
and the work begun in his transformation was thc auspicious forerunner
and foretaste of a success which lias in all Christian Iiistory scarce any
suiperior or even equal as a demonstration of divine powcer. Thlese
CC Iild m,"upon wliomi even tlue Burmans Iooked îaown with hiaughty
contempt as servile inferiors, weaker in body and mind thozn thecir
oppressors, the victims of intemperance, and d is-istiug vices, were,
cruelly trodden under foot and virtually enslavcd by the Burmiaas, Nwho
forced. them to tifl thc Iand, pay exorbitant taxes, and dloaill kinds of slave
labor. To escape thecir persecutors they hecame hali-uomads, wandIer-
ing into remote and inaccessible regions that thecy miglit net be kcil-
iiapped and reduced to, bondage. TIouhtiylalsmcueble
in d.eity,, and a future st(ate with its awvards, tlhey ]îad neithcr a definite,
religicus faiitli and forin of religion nor a pricsthood. Yet thiese wvere
thie people whose unboundced enthiusiasm in receiving the gospel bas
Provc.: thau' none axe so, low that thc goo,1 niews may not at once
readli te their deep degradation a.nd accomplisli their moral iiiftinig
,and utter transformation. Soon after 31r. Boardman sctfled at Tavoy,
Ko-Tliah-byu brouglit to himi several Karens of the city. r1liis first
convert not only e'iuced a truc and decp intercst in Christ, but a pas-
sion for other souls thiat proved how the degradleti pagan may not oniy
bc converted, but take uip the work cf winning souls withi avidlity and
constancy.

At one of the Karen villages, twelve yeatrs before, a travel ing Mussui-
nian had loft a mysterious book, -%vhich leo told the Xreus wvas sacred
and entitled to divine hionors. Thc superstitions party wvho liad charge
of it knew nothing of its contents, but wrapped it in musshn and
encased it in basket-work of reeda -.overed with pitch, like the Nile
cradile of MRoses. Thc inisterious bi5ok became a deifted obj.rcl and
religiously vexierated. Thie keeper hiimself becamie a kcind of higli
priest and sacristaq combined, and it wvas vaguely bei~dthatia treas-
tire lad been sent them from above wliich some, future messc.nger
wvould dlaim and explaini. Whien Mr. Boardmanl came to the village lie
wvas visited by the guardian of the hio.y book to ask concerning its
ehu:acter. lie could give no opinion tili lie should exa mine the bool.
So, thie keeper of it retturled to bis owni village aud camne back after sov-
erm] days bea.r.ng the revercd book and follo-%ed by a numerous train
of intereste. 'People. ail eager te knowv Mr. Boardman's verdict conceriu-
ing this unknown volume. The wrappinigs were removed, and an -old,
tori, worn-out copy, of l'7w BJook of C»mmion Prayer and Psarnis ivas
revealed. It ivas an O.xford edition àn Englisli. Mr. J3oardman, like
Paitl at Athiens, told the puu-ple they -vere, in thieir way, Yery religious,
but tlicir devotion, was iplaced. Tlley liad beeni ignoranitly wor-
shiping an iiukniown god, and ho tcok opportunity îîow to, declare to
themui thG message of the truc God. "That book, " said lie, l<lis a grood
book, aud teaches o£ the truc Godl iii hcaven," The dccility cf the
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