
THE DISEASES 0F THE BIBLE.

(&uinuiiied front 1f iseme.)

(b) Lepro.sy.-Perhaps there is no subjeet pertaining to
the wholo question of Medica Sacra, more difficit of solutioni
than the true re1tionish-ips of scriptural leprosy. A careful
study of Lev. xiii. -and xiv. lea.ds us to conclude that not one,
but several dise-ases are spoken of. The word leprosy lias
been eînployed at. different tirnes wit1î dffferent iiieanings.
iMinch confusion lias arisen out of the use of the Latin lepra
and the Greek icrtby authors who have written upon
leprosy. Three distinct skin discases seem to be mnentioned
by different athflors. There is lep)ra aliphos, or ordinary
psoriasis ; lemw leulce, or vitiligo, and leJ9amls rlpoy

Ilhe iirst of these, psoriasis, in an inflai-nrnatory disease
of the skin. It is not in the least contagi oas. There are
reddishi, dry, infiainedl patches, wvhich vary mach in sme,
and are covered by an aburndarit crop of greyish to white
scales. The disease is often very chronic. The condition
known as psoriasis ight be coimplicated by the existence of
scabies or iteh. In such a case separation of the affected
person -wouild be a wise precauition. Then ganpsoriasis
inight be accompanied by somnie of the vegetable parasites
that aire widely known as ringi-worii. It is soinetimnes diffi-
cuit to mnake a positive (listinctioui betwveeni a patchi of skin
infflamed anid sca-,ly froi the presence of one of the vegetable
parasits and a pateli of psorisis, or lepra. alphos.

ViLilig()o, or leuk .&i e, i-ý -a -%ariety of skini disease
characterizeil by whitish spots. T.Ihese spots inay be of
round or irregniar shape, of different sizes, aud located on
various parts of the body. AIro,-iliç their margin, the skin is
usually darker colored than normal. The hairs, in these
patches l)ecome w'hite. It usually Iasts througrhout life,
does not aiffect the health, is liot cont-agions, and gives rise
to ilo suffering. Althioiiog vitiligo has beenl classified b
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