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ýTUE PATRIARCII AND THE VINE.
BV 3IRS. SIGOIIlNEY.

Titis carth doti pi'cd -

tItain enougbi that tcrnperancc iinay hotic..îrTY
ete days of old, a patuiarclî dwelt amnong the mounitains
e East. Many sn)re troubles and wondrouï changes hîad
~en, and stood faitlhftl wlîcn ai around hiad siined, and
.punislied.

e-was a peaceful tiller ni the earth, and when hoe cast
ïiàiîo lier bosom, they sprang tipi ahnidantly, cach aller

kind. So hie, and his %,ifc, and childreli, fed upon their
-'and blessed the Lord.
dbehoid, amongy the plants, there carne up one, Very

a~ 4;Il oa tender green. Thieraitiwatered itand il grei,

put forth eaves, and its tendrils werc like the lialds of
ng child reaching aiter some pleasant thing.

rhe set til a prop, and guided it thertinto l'or ho said,
nventure its heart is feeble, and il needeth that some

drould train it in the right w ." Soit towveredinpwardl
Jécamne a vine, ivitb interlaciing bouglis, and unaking a

shadowv.0
thero appeared, liere and there, among its branches,

swelling clusters. The master of' the vine smelled a
odour, and calieti his hotisèhold to admire their beauty'.

try day as the sun looked earnestiy iupoîi them, tbey'
ed more dceply. Rich moisture trickled from therli,
they %vere fully ripe, and bilrstin!r,, fell to tlhe groutid.
n th patriarch pressed çone ofilie grapes, and their
bis wisdm departeil from him, and hoe lay uncovereti

toits Were Raaed, and spake one to another with sot-
Lfaces. Blut the youngest derided, saying, ccLo ! hie
Jzeproveth folly, bath himself become altogether vain.

lb it not them, w~ho warn others, 10 take heed unto
Own waysV)

1lus brethren adinonishcd lmi, and said, "illuid thy pcace!
Iiin ibat revilcth bis fallier, Goti sbiallidge."1 rti tiiwy
took a g-ariont, andi covero~d the p~tirlwiigbac k-
wvard, lesýt they siotild look iipon bis infirmity.

And tbey sat doivzî irînnotity near Ille door ofi ube teut,
and spakie unto eacbi olber, sayitig, "; Belold, 1mw great is
our father, andi hnwv hoiuoured ot'God-itiasmuchel as lie hid not
frum lm Iiis owli colnseis, and the floed tbat wzas to droivu
the untgodiv.

ca ! wblen ai flesb hait cortilited its.it; hoe altone %vas
foti plIeasiugc Io the -Alost Ilgiî, aud witiî eloqueut '- ordb

iwaruoed a.worlil lyiiig iiu %ickeducess.
brurl is iaitbi were Nwe Savcd, wheil the foliutaitis cf

the grTeal deep Nvere brokoen rip, aid destriictiun o'~hr1tc
a wvorid iying ini wickednt-ss. Yet beliolt ! iioWv liedli bie
powerless, as the bab-3 tbat is newly born. Wi'o knoveýb
wbetber hie is no now abaut to die ?-* And tbey litted tip
their voices and wept.

Thon it semred as if some gond an-el spake unto thein,
and thecir hiearts were coinforteti: . Heath-en, sons off bbc pa-
triarch ! Bebioid hie sbail not die. The glnry of bis reas;oný
shahl returiu, and lie wvilI relient hi-ilqef: andi as thc how
breaketh forth front the cloui, so shall lus rigb-ltoousiiess be

Aud il came to pass, %vhien lie awoke froni bis trance, auJi
knew wvbat iiad been donc m ii im, lie caihed l'or lus eider
sons and lcssed titein il% tlle iaine oftheUi Lord. Buit on the
ynuingcst lie tttcicd a niaiediction, hecause hie liad niocked
at bis l'athîcr in tibe lime nf bis iiigiiti'.

Tbuts h-uowt the patiiarcli the evil iin the fruit of tite vinle,
wliicii bis own liauti had jilanteti. But hoe Icarnoti, ini lter-
noess aid. shaine, and by the cost of his owui txperience, whla'.
%va.s tcnderly tauglît lis in our early ycari, th.rt a caîrse liet
lîlti in the cluster timat duth scin so faîir.

AjrooaHohy iiool, ivblicl bis eyes nleyer behield,
doth %vara us, anîd our cbihdrcu, sai -Look îîot on tbe
wiuîc whuon it is reti, %vhen it gis'cîh ils colour in the cupl)*
%viien il. nîoveth ulsel aright; fo0r nt the last it bitethi like a
serpent, anid tigtrlike an adder."

OBJECTIONS TO TOTAL ABSTINENCE.
IVe fhiuk aIl objections starteti hy indcividua!b %ilio decliine

t0 hecoino identitued will the total abstinence moveruoent,
have respect either to the principle itse7, or o flic colustittu-
tion anti chaxacter of the sociebies by wvhich thaI principhe is
maintained and propagateti.

Some object to it on the -round 4>1 it.receivcs no0 coun te-
nlance in the divine record.

We hesitate not f0 admit, at-liio onutsct, that there ls 110
specific commatnd in thie Bible bo abstain'from intoxicating
drinks. Buth whilst wve frankly make-ihis admission, wve are
fully ptepatedte prove, that in llte Bible the piriiiciple ic-
ceives the stamp of divirc Ppprobation. Take, for instance,
the case of Johin the Baptist, titan wlîom, according Io thei
vory highest authority, Zi re nover wvas a greater prophet,-
he %vas enjoined ho drink neither ivine nor siron., drink.
WVe do not infer froin this, that we are morally bound to ab-


