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A HIAPPY NEW YEAR.

DEA&n YouNc* REiDERns,-As soon as tho dawn breaks on
the lirst day of the New Year, and aIl the world rises from
its slccp, and begins the hum and stir of its daily life, you
%vifl hear a short licarty littie phrase grecting you froin every
tongue. Evcrybody scens to utter it-very face to sinile it
on you--every hand to convcy it to you in its clasp-every
prayer to breathe it out for you at your family and closet
altars. Some of you, who arc so happy as to have a mother
ncar you, will hear it in the tendcrcsb of whispers, and sc
it in the warm lighit of a kind niothcr's tearful oye; and
some of you, who arc so blessed as to bc growing up under
a fathcr's care, wili listen to it witli deepcst revcrcncc, as a
kind fathcr's hand is laid upon your hecad. If you mecet your
minister, it is tho very first thing that starts to bis iip3 ;, and
if you assemble in your Sabbath sechool classes, it is the rea-
diest phrase of welcome on this New Year's day your teacher
can flnd. And should it bo a clear bracing sunny day, the
fields and the woods, sparkling in their erisp and hioary
dress, -%vill sccm to have the saine thirg written for you on
their face; the chocry echo everywhcre, the iightsome voice,
thfi merry langh, tho golden suni, and the bine hecaven, will
seom to lie fuit of it; and so ail the world God fias arrayed
in se mucli unsearchablo grace and boauty around you, wvill
seem to bo breathing and murmuriag out the one gladdoning
wish. In short, nlot to kccp your curiosity too long on thc
stretch, we begin by putting ail this in the few simple words
you have heard so often-we wish you a happy Neu, Year.'

Now, somne believe it would ho a happy New Year if it
bronglit them flot one houris sorrow; if, in ail its course,
they wore to meet ivith no hardship or difficulty; if every
day wore to bring wvith it somothing now and pleasant-
something te excite -wendcr and cnriosity-sunething te
gratify them greatly, in hearing praise, ln enjoying holiday
pleasures, ln heing froc fromn ail serions studios and serions
duties, in gaining rewards -%vithout mucli trouble, in being
callcd to mako no sacrifices, and, pcrhaps, in wînning snob
sncess and rcceiving sncb gifts as niay make others look at
tbem with very envions oyes. Now, littie readers, as you
are reading these linos, look inte your own hearts, and,
while you hoar evcrybody wish you a happy New Ycar, ask
yonrselves what yeu really understand by the words,aünd
what kind of a year it -%onld be, if, aecording to the notions


