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Burning Up Two
Millions a Month

ire Waste in Canada Mounting
liqhu and Higher Measures
Adopted by Other C i
to ‘odnce it
In the first four months of this
esr  Cannda  burnt  up 865,258
orth of property o day. Eight
ul a quarter million dollars is o
retty big sum of money to send up
a smoke offering to the god of
 in four mouths’ time. Never
, that is the extent of the
flering we made
Here are the fire losses in Canada
onth by month as given by the
onetary Times

January
February
March
April

$1.002,650
1,610,153

otal, four months

E The worst feature about theso
ses is that they are increasing
By leaps and bounds. The figures
piven above arc nearly three million
llars greater than for the same
pur months of 191182 867 397 to
r exact,

psses ?—that is the important ques-
jon. The greatest reduetion in
hem  would be accomplished by
aving every city and town revise
building by-laws from the stand-
pint of fire protection. The next
op would be the appointment of
cials—not mere functionaries
rigidly enforce those by-laws
Manitoba Leads
We Canadians, in the fullness of
r prosperity, pay too little atten-
bn to this dead economic los
pm fire. It is time that we gave
thought. In the United States
ny of the States have fire mar-
s that look into the cause of
ry fire, prosecute incendiaries,
order the pulling down of
ildings that are a fire men
also keep a list of people who
ve had fires and few insurance
mpanies there are who will insure
» property of a man who has had
s of a suspicious origin, In
nada, the only Provinee having
fire marshal is Manitoba. It is
prth while to remember that a
lly good fire marshal i« a
ndid investment for any pro-
ce,

v,

e
One cent per acre per year is
fficient fire insurance®for an

like the Rocky Mountains
rest Reserve,

: |
How are we going to reduce these

. of these machines are provided with a sprinkling apy
! the dust before sweeping.

Motor-driven Street Sweepers in Paris

Dusty, dirty streets are a reproach to any eity, At the ssme time
it is undoubtedly s faet that there are few things that contribute more
to the good reputation and general well-being of a city than clean streets
Street dust is an excellent medium for the transmittal of disense germs,
especially of tubereulosis and other pulmonary complaints, These ad-
here readily to street dust and are quickly seattered by winds, or by coming
in contact with the clothing of pedestrians, Consequently, in every well
regulated city, efforts are made to lessen the dust nuisanee »

The character of the pavement is a very important factor in cleanliness,
Smooth pavements such as asphalt or brick are easiest to clean, but they
also lend themselves most readily to the seattering of dust by wind, Wood
blocks are commonly used for pavements in Europe, but rarely here

One of the big troubles in Canadian cities is keeping the unpaved side
streets clean. Such strects are frequently not even kept in good repair
and in dry weather clouds of dust from them drift into the main street

But even with good pavements a certain amount of street dust is
ingvitable and means must be adopted for its removal, This is usually
accomplished by sweeping and by sprinkling or flushing. In most cities
the sweeping is done by hand. Numerous experiments have, however,
been made to ascertain the value of machine sweepers. The latter have
proven to be of excellent service on smooth pavements, when used at
night or at other times when traffic does not interfere. Generally the best
ratus so as to moisten
The flushing machines are apt to be destruetive
to pavements, and have the additional disadvantage of forcing silt into
sewers, thus making necessary a frequent flushing of the latter

The accompanying cuts illustrate types of streot cleaning machinery
that are being experimented with in Paris, These are driven by gasolene
motors. They wiil be put through exhaustive tests during the coming
summer, to determine their fitness for street cleaning. The photos have
been kindly loaned by the Commercial Motor of London, England,

To Prevent Fore
Fires Set by
Railways

Coal burning locomotives in for
est regions and the attendant costly
lorest fires; or oil burning locomo
tives and fewer fires;—which ?

\s announced in Conservation
for March, the Commission of Con
servation  has  been co-operating
with the Board of Railway Com-
missioners in- formulating regula-

tions for the prevention of the
starting of forest fires by locomo-
tives,

\ mecting of the Railway Com-
mission to discuss suggested regula-
tions was held in Ottawa on the
13th of May. Representatives of
the railways, the Dominion Forestry
Branch, the Commission of Con-
servation and the vernment of
British Columbia were prosent. At
this meeting the regulations drafted
by the Commission of Conservation
were  discussed. These may
summarized briefly as follows

All previous orders of the Railway
Board with respect to fires along
lines of railway to be reseinded.

All coal burning locomotives to
be fitted with specified netting spark
arresters

Locomotive ashpans to be special-
ly construeted with & view to pre-
venting the escape of live coals,

Ruilway companies to be
quired to provide locomot;
spectors at terminal and divisional
points, These inspectors to ex-
amine weekly, the nettings and
fire boxes of each of the locomotives
running into such divisional points,
The records kept by these inspec-
tors to be available for the chief
fire inspectors of the Railways and
of the Commission,

The Railway Board to employ a
Chief Fire Inspector for the Do-
minion who will be given w
powers in the matter of keeping
railway rights-of-way free from
inflammable materials and of re-
quiring the construction of proper
fire guards, He shall also prepare
each year, & detailed statement for
the railway companies setting forth
the measures that they will be re-
quired to take to prevent fires,
Sueh information must include de-
tails of

be

(@) the number of men to be
employed as fire patrols, their
location and  duties;

(Continued on page 2)




