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fuculty has come into operation, and this happens certainly in
the third year, and often eatlier. Or, if wo go on to the time
when tho notion of property has first got a lodgment in the
mind, wo riay meet with a portinent instance of the vivacity of
the concentive power, when the littlo sticklor for its rights finds
its own horeo or doll in its brother's or sister’s hand, and then
running to Gnd brother's or sister’s horso or doll, cagorly dis-
cusscs tho quosiion of menm and tuunm, and notwithstarling tho
closo rescmblanco of the two subjoota of debate, fixes ita grasp
upon tho genuino and real meum. That is to may, this samo
lisping nasertor of ita rights, has rotained in its brain & picturo
of ita plaything 0 exact and partioular that it secves it at any
timo ns a tally by which it may recover thoarchotype.  Again,
tako tho instance of a child of threo years old, and let it boono
of only ordinar, intelligence. Accustomed only to tho objocts
of an inland and rural home, he accompanied his mamma, lot
Us Bupposo, & yoar ago, to a watering placo, Thon at diff*-ent
times, during tho intorvening mponths, tho striking objocts of that
now world havo been roonlled to his recollection in vivid lan-
guage; and now, if; bo bo qestioned concerning thoso objcots,
and many others thorewith associated, nlthough the questions
are varied as much as wo pleass in phrascology, and although
now pointa of view aro taken, ho will convinco his catochist that
thero is presont to his mind's eyo a not indistinct sot of pictures
of the sea in its changing aspects——of tho baths—of the build.
ings—of the equipages—of the dowas, Or, let him bo shown
unoxpeotedly, u viow of the pavilion, or of the chain pier, and
his inwtantanzous recognition of them will mako it unquestiona.
blo that the things seen so long ago oxist still by their images
in his mind.

But wo need not hold on in this strain. This conceptive is
tho Grst purely mental powor of which wo aro conscious, and it
ia cvidently fed and sustained by the perceptive,  And how can
the instrumentality of parents and teachers bo brought to bear
with tho groatest cffect on tho oxpansion and dovelopment of
this power of tho mind, how but by presenting to the various
senses their appropriate food, annd thus strengthening them by
oxercise. Tho cultivation of tho various sonses wo shall take
up in our next.

MORAY, EDUCATION—WIIAT ISTT'? IIOW GREAT
ITS IMPORTANCE!

Ir is much to be feared that many use these words, and write
and speal: on the subject of Moral Education, who noither un-
derstand what they say, nor whercof they affirm, The term
moral, like 2 great many others in the English language, is sus-
ceptible of no small diversity of meaning, and in this have not
a fow sheltered themselves, contending most earnestly for mo-
ral oducation, whilsl thoy are all the while attaching their own
aceeptation to the words, Wo all know what is genorally un-
derstood by s man of good moral character,—that it just means
n person of sobrioty, of justice, of corrcct and honourable
dealing with his follow-creatures, without the least allusion to
tho motives by which he is animated, or to the end ho hag in
view in the conduct ho is pursuing ; or, if these are referred to,
it is but too manifest that thoy are purely of a seolfish, or secu-
lar, or worldly character. Io the samo sense is the terin moral
cmployed by not a few in connection with education. They avo
vehement in their support of moral cducation. but it is plain
that all they mean by it is that the childron be ¢cncouraged to
speak the truth, or bo punished for telling lies, because, in the

one cage, it is manly and creditable, and, in the other, cowandly
and discreditable.  Others, again, goa step fartheron the mat-
ter of moral education. Thoy insist upon the daily reading of
the Sacred Scriptures in achool, but not & word of comment by
way of explanation or cnforcement is to ho offered, though in
every other department or hranch of study, not a scntence is
passed ovor without overy offort boing made to bringit down to
tho lovo! of tho meancst intellect, Notan attempt is to be made
in tho daily intercourse botween teacher and taught, or between
tho scholars themselves, to reduce tho precopts of the Bible to
practice, cither in the stimulating to duty or in the detorring from
crimo. Should any child bo detected in telling a glaving falsces
hood, not an allusion can bo mado o the awful judgment inflict
ed on Ananias and Sapphira, oven though that thrilling narra-
tive formod part of the chapter read in the morning. Such a
course wo tegard as littlo olso than n mockery of the Sacred
Soriptures, It is liko tho soldicr who oquips himself with his
furhished nrms for the battle, and, afler ho has facod tho cne.
my, refuses to uso them. At all ovents, if it can bo said
that such childeen rocoive moral instruction in school, it surcly
nuvor can bo said that thoy receivo moral oducation,

Wo ®ako the word moral in its highest and most im.
porlant sonse, as roforring {0 all thoso dutics which spring
from our relationship to God and to ono another, and as
discharging theso dutics out of love to our Creator and
Saviour-God. When applied to cducation it just means tho
drawing out, tho dovoloping and strengthening by exerciso
of our moral scnse, and this is dono by bowing to its author-
ity ond complying with its roquirements. That all bave a
conscienco possessed of cortain characteristicsor propertics, just
as all havo an intellect posseased of certain powors or fuculties,
aud that this conscionce is susceptibloof immense improvement,
of an ever inorcasing scnsibility, are truths questioned by none.
But this vicegerent of Divinity, as the Moral Governor of the
Universe, this umpiro of right and wrong in ovory one's breast,
does not constitute an infalliblo directory to onr moral nature,
Like every other part of our being, it has shared in that dread
and desolating catastrophe which has befallen the species, and
neither its own cfforts nor the auxiliaries of natare or Provi-
dence can restoro it Lo its pristino authority and dignity. It
needs illumination, it needs uncrring divection, and nono but
the Tord of tho conscience is capablo of imparting cither tho
onoor the other ; and this he has actually done in his own ora-
cles; hence designated tho only infullible standard of fuith and
morals. That these sacred oracles may serva the end intended
they must bo used in school—not read merely—but used by
reducing their precepts to practice in the intorcourse main-
tained botween teacher and taught, and between the taught
themselves, by constituting them tho first and tho last standard
of appeal in all matters apportaining to the organizution and
government of the whole school establishment, as well asby ply-
ing thoscholars with their motives to diligence and good conduct.
By such appliances, continuously und perseveringly employed,
the conscienzo of the young will be drawn out, enlurged and ren-
dored increasingly sensitive.  And this is what wo consider mo-
ral education. We have no sympathy with thoso who scem to
imagine that all that is necessary is thu mero reading of tho
Sacred Scriptures in school without note or comment, or the
slightest allusion te its truths or precepts. Better, infinitely
bettor, that thero bo even this recognition of the Divine Word
than none at all :—it is but a rightful act of homage to Ilim
who is the supreme Lord of tha conscience, aud to whom both
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