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work, the forelgn missionary lias lost
bis leadership la one thing after an-
other. His last and strongest position,
that; of character and ail round judg-
mient, is now being assailed. Japanese
leaders are springing up here and there
who in point of personal worth aud
'whole souled devotion to the cause of
Christ are worthy to rank beside their
foreign brethrcn. They and their fol.
lowers are the ones wlio must in the na-
ture of the case assume the main re-
sponsibility for the conversion of Japan.
They should lie sustained by the pray-
ers and syrnpathy, gifta and service of
foreigcn friends, bu t in stcadily diminish-
ing quantities so far as the last two
agents are concerned. If neither cod-
dled nor controiled they are nearly ready
to assume Vhis large responsîbility.

It will require an unusual degree of
courage and.trust to pass over the eter-
ual destinies of millions into their stili
feeble liands ; but 7tero"s offati on tie
pqrt of *Western C'iristendom suppléent-
cd by 7oeroisn& of service on tke part of
&kstern (7sristîans ià equal to M£w ta8lc.

A Japa;j that eau %vùl great victories
on the field of battle, that nearly
doubles its income in the year following
a protracted war, that bids fair Vo rival
the West witb its industries, its educa-
tion and its large national aspirations,
inay safely bce left under God Vo work
out its own salvation iu things that are
spiritual sud eternal.

I wvrite in no caustic spirit. I recog-
nize that mucli may bie said ln defense of
a contrary position. I wouldnfot wouad
the feelings of a single brother who may
se things differently. I arn address-
ing not the world at large but a band
of God's choicest noblemen who believe
wi th ail their hearts in foreign missions.
I =r f ull of the j o of the Lord in my
chosen -%vork. I love Japan and hope
to give lier rnany more years of &.he
gladdest service ; but my conviction is
clear sud strong that the seed of the
Word is securely planted iu Japanese
soul. The kingdom is coming here lu
ail the mighit and glory of Chrlst's
royal presence

Let us rejoice lu wbat God hath
wrought, trust Uim to perfect that
which le bath fashioned, and tamn the
channel o! distinctiveiy fo7eigb mission-
ary service to needier wastes beyond.
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The recent session of the Japauese
Diet was the most liarnionious and suc-
cessful of auy yet held. Some of the
former assemnblies have been cliaracter-
ized by so mucli wrngling and confu-
sion, that the question lias not infre-
queutly arisen wlicther the time had
really corne for a constîtutional govern-
meut.

Ever since the formation of a parlia-
ment the Cabinet lias been the objeet
of constant and bitter opposition. It
lias unfortuuately Lad no political party
to uphiold and press its policy, and as
a consequence lias at varlous times been
criticised and condcmned by aIl. The
resuit lias been that so many proroga-
tioas and dissolutions have taken place
that legisiation lias made slow progress,
and wliat lias beeu doue lins flot given
general satisfaction. Mleasures of im-
portance have beeu passed by or meiely
discussed and abandoned, because o!
tise waut of unity and the constant ten-
dency to, strife.

The -%var lias been a boon to the gov-
emnaient la uiany ways. It lias rallied,
like nothing c-îse, thse wliole country to
the bupport of tise Eniperor, and those
wlio Lave been associated with hlm in
power have shared tise lienctit. The
sk-ill and efficicncy of the administra-
tion lias also won the admiration o!
many of tisose who have Iiitherto licou
its eneniies, and prepua.d tise way for
a new sud more satisfactory arrange-
ment for tise conduet of ail airs.

For years past the Liberal Party bas
been tlhe strongest political power lu
thse country. Its leader was at one
time a prointent member of the Cab-
inet, but did flot agrce with lis associ-
ates as Vo the policy Vo be pursued, and
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