down ia abject

od’ together of uncongenialelements, in s
100 solemn church, when no’choir or spesker

til the very mention of oonyu'y,hnnhm

as it is esally within reach of & thorough

musio just to grow up of iteelf, Why ex-
pect the art of conversation to doso?

But the question will atart up, whereand

how should it be taught? The schools are
already overburdened with subjects, There

isno roomn to bring in a new department of
high culture, Well now it is just posslble
that even the greatly crowded currlculum
of the achools might allow them to do some-
thing more than they do, though every re-
citation is in some senss a ditcipline in olear
exprassion, H

But beyond a doubt social 1ife is the na-
tural and greatachool of conversation. It js
to blame, and open to a grave indictment
tor encouraging convermation to run down
into more exchange of a commonplace words,
about the most commonplace thingy, tostead’
of rising into the white heat of health ul ex-
oltement over subjects of desp and universal
interest, Soclety haspractically abandoned
this field, which, of ail'flelds, Is peculiarly
its owny' -

Now) sverybody admires.the person who
has thfpowsr $o hold a company under the
charm ot his words® i oolloquial discourse,
Instead of suok peysons belog the exception
they might Be‘tho""g'glg’. :Thess d1d rotleap
ata bound to thelr’ distirignlched pre-emi-
nenoce in this partfoula’s Thelr grace ls the
last flaishing touch’ pus upon a high ard,
The elements which enter into ‘this art ad-
mit of easy analysls, Mentionsd In the or-
der of thelr inflnence in' thrusting one for-
‘ward in the entertalument of others, they
stand something fike the following: )
- Tfie perwon will bea grod listensr. Re-
spect for what others say is abous thebest
fntreduotion which & strasger can have for
what be is golog to say himeelf. Self-
posseasion will enable one who apeaka to
grow upon the attention of his liateners.
‘Without it, in a reasonadle messure, when
one finds hiv own volos ‘the only distinct
sound in's company, the thonghts which
before were clear to his mind will become
confused ; and after ‘wtruggling along in
growlog mistiness for a time, he will hurry
under cover of ailencs, But, of course, in
aH discourse' the operator's tramp oard
must bé something to say, Though this
might seem the moat difficult psrt of the
qualification it is sotually about the most
saay. A baabfal boy, for the first time
away from his father’s house, & teacher of
s small- sehool among atrangers, boarded
in a hcuse where were thres young l:dies,
and suffored unspeakable agonies for wans
of something to say, He .spent his first
carned money in paylag for Harper's Week-
ly, & paper as that timo jius bezluning ite
career. In this the diffident youth found
stories and aveodotes, and facts and
politios, and he oould always draw upon
auy of these when in the throes of his effort
ta:do his part in. the talk at table or ¢lve-
where, He was surprised at the ease with
‘which he could remember and repeat any-
thing which he wished to present. The
axperience ¢id more thaa anything cleo i
hislifeto give him command of himaelt,
and aresdy supply of Illustrative annmec-
dote, while at the same time it taught him
the babis of noticing and remumbesing
what he read. If people had convermtion
in view, the life of easch day would be
found to be full of incideat, and even of
aovelties well werth repeating. These
things always seem larger ia-the tlling
than they do whea lockiag upen them. To
find something 80 say is ey inde d ifens
cares 0 make himaelf iatereativg %o his
tiivals, Cethainly the more versatility eme

Belef, pithy ancodoteawill held sway say-
whare if well told. It is fashlemable $o ridi-
cule ancodete sa mot ceapistens with the



