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fusion to those ivho understand that language, and check lists and cata-
logues create the nomenclatù of those whlo do flot. To the argument
"b" we say, while we confess what would otherwise be grammatical

errors are thus justified, it is impossible to look upon this family ide" as
existing in fact. Gender may be arbitrary in some languages, but it is
arbitrary to the individual word only. The suni may be considered mascu-
line, but then <z/i sti;;s are masculine. If Papilio be masculine, then ail
Papiliones are masculine. And, taking the generie name as a family
name, so that promiscously mas.culine and feminine words may be joined
to it, there are already existing and universally received names which
could not thus be used-e. g., Pyrameis Ca' idui, and ail names, such as
Argynnis L'dwardsii, named in honor of any one. If the specîfic nanie
is an indîvidual name, it is indeclinable uriiess with the generic name.
And surely, then, these must be Pyrameis carduzis and Argynnis Bd-
wardsiùs. Again, if specific names are given names, they should always
be begun with a capital letter-which in descriptive adjectives (more
common as names of the Geometroe and Noctuoe), no one ever thinks of
writing. And yet, again, it is impossible to get a noun or rame idea in
specific names which is an adjective. We remember how the old Puritans
ransacked the Bible and th eir ow'n brains to get expressive names for their
children ; but they gave the names in tbe noun form. It was Charity, flot
Charitable-or at the most, if an adjective, it ivas grammatical in its use.
The adjective idea remains permanent. Jifepia/us argenico-uzaculalus is, it
is true, the-Lièpia/uts called by that name ; but it is as well irue that it is'
the Hepialuis that is silver-spotted. We miay be duli, and that May be the
explanation, bu~t we cannot con-prehend that the names of insects are
arbitrary, as are the names which designate men and women.

Can we not rightly make an appeal for the observance of these laws ?
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The Annual Report of our Society to the Department of Agriculture
of Ontario bias just issued from the press, and will be mailed to our mem-
bers in the course of a fewv days.


