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LEAVES THIE) HAVE TOUCHED:
DBEING A' REVIEW 0F SOME HISTORICAL AUTOGRAPHS.*

B BY B CÂDIKG,. D.

1 find in my portfolioS-and other réceptacles of loose miscelaneous
matter a considerable accumulation of mauuscript documents of more
or Iesspublic intereat. Some of them are throughout in the hand-
writing of men of eminenoe, wliile others bear their signatures only,
having beeu composed, or tranwcrbed, or filled up, by a secretary or
othfxr functionaiy. I have thouglit that 1 migbt in somte ýdegree
titilize these, papers. by fating pages from. them, as nearly as may b.
in chronologicai order, and ex.hibitinag the originsis whenever the
intrmnsie interest of the document or other circumstance semed to,
rnake it vorth whietodo so. la th7w way,I1supposeý I may make
my, collections help forward the studyamong us of civil aud flterary
history.

Âutograph documents sometimes enable us to realizo to ourselves
a histoicalI character iu a cumbus manner. The statesman, the
business man, the literary mani, each reveals hixuself with an extra
clearness in Lis manuscripts. Should thé paper before us chance to,
be a firat sketch or roagli draft, we discover which were the wriiWes
first thoughts snd which were bis second, what he deemedl it politis
to, add under the circumstances, and what to, suppress; while iu thse
handwrlting itself we have not oniy a clue to, général character and

*Tihe first ctieso Papen wu read before tic Canad"e Intitt, Juaq 10, 1874, a t»
Preuduita Â<du &WOUh Beuof 1878-.
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