
.pa-rali&ýed by that of an Aniiericani sturgeonî of niy
acquaintance 'vho rejeets electrolysis even in cases
wherc its effects are unt1tuestioned, on the saine
grounds.

Thec study of tbe electroiytic deconiposition of
organic tissues lias hardly been begtiîi. No cicar
conception of tie process cati be obtaiîied uiitill
the principles of eiectrol>'sis lu inorganie fltiids are
fi rst tiîoroughly stud ied. Çareft experinientai and
clinicai research is dernanided. In face of iionest,
thorotîgl work, based tîpon exact kîîowledge, criti-
cismn of tbe natture of that wbhiclî lias Ibeeîî aiîncd
at electrolysis during the past two or tbire years
%vii1 bear its owvn c.-)ndeinnation.

The I)resent developiinent of the practical appli-
cationîs of electrolysis in îîiedicine aîîd sîîrger), is
su largely dite to tbe inîtelligent and persistent
labors of Aiîrivaîi cerinatoio,,ists that I coîîsicler-
etlis association the body best quaiified to judge

of the wortii of tue reimarks 1 have submitted.

1 trst that b ave flot devated too far fromthe

attention.

Somne Problems of Mental Action.

Sucb is thc titie giv'cn to aiis annual atddrus--
(a copy of wvbichlibas kindiy been given us by
Dr. Richard Gtîndry, ïMedicai Superîntendent of
the Asyluni for tue Insanec, Marylanîd, aîîd Presideîît
of the State Medical anci Chirurgical Faculty,
Referuing by quotation to a reîîîark of Sir Water
Scott) Uic speaker said : " These niateriais for
tragedy or conîcdy arc ail around us, thotîgh their
relation and iy)pdrtance îîay flot be recogiied
until sonie magic %veaver btends tbcmn into an ap)-
propriate design." Of. tbe numbers of such in the
familles which niake up a community, soîîîe oîîe
becomes the trusted adviser, and to the farniiy
physician-if be be really one-people instinctively
tu-n. I-He is not only calied tîpon to rectify dis-
ordered bodily functions, but aiso, at tinies, to esti-
mate the inftluence of these disturbed activities
upon the higest nervous processes, inii nfiuenciîîg
thle pover of adjustnient of the patienît to lus envi-
ronînents ; to calculate thc future progression of
such disturiiaîces," so that tbe sources of strengtb
may be carefully cultivated and br-ouglît into
action. Iii the stû'cly of stîch a question three
factors niust be consideredt i, inlieritance ; 2, eii-

vironient ; 3, personaiity. As regards the lirst
"The fundaniental. principle is that ce'ery attrilmite

of the parent tenîds to be exbilibitedi in the off-
spring." But this is not invariabiy thu. case, or
%vlen it: is preselît, is the saille quality inlicritcd
equaiiy by dvery chiid. "Theli chiidren of ciicip.
tic or insane iiersons are more iikeiy to inherit thc
epîilepsy or- insanitv of tlheir parents, as %veil as their
other qualities ; but ail children of epiicptic parents
do flot have ep)iepsy, nlot- ail eidren of insane
parents beconie insane .. .. . . ... is iransnîiitted
tendency wviil probabiy appear in the offispring at
an1 epoch corrcspoindmig to lis appearaM. il i the
parent." Cases wvere cited %vlere biindness and
carcinoma ;acl been transmitted. .Porrey tcllý of a
failyi) every iimemibtr of whliclî becaixie insane at
fort),. .. .. .. 'le tcndency tends tc deveiop at anl
cariier age in successive generations, whiie tue
tendency clerivcd froin one parent onivy is apt to
fait on the sex of , that parent. 'l'le attributes

pectîliar to one paen iray b)e displayed by tic off-
springl at one periodl of lifé, andi tiiose of the other
parent at another tm.

Granting these observations to be correct, anl-
other impiortant question arises: Are ac(luire(i
jCctiarities and injuries trnIitd t is
observeci that injuries to nerve inatter ':icîare
efficient causes of hereclitary clisease atre those
%vhich iii the first instance %vcrc inflicted uipon a
nerve centre or the truinL of a nerve, and that no
injury suiffereci 1», the peripiierai expanse of nerve
iatter is capable of bc:ng tranismiitted." l)on-
tics of linibs are flot transmitted. \\'en epîlepsy,
is acquired it beconies a per.i-ancnt possession of
the race, and passes to sonie meniber of the familv
in each yeneration. And so it is with intemper-
ance a~nd other causes of change of nterve tissue.

\\Vitii regard to the neurotic or insane diathesis,
Dr. Gtundry remarks that, Nviethier a truc diathesis

.or flot, certain it is'that ail persons inberiting stich
are înarked by a pcrînaneîîl loNvering of nervous
enlergy, or- that quality of nerve force whicb is
calied tone., - M ai, tbesc Nve are apt to sec ex-
plosions froni siight or- itiadequate causes, an
app)arent eagcrnesb to rebpond to cNternal sugges-
tions, and an inaliity to rcsist the approach or-
progrcss of morbific causes. i hiese are the peo)ple
who arc îîcver weil. A hieaithy mian does flot
work up to bis full inconie of nervotis energy, ecx1
cepit upon special occasions of strain," and is saveci
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