
4eý quitte yet another testimony regarding thore
tîmnee, trne famaus Jenrome, who liveui in Palesline
in thre foîîrth, century, mentions thrat the parns
ý%verco 0firaniliar to Ciiristirnns front t.he practncL
;oif Firngirng thirîn at meals, thit in Ilti~ own neigh.
1!borliod, "1the pioraglimmen anti motvertz, ant i nte

dressera miglit lie licard sitiginigtlieni in then fildit."

4At Utne Rerurintion, trne singitirg af pame anti
hymns wnas no lornger curnîfineti, as ithlid long beeni,

* Ito monusteries ai religilouns bounses, as tlîey wcre
clebut was introdulceti irîto the private tlwei

jilingts as well as public atisemblies of thase %lîo
'ýwere delivereti from Papal darkness anti tlirnldnom.
*O0ur forefatiiers were tvont ta be brandeti as
*"ipzalMn-iing Prcsbyterian"-a title ai coin
ainentintion Urit, as ai) those epithets are, which a

>apntefnl world lias appliet ta, Christians, wlen it

pctices or char.acters. The title afic"paalnn.
*èin",erti" le, lioweover, rnve grieve ta thiink, nlot very

!pr oiaet the menîbers ai our clirnrches il) Utne
_ý,pretseot day. The exercise of fumiiy worsrip, af
'uhch the singing af psnlrns or hymns is, we may

*-eéay, an essentiai part, is by na0 means go camrnjin
tai the familles of Our cogregtionns as it once wvas

,mcd the singing of sacreti songe on eny other c.
aioithan the etaten wvorsliip of the farnnily or Uthe

.church, is scnrcely atal! known amongst lis. Tite
r#evival of religion whîicl took place under Wesley

,ýind Whitefiel wne distingiuishIet hy the freqîîency
- d tevitionial singing nog threir iullawcrs.
And it saya somneUîing for the perpetuity of that te-
!vrval, tirat the Metlîodistsi ofaur own day, wnhether

,in the %vootis of Canada, or the ini towns of Britarnu,
"ire honornbly distinguishiet amongst oUrner bodies
.ý,of Christians for their culture ai sacreti music.

Titneneglect ai sacreti n'1us*c le, in ordinary cases,
'àUymptoutatic aisa declining state ai piety. In the
-,'cattish Presbyterian churches titis neglect is
iii part refernable ta the inîiperfect and defective

,.ëaracter of their psalmody. We by no means
,.:-udervatue the merits ai aur nietrical version af

,.-"the psalnis. It la. perhaps, an the whole, thc best
~tat bias yet been mnade. But it la the work ai an

ai o cr Ernglish literature, ini which the art ai
:.-ýrtniiif unet that ai poetry itseli, and the

,rt alsa of poetical translation, were in a state ai
,t-1reat rudenesse; antd sa it partakies ai Utne dect

whnhare incidentai ta zL1I simnilar compositions of
?"-that age. This is one reason why aur nietrîcal

..,psalter is uinacceptabie to those wlîn have nlot bee,
accustameti ta accormaodate ils ,lerective measores
ivith the occasional additiont or aubtraction ai a
Syllable, andi ta whonn it la flot endeareti by thasn
interesting associations that cluster araund it in
our recolleetians, as having been sung by aur piaus

f<rrefathcrs for rnany gencrationa ini their familles
andi chrurclieo, and even at the stake.

Andi thcon, tuse supplenielit ta, ounr psaiter %whlicli
is fouind in the collection of parapîhrarses, thnugh
free fin the meitrical tlefects referreti to, je toc,
scnnty, cspecially in songs whii touch on the
experience ofiChristian lile, andi are directly cu-
charistical to thne God of' salvation 0ur chîurchà
sens te bc more rigiti titan unost allier P'rotestant
chrurches, in exrnctilig that the songe of thne aweet
z;inger of Lirael sitoulti be rendereti into verte as
'rnearly aï possible literai. Yet, for titis reasoni
no it fit thrat iv'e shoniti br furrnislrnd %vith ain addii-
tinnal collection of sacreti songe adaptedt thre
Ne'v Testamtent age. If it bie a commendation af
Our version oi the psalmsn, according te thne celebta
lt] Dr. Oven arndt otrers of his contemporaries,
that wva have iiDavidi in Davidl,"I tlion surely we
oinglat, ao, ns fur as practicable, to have Et Paul
lin Paul." Tite gloriaus viewB of the kingclom of
Guti thichî have beeui conmnunicated ta thne church
tlrrough Moni andi Joint, andi the othrr Aposties, have
ut leanst as direct a connection witit the praises of
thne NevTestament chireh, netre prophectic visions
ot'David andi Isainit. Wuo would desire, tîrerefore,
ta, sc an addition madIe ta the, collection of' sacreti
sangs used in Our churches, andi thrat for prurnating
a fur higher objeet titan sacreti music-even a de-
votional spirit. Melody is of reui irnportaneeanly
as it is the expression of titis spirit, andi as it tende
ta fuster it.

Tite obtaining af a better metrica! version of
the psnlnîs than that which we posses, is flot to
be despaireti of; tltoungh we believe thst even
higlier poetical gifts than those af Watts, and&
devotional spirit nlot inferior ta his, muet bie faund
in him wlro would nccomplisli strch a work. In
Urne mean tinte, we think titat the Synati shaulti
seriotisiy set about the making af an additiona!
compilation of eacrcd songs. The General Asaem.
blyoi the churchat home, lias, wefear, indefinntely
postponed titnis muet netiul undertaking.

It would appear that aur prescrit inetrical ver-
sion ien it firet came out oi the hanîde of Rouai,
had a grenter varnety in iRe metres than it naw
lias, ns amendeti by cammittees ai the Generai As-
sembly.0 It may bie safely questianeti whether
thne alterations in this respect %which it underivcnt
were in renlity amen ents. The variety in sub-
ject and style of expression for which tisse sacred

ai IlOr. Owen'8 recommatidatory prace. qunted in a parne
:nl ,ijs i azte lor Nibveti.er andi kereiziier ttt, entited

temartc kan i'salmotty." &c , p Mi5. The lilnstricai sketch
if tIre tntrical verion su' tue psahti- ontineil ir, ta papur
.s vety Intwestitlmr- but w, auit:s-ribe to ltu c uiôoy on the
;)oetica1 beautica or'thut version wt;t vcry considczabic quali-
fications.

t Sce the article alreudny rcferred ta, p. OU3 vol Il
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