THE COMMERCIAT,.

The Commercial

WINNIPEG, OCTOBER 8, 1891.

RUTTER AND OHEESE.

The presont season has proved a satisfactory
one for the dairy intorests in Manitoba. The
season has beon o long ono, and inspite of dry
weather the pasture has been fairly good.
There has been some increase in the number
of factories in operation this year, probably
abont half o dozen new butter or cheeso
factorics hoving been establi-hed. This with
the favorabloscason makes quite an increasein
the product.

The sparse eottlement of the country is the
principal obstacle in the way of a more rapid
expansion of the dairy interests, but this will
bo evercomo in time.  If settlement i3 sparse,
there is more yoom for individual farmors to
keop 1 larger numbor of cows, and with the
disposition shown by farmers during the last
year to go more into stock, there will doubt-
1ess be a considerable increase in dairying in
the near future. The efforts put forth this
season to educate the scitlers in proper
methods of dairying, will no doubt have its
effects in increacing the importance of the
dairy interests,

The creamery butter made in Manitoba
nearly all finds a market in British Columbia,
A portion of the output is used at home, but
the bulk is shipped to the Pacific province.
ven then the demand is not fully met, for
in addition to the supply roceived from Mani-
toba, British Colunibia merchant bring but-
ter from Eastern Canada, and a quantity is
also imported from the states to the south,
Australia also sends its quota to our Pacific
coast cities. It will thus bo seen that there is
room for o further expansion of the industry
to supply the western coua‘ry, though a re-
moval of the duty on butter would put Mani-
toba at a disadvantage in the coast markets,
owing to the higher freight rates which goods
sent from here woull be subject to, in com-
parison with the cheap water rates from the
Pacific coast states to British Columbia.

In dairy butter Manitoba produces a con-
siderablo surplus, and this year the make
promises to be fairly large. The better quali-
ties of dairy butter are consumed at home, or
shipped both east and west out of t..e province.
Winnipeg is the principal consuming mar-
ket for Manitoba dairy. Eastward, the north
shore and northwestern towns of Ontarin,
such as Rat Portage, Keewatin, otc., take
quite & quantity of Manitoba butter. West-
ward there are some towns in the territories,
such as the mining town of Lethbridge, for
instance, which teke corsidgrable Manitoba
butter. British Columbiaalso takes a good
deal.  This demand is nearly all for the bet-
ter qualities, suitable for table use. There is
a considerable quantity of medium and off-
flavor goods, however, which has to be dis-
posed of somewhere, and this has to be sent to
the larger cities of Eastarn Canada, as it can-
not be disposed of in the: west.

A good deal

of this off-flavor butter iz due to its being
held too long by counti'y merchants who buy
it from tho farmers. Few'of the country
merchants have proper facilitics for holding
butter any length of time, and it does not
tako a vory long time for even good batter to
loso its flavor and become degraded to a
medium or off-flavor quality,  If country
merchants would follow the practico of ship-
ping {requently instead of acenmulating largo
stocks, tho trade would soon become moro
satisfacto.y,

In chaeso the product of Manitoba factories
is all used st home or shipped to the torri-
tories and British Columbia points. Unlike
Manitoba creamery buttoer, our cheese does
not enjoy a vory good reputation. A con-
siderable portion of the make is of seccondary
or meditm quality. This is no fault of the
climato or country, but is due to unskilled
makers and indifferant facilities. Thero are
a fow factories which turn out a good article,
which proves that all could o so if the snne
care and skill were used. Manitoba will have
to advanco considerably, however, beforo our
cheese comes up to the Ontario slandard.
The iudifferent quality of much of our cheese
hero tends to keep down the price, and this is
why the price here for most cheese marketed
rules about one cent per pound lower than in
Ontario. Though wo are 1,200 miles or so
nearer British Columbisz than Ontario cheese
centres, the freight rate from Fastern Canada
to the Pacific coast is nractically the xame as
from Winnipeg. We therefore huve no ad-
vantage over Eastern Canada in the matier of
freight rates, in shipping dairy goods to the
coast, British Columbia buyers can there-
fore go to Ontario for their cheese, and know-
ing the quality of the average Manitoba
commodity, they will not buy here unless
they can secure the goods at much lower prices
than are current in Ontario, R

Both cheese and butter goes through from
Ontario to the Pacific coast. It would ma-
terially help the Manitoba dairy interests if &
rate could be secured to the coast to corres-
pond with the rate from Ontario in proposiion
to distance.  British- Columbia is a more
natural market for Manitoba, but as it is, our
producers here have no advantage in that
market over Ontario shippery, in the matter
of freights.  The eastern producers have a
cheap outlet 1o Great Britain for their dairy
products. which Manitoba is not in a position
to competo for, and it hardly seems fair that
they should be placed on equal terms with
Manitcba in the coast markets,

EXPORT VALUE OF WHEAT.

