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preach and found churches, and employ healing as an aid to their great
work, and those who are to do the preliminary work of healing, but never
to forget the immortal soul while caring for the perishing body.

1f we turn to the Book of Acts we find the apostles working on these
fines. The first great triumphs of the Gospel under Peter and Paul were
accomplished by the preaching of the Word, Imt in Acts 3 and 5 we see
how important a place healing occupicd in the carly spread of the Gospel.
So Paul mentions ““ heeling” among the gifts of the Spirit.

I think we are to learn from this that the healing of the sick should
occupy the first place among the helps to the preaching of the Word.  As
being the only one mentioned in Seripturc, it should take the precedence
of schools, orphanages, and other agencics.

As the seventy were to do a preliminary work, so now we find medical
work of special service in preparing the way for the fuller preaching of
the Gospel and founding of churches among the heathen. In China we
find it especially usefal in opening new stations, by overcoming the prej-
adices of the people and showing the benevolent aspect of Christianity in
a way that the simplest may understand.  We can often rent a house for
a dispensary where it is impossible to scenre one as a preaching-place.
After the poople understand our object and hear Christian truth privately
their opposition melts away, and they arc willing to have public preaching
intheir midst. Thus medical work serves as an cntering wedge for the
Gospel.

Having spoken of the Divine warrant for medical missions, let us now
shance at the human need.  In God’s Providence the concomitant evils of
snand suffering have afflicted our race in every age and cevery land. In
this ssme Providence the desire and ability to relieve suffering have accom-
panicd the religion of Jesus. While perhaps one may be justified in say-
g that in God's mercy suffering is less acute among the ruder tribes,
where the ability to remove it is small, and the capacity to suffer has in-
wezsed with the nervous tension which is the result of civilization, and
with the growth of medical skill which is able to relieve it, still the great
fatt vemains that sickness and suffering are universal.  Asa general thing,
Yeathen people have but little ability to remove or alleviate this suffering.
Fren inthe mote enlightened heathen lands, as Ching and Indis, men have
t 7eal knowledge of anatomy, physiology, and pathology. Microscopy,
which is so important & factor in modern physical science, is entirely un-
town. Their religious views or hoary prejudices prevent any minute
wrestigation of the true causes of disease. Their theeries are crude and
sascientific, and their practice is mere cmpiricism.  Tu Chiua, as in Europe
seeeral centuries 420, the most disgusting and inert substances are pre-
sribed as remedies for disease. One has but to read the Pwan Taao,
the standard dispensatory of China, to see this. In surgery the kunowl-
odge of the Chincse is almost xil. The overweening value they ascribe to
strology has dislocated what Jittle practical knowledge they may passess.




