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A vEnyý absurd ticcision lias reccntly been
given by an Ottawa police miagiairate, andi one
wlîiclî shows thai our laws require sonle re-
niodclizîg. A merchant of that city, desiriîîg
ta malte liii shop,%windo-%si attractive, placeti a
meclanical tay in the vindoiw. It appeare,
hoîvever, thai tis proveti toc, greai an attrac
tien ta auiti thec police officiaIs. Crowils gatiiereti
ta look ai the toy, anti the merchani ivas suîîî-
nioneti for causing thec obstruction of the side-
ivalk. Tho magistrato managei ta trot ont
souto antiquatd and iimoss.covercti aci, initer
which theo merchant was duly canvicteti andi
fieti. Such decisions as these, vvhich are Pvery
once anti a whilé coming otit, ivoulti alinosi lecAt
cite ta beliae ibat it would bc a great benefit
ta pass an act repcaling cvcry lavv on the sta-
tute books, andi thon commnîcce over again andi
mako cniircly new laws, containiîg consider-
ahly more commov scuse anti eonsiderably leua
law. This rnight nlot suit thje iawyers, but it
wouli 13 a relief ta a long-suffcring peopie.

JubT beforo the conclusion of thse convention
of thc Milîcra National Association of the
United States, belti recenitly ai Buffalo, N. Y.,
.the following resolution wvac offeril :-' Rt-
solveti, That it is tbe sense of ibis conve-ntion
tliat the present duty on whîcai shotîlt bc rc-
nooveti, andti hat a copy of tlîis resalution bo
transinitteti ta the chairînan of tbe cammitc
on tariff revision af tie Ilouso of Reprcesnta.
tives." The resolution iras adopteui after a bricf
tiebate. This action of tlîc Unitedi States
milices ha inmportanti ta Western Canada, andi
shaulti their resolution micci with favor in afli-
ci circles, tho resulp ivill bc viewed witlî faror
ini ibis part of Canada No doîîbt the reolu-
tien was prompteti by the Minnecapolis anti atlcr
milices in the states te tIhe south af Manitoba.
Theso millers arc afixiaus ta geL a share of
Manitaba's bard wheat. anti iitîs tIis abject in
vicw have taken the fiesi, nccssary stcp ta ihat
ceti in rcqucsting the removal af tho duty upan
wheat cntcring ihoir couintry. Thno immcdiato
effeci af theo rernoval by thec Uniteti States, of
the duiy upon whcat, woulti be ta rentier -thîe
great whcat markects of blMinuapalis anti Puluils

availablo to the whcai sellers af ibis couîîtry.
With the railway cuînpctition ta the south noir
bciog establi8licti, MYanitabaw icat; wouid niove
forward freciy te the canvenient anîd evcr-ready
markets isameti. i mîglît also, ho expecteti
tiai Minneapolis mîilles would advance tlicir
operations int Manitoba, by cstablitching cie-
vatoa la the province. Wvestern grain piro-
ducees and dealers would not then bo ai the
incrcy of any possible combieation of castern
âealce. The compethioi whici ivoulti be
brought abau in ti iis vvay, iniglît also ho ex-
pecteti to exeri a favorable influence in thie
slircctioîî of retiuciîîg freight rates. Uiîder the
presentdluty regîilaiione, the Mfinneapolisinarkot
cannot be made avoilable for Manitoba wlicat.
As for Duluthî, Manitoba whcat shippet t lat
market, woîîld have to go forward in bond, and
ivouli nlot hc available for sale or consomption
in the Unitedi States. 0f course, ahould the
Unitedi States remiovo the duiy front wheai,
Canada uvoulti likcly follow suit, andi Eastern
Cassadian inillers wousit thcrcby bc enableti ta
go ta Duluth anti buy Minînesota anti Dakota
wlîeat, inctead cf coming te Manitoba for suîp-
plies. But the partial loss of the F.astern trade
woulti be more than madle up by frce access ta
Minneapolis and Duluîth, ta say notlsing cf the
retinction oifIrcigît, rates whicîî woviid certain%,,
foliow. The usefulness cf Irce railway com-
munication betwccn Manitoba anti the states ta
thse south, wbiclî is now being establisheti, ivili
bc greaiiy incaseti by tic rcmorai of the
Unîitd States duiy oponi wheat The advaîî-
tages, isovover, will flot bu conflncd ta Mani
taba. Mîinnesota milcers would bc enabîcti w
obtain supplies af Manitaba harti wlicat, ta
their great advantage ; Duluths ivonit tîcrive
benefit from the increascd flow of grain in that
dirction ; andti he Uniteti States raiiwvays
woulti finti a vtry satisfactory inece in their
traf lic.

Tiac Quebcc Attorncy.Gecral bas decideti ta
prosecute a journal in ibat province for publish.
ing an ativortiseineni of the great Lauisiiana
humnhvg lottery. Under thc Qîicbcc Act, a flue
of ,50 nîay hc impoacti upon papen- puhliahing
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advertisceiets of baars or lotcrics.hclti ont-
side thu province. If the Quebec act would
just go a llttie (tirilier, andi apply the saine1
regulations ta lotterice and aimilar gambliîg
schemnes hli %vithin the province, it would rid
the provinco of a moral blight which bas rexi-
dereti it conspicutoua among the provinces of
Canada. The Quebc la-w rccognizez thie lii-
quiy of forcign lotterica but makes exception
in favor of homo ganîbllng Schîcmcî'q, thouglh tho
latter arc really the moro tiangernus, as they
corne more dircctly in coîitaci, -Witîl the people.
Manitoba papers ivere a short timiq ago giving
space to sanie chu-trtlhI lot.tery schene which liati
ils licadquarters ini Qucebcc province. It ivoulti
bo a good move, for Mlanitah-Ia ta provido an act
situilar ta the onu, in force ln Quebec, but with.
out tic exceptions in favor of local gambling
en terprises.

A sciîE3np is on han i n Minnesott, ciicd
tho Scandinavian Elovator Co., starteti for the
allegeti purpose of bhipping biaril wh~eat I roin
Minnesota andi Dakota to Britisb markets. Two
rcprentatives of the proposcd. campany ara
now in England, wlicre thcy are endIcavoring ta
iuduce British nullers ta take stock in thecir
enterprise. Tie stockr is piaceti at $4,0O,000,
andi British inillers -are asicet ta suibseribo one0
half of titis amoumît. Ouîr advico to British
milicert is ta scrutini7e tis aclienie carofully, or
thcy nîay finti ta their sorrow later on that thoy
have iîîvcstet inl an unprofitablo enterprise.
British milices ara anxious ta obtain supplies of
Amnerican baril vhezit, andi ccrtaiîîly thero is a
gooti deal of truth in the belief among thcrn,
iliat; as matters now go, they are unablo ta got
any large quatiiy of tis wbcat iD its original
purity. Stili there scems ta bo a gooti dcal of
miscoîîccptiou asnong Brîitish millers us to thc
reasoxi for ibis. Iiiisli millers accrn ta imagine
that Minneapolis milices, so ta speak, carry î:îe
hard whcat blcl of this continent in their
brecclîca iockots, aîîd tisai aftor drawing ta
thcmselvc-s vvhat %vlicat tl.uy rcquirc, thoy allow
the refuse ta-go oui for experi, B3ritish milicers
also labar under the hallucination that tliese
MJinneapalis mon'opolisto can get tbis hard
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