Last week The Commercial editorially re-
ferred to the proposal of the Manitoba Patrons
f Industry to ship 1,000,000 bushels of wheat
to Great Britain. One object to be gained by
such shipments, according to the projectors,
would be to determine the cost of exporting.
It would show what margin the shippers are
making, and indicate ‘whether or not they are
payingthe farrers a fair price in proportion
to export value. It is not necessary, however,

"to actually export grain to arrive at a close

estimate of the cost of exporting,

It was a froquent ery in the <tates to the
south, as it has beon in Manitobs, that the
shippers wore making big profits, wnd not pay-
itig the producers fair pricea in propo: tion to
oxport values. In Minnesota they have a
Railrond_and__Warghouse _Corr mission—an
official body appointed principally in the in-
tovests of farmers, This commission has been
issuing statements from time to time, show-
ing the relative price of wheat in Dututh and
Liverpool.  Theso statoments show that there
is searcoly any ditference botween Duluth and
Liverpool or London in the relstive value of
wheat. The margin iz usnally less than on
cent. Tho following is the last statement
issued by the Minnesota commission :

The foltowing seatement shaws the price of No. 1 hard
wheat at Duluthon Sept. 10, 1834, compared with the actuat
sale of 8,00 bushels of Duluth 1o. 1 hard at Liverpool,
madle that day for London delivery, cost including freight
and fnxurance.

Sept. 10 —
Price per bushel No. 1 hard in Duluth. ..., ..... .:738
D luth clevator charges, weighing inspection .. 0085
Lake teeight and Insuraice, Duluth to Buffalo .+ 400

Buffalo elesator charges, commission, etc.. ..o
Canal freight and insurance Buffalo te New

York....couveen aunnn . cerecesees ... 0300
New York elesator charges, viz., weighing,

demureage, transfetring, towing, trimm.

Iy BT eiee Leeeiiiii | ceeaieaeiaens 0150
Ocown tieight and insurance, New York to

ONA N col it iionians tas aan
1088 in weight, Duluth to London ..
Cost, deliveredin London c.if. .........oo. couul o
Sept. W~
1,000 «Y:). (8,000 bushels) sold in Liverpool for
1

don delivery, * c.i. 1" (cost fncluding
treight and insurance) at 23s 73¢ per qr. of

480 Ibs. (or 70ic per hushel) cue.vve vrae.n.. 5075
Piofit on the transaction (a trifle over 1}c per -
DUshel) Lot e e e e 0127

This statement shows a margin of about 1§
cents per bushel between Duluth and Liver-
pool prices. The statement issued previous to
the one given above, showed & loss of 2¢, and
another statement issued a little earlier,
showed a gain in the transaction of f¢. These
statements have rather taken the wind out of
the saile .f those agitators, of whom there are
always a number, who try to make themselves
solid with the farmers by ropresenting that
they are being robbed by business men whom
they may have dealings with. There was no
denying the accuracy of the statements pub-
lished by the commission, and so the agitation
had to cease.

It 13 of course as easy to determinethe mar-
gin between Fort Willian (our Lake Superior
port) and Liverpool or London as it is to show
the difference in values betwoen Daluth and
the British markets named. Exports from
Fort William take the same route via
Buffalo and New York and are subject
to about the samo charges as <hip-
ments from Duluth  As quotations at
Fort William, (given each week in The
Commercial) are based closcly on values at
Daluth, it may be accepted that there has not
been a very wide margin to work upon of late,
Daluth or Fort William quotations do not
show the prices paid to farmers, but it is only
necessary to add freight to Fort William and
elevating charges and cost of buying to the
price paid farmers, to get the margin between
prices paid to producers and Fort William
quotations.

An interesting feature of the statement
given above by the Minnesota Warehouse
Commission, is the low cost of freight between



