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appeal nust be taken to the lawyers, farmers and
imerchants of the Legislature before even the
opinion of the doctors vas taken. The Legis-
lature accepted this view of the situation, and our
opponents were to sonie extent successful. At the
sane time the changes made in the Medical Act
in iS93 were ail in hne with the avowed sentiment
of the Council and while certain clauses might
be objectionable tu individual members, or to
special interests herein represented, yet there is
little doubt that with the exceptian of the gerry-
mandering of the constituencies, the entire
amended Act would have received the support of
a maiority of the Council.

But against some of the details of the rearrange-
ment of the divisions, the Council bas, and does
protest-as being evidently intended to prevent
the re-election of sone of our best menbers. This
should have been rmedied at the last session of
the Legislature : and it would have been, had the
medical opponents of the Council in that body
consented. But they gave palpable proof of the
real object of the gerrymander by refusing to
agree to the slightest alteration, In view of the
decided objections raised by our friends in the
Legislature, as well as other members, to a re-
opening of the medical contlict until after the
general election, it was thought advisable not to
seek any amendmenzs to the law until ve could
go with renewed authoritv fron the profession.

'lie Council now approaches the most important
election ever held-important not only hecause of
changes that will be made in the constitution of
the bodv under the nev law, but important because
the profession at large will take greater intcrest in
the choice of their representatives than ever before.
It mav not be amiss, therefore, in this, the closing
session of the Council. as constituted by the Act
of 1874. to take a brief retrospect. suici-îit to
enîable us to answer the question whether as an
organization we have to any reasonable extent
accomplished the object of our existence.

That the Medical Council has been an infal-
lble bodv no one lias claimed- -least of al], the
members thenelves. We have never claimed to
be above criticisni: nor have we professed to be
any better than the coistituencies we represent.
The Council, in the shape in which it lias existed
since Confederation, may, during that time. have
made mistakes. as ail representative or appointed
hodies nay do. it denies nothing it may have
done, and has no apologies to offer. But it does
claim. that honestly and faithfullv, biassed by
no improper prejudices and influenced by no
unworthy motives, it lias tried to advance the best
interests of the profession and of the public.

It is fortunate that the same legislation will con-
serve the interests of both these classes, otherwise
1hsicians would receive scant attention from the

average legislature. It is possible that somewhere
laws may have been enacted by tne civil authorities
for the sole benefit of doctors. but I have seen ni
record of so remarkable a transaction. 'l'île fust
niedical legislation in Canada-the Act of 1815
(55 Geo. Ili., Chap io)-struck the key-note of
niedical laws. It was enacted, it expressly states
in the preai ble, because " Many inconveniences
have arisen to His Majesty's subjects in the prov-
mce from unskilful persons practising physic and
surgery." It vas a law im the public interest: and
so have been ail medical laws since that day.
Fortunately, the public interest ýan only be con-
served by laws which will to some extent beneit
the profession.

Prior to the organization of the Medical Council,
professional niatters were practically under the con-
trol of the colleges. There were separate exaiin-
ing boards for those not holding a Canadian or
Englîsli diploma : but by far the greater proportion
of our plivsicians were of the latter class : and the
boards lad no control over the curriculumiî whici
was enforced tupon the applicants who came before
tlhemii. 'T'lie colleges fixed their own curriculum to
suit thenselves and the college diplonia entitled
its holder to the provincial license. Our critics
vlio accuse these bodies to-day of usurping powers
to which thev are not entitled. and of exercising
undue influence by means of their representation
in the Couicil, are, under the niost charitable view.
ignorant of the historv or medicine in Canada.

Without enquiring closely as to the origin of
the Council, or discriminating as to whoi credit i:
specially due. this may be said. that the varous
colleges and examinimg boards in Ontario deserve
the gratitude of the profession for suý: ndenri
the rights they possessed under the old law, a sur-
render necessary to make the Couicil a success,
but ivhich they were strong enough to resist had
they been so disposed. Vithout tleir consent the
Council vould never have been organized. And
if the profession is disposed to admit that a united
corporation. with full powers of self-government, is
of anv benert to us, it would he but a poor return.
either to harshly censure or attempt to injure
those to whoii we are so largely indebted for what-
ever of value we now poseSS.

It should not be forgotten that the Council is a
coalition. It is a tederation of several bodies
having an independent existence, with equal
powers. These powers were surrendered under
well-defined conditions. For example : The hono-
opathic physicians had their own examining and
licensing board Thev consented to its abolition
on condition that they should have a certain repre-
sentation in the Council. They were to have five
nienbers, while the profession at large hd twelve.
It was never clained that they were receivinîg
representation according to actual nuibers. That
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