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dren, on the threshold of the place or lier na-
tivity. Ria story we need not bore tell. Bce
had fallen inte the bands of the enemy; bce
had been retained four rnanths on board their
vemel:- and 'when a storm- had arisen and
hope was gone hie had saved her from being
kwtsnd her créw frotuperishing. lnreward
fer 11fr services, his own vesset had been res-
tored ta hlm, and h1e was returned ta his
çauntry, after an absence of eighteen manths,
richer than when hie left, and laden with
honours. The rest is soon tolci. AfIer Tibhy
and her husband had wept upon each other's
neck, aqd he-.had kissed bis cbldren, and
again their ruother, with his yaung-est child
on one atm, and hi's wife resting on the ather,
he hastened from the spot that liad been the
scene aof suchi bitterness and transport. In a
few years more William Gordon having, ob-
tained à competency, they re-purchased the
cottaga in the glen, 'where Tibby Fowler
lived ta see hier childrenIs ehildren, and died
rit a god oid age in the house in which sle'
had been born ; the remains of which, we
-have only ta add, for the edification, af the
curjous, may be seen until this day.

M'Y BLACIK COAT;
OR;

THE BREAKING 0F THE BRmDE'S CHIINA.

Gentie reader, the simple cirenînstances 1
amn about ta relate ta you, hang upon what
in termed-a bad amen. There are few
amangst the uneducated who have flot a
degree af faith lu aniens; and even aniongst
the better educated and weIl informe(], there
are many wlio, 'while they profess ta disbe-
lieve them, and, indeeci, do disbelieve thern,
yet Jeel them. iii their hours ai'solitude. 1
have known individuals3 who, in the hiour ai'
danger, woffld have braved the cannon's
mouth, or defle deathi ta, his teeth, who
nevertheless, would ha-ve buried theïr head
in the bedclothes at the howling of a dog at
midanight or spent a sleepleea night tramn
hearinx the tick, tick, of the spider, or the
unt7iring sang af the kitchenl-fire rmician-
th1e jollY little cricket. The age of omens,
hawever, la drawlng cr I a close: for Truth in
Ita. progres a f rarnplin. delusion of' every
kind ynder lbs feet; yet, after ail, tlîougli a
beliel' in omens la a superstition, it is one ha

~cmes with it a portion ao' the paetry of aur
niature. But to proceed with aur stary.
.1vcraliYca aga 1 was on iny way [romt

J3--to Ediuburgh; audleinus faruliar
Iwitlî every cottige, trae, shrub, and ivhin-
bush on the Dunbar and Lauder roads, as
with flie itce af an acquaintance, 1 madle
choice of the less frequented path by Long-
formacus. 1 always took a secret pleasure
in cantemplatîng the dreariness of the wild
spreading- desolation; and, next ta looking on
the sea, when lbs waves dance ta the music

ofa hurricane, 1 Iaved ta gaze upon the
heath-covered wilderness, where the blue
hiorizon only girded its purpie bosomn. Itwas-
no season ta look upon the heath in thebeauly
af*baî'irpnes:-, yet 1 purposely dliverged from,
the main rond. About an hour, theret'ore,
after 1 had de.-cended from the region af the
Lammermoors, and entered the Lothians, 1
berame sensible 1 wvas- pursuing a path which
%vas not lar-warding my footsteps ta Edin-:
bur-h. It ivas Deceniber; the sun fiad just'
gone clown; 1 was not vory partial ta travel-
lin.- ln darlinees, neilier did 1 wish fa trustj
ta, chance for finditig a comiorrable rerting-ý
place for the niglhr. 'erceivinga farm steal-ý
in.- and ivater-milI about a quarter af a miie:
from the road, 1 resÔlved ta tur towards,
them. and makie inquiry respee.ting the rih t'
path, or, at least, ta request ta be directed ta
the nearest inn.

The " tawn,"ý as the three or four hou-se
and niill were called, was ai bustief and.con-
fusion. The female inhabiantsý were çlean-
ing and scauringi and running- ta and fro. ,I
quickly learned that ail this note ao' prepara-
tian arase from the " maister"l being ta 'be
married ivithin thrc days. Seeing me a
stranig r, lie came ftam big bouse bowards me.,
Ile ivas a tall, ttout, gaad.laakingjolly-faccd
farmer and niller. 1-lis inannier ofuccatinig
me partook mare af lcindness than civility;
and bis -enquirics were nat, free from the
familiar, prying curiosity which prevails in
evcry corner of aur island, and, I must say,
in tlIe norLb in particu>ar.

'I Where do yau carne fra, na-if ithbe a fair.
question?"' inquired lie.

tgF rom B-," wças the brief and merely'
civil reply.

<'An' hac ye came frac there the day VI he
coninued.

'«Yz"was the atiswer.
"Ay, man, an' ye came fi ae B-, do yeV'

added hie; 'Ithen, nae doot, ye'ltl ken a per-
san they ca Mr.-?"

49Dki hie came originally froni -Dunse ?"
retumncd 1, mcntioning aiso thc occupation af
the persan. referred ta.

'<TIc >vcry same,» rûlainedtheli millet';
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