IHE COMMERCIAL. .

717

sicuation is too complicated to admit of any
definite cstimate as to its inception or scope.
A further decline would not be surprising, iut
wheat is too chieap to connt on this 23 a pro-
bubility.

Crop conditions in the spring wheat states
have never been better than now at this sea-
son. The plant has grown ateadily, but the
cool weather has prevented that rapid growth
which results in too much straw, and a fairly
good season will juarantee the largest and best
crop of spring wheat ever vaised.

Receipts have been quite large, and ship-
ments ahove those of any week for some time.

‘The highest aud lewest wheat pricesby grade
on ’change during the week ending to-day, clos-
ing prices, and the prices one year ago were :

May 20.

\Wheat. Highest. Lowest. Closing 1883.
No. 1 bard.. 77 75 79 923
No 1 north'n 74 72 72 §9
w 2 .7 69 69 S6

Fucures have been quite active, the decline
being about the same as in cash wheat, Jane 1
hard closing at 76 and July at 773c. Coarse
grains have been in fair demand and firm, vorn
closing at 33 to 35sc, oats at $2 to 33¢ wnd rye
at 49 to Sle, =1l by sample.

MisLsturr—Has been weak and lower, bulk
bran closing at §6.25 to £6.75, aud shorts at
$6 50 to §7 per tor.

Frour.—While buyers lave apparently de-
cided that flour is cheap, and are taking it more
freely than for some time, the success they have
met with in fighting for concessians has been o
good that they continue the same policy, though
with less vigor.  Millers are not niecting them
more than lalf way, however, and some com-
plain that the demand is uasteady and not en.
couraging. The demand for Bakers' is a trifle
lighter, while that for other grades shows some
improvement, and this is a relief to the general
mavket. Expovt inquiry is better, though at 2
to 3d. below the views of millers. Domestic
demand is fairly active.

Quotations for car or round lots at the mills
arc as follows: Patentsy, $4.35 to $4.60;
straigats, $4.10 to £4.30; first bakers’, §3.35 to
$3.60; second bakers’ §2.90 to83.10; best low
grades, $2.00 to $2.20, in bags ; red dog, §1.50 to
$1.60, in bags.

These quotations arc on flour in barrels, except as
stated. The rule isto discount 30c per bl for 250 and
140 Ib jute bagzs, 20c for 981h cotton sacks, 15¢ for $19Ib
cotton sacks,10c for 2541b cotton sacks, and 20c for $91L
paper sacks,

Nearly “ie full active milling capacity of
Miureapolis is now iun operatioa. the only mills
idle Leing four, none of which have run very
regularly for some time.  The output last weck
showed a alight increase, and it will undoubt-
cdly ba still more augmented tais week., The
total produst of the mills for the week ending
Saturday was 120,700 bbls. —2veraging 20,112
bbls. — against 116,000 buls. the preceding
week, ank 132,920 bbls. for the correspondiug
time in 1885. Qao more mill with a working
capacity of 1,760 bhls. was started up Mon-
day, making a total number of 19 wills in
operation to-day, with a maximum capacity of
oves 29,000 bbls. The duily production is
well toward 23,000 bbls, The warmer weather
causea the wheat to grind *“tough,” and *he

milling capacity of a given amount of machin-
ery is much below what it was last fall, which
accounts for the differeuce between the maxi
mum and working capacity. Most of the mills
bhave a considerable number of orders ahead,
and are making all the flour they can comfort-
abiy. ‘I'here iy some ingaisy tor loureported,
though ut shghtly lower prices, and more or
less orders are being accepied.  Sowe willes
ook apon the milling sitnation more favorably
than for some time, and aot a few express their
behief of being able to run their mills steadily
for some time,

The following werc the receipts at aud ship-
wents from Minneapolis for the weeks ending
on the dates given :

RECEIPTS,

May 18.  May 1l. May4.
Wheat, bus 421,300 443,300 510,400
Flour, bbls TR 579 PAS)
Millstuff, tous . 82 104 12

SHIFMENTS.
May 18. May 1. Mayd.
Wheat, hus 149,55 99,203 105,600
Flour, bbls 103,750 93,500 105,129
Miilstuff,tons . . 4,014 3,608 3,207

The wheat in clevators i Minneapolis, as
well as the stock at St. Faul and Duluth, is
shown in the appended table:

MINNEAPOLLS,

May 17.  May 10.
No. | hard, bus.. 1,797,795 1,747,902
No. ! norther, bus 1,268,476 1,265,504
No. 2 nosthern, bus 335,695 528,770
No. 3, 5,340 6,505
Rejected 33,095 33,855
Specia) bins 795,431 933,238

* 4,455,832 4,516,074

These tiznres do not includna considerable quantity

of wheat 1, 2 vate clevators Znd sheds and annexesto
regular clevators, nor that in mifl bivs,

ST PAUL.
Inclevutors—  May 19, May 12, May 5.
bush 953,000 960,000 952,000
DULUTH.

May 17.  May 10. May 3.
.. 6,491,390 7,114,308 7,440,455

194,521 124,501

In store, bus.
Afloat, bus. ..

Total, bus.. 6,491,390 7,235,529 7,565,006
—Northiwest Miller.
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Scotch Fife.

A G nadian paper, evidently at a loss to find
matter for its many columns, gruvely announces
that S:otch fifc wheat has become worthless
and calls for a ** thovoughly good spring wheat”
for the farmers of Ontario. This paper says
that “ the days of the old fife, with its fine
quality, heavy yield, aud remarkabi. ability to
resist the parasitic enciices of the grain crops,
are looked bhack to with vegret. That wheat,
at first, scemed to have lost none of its charuc.
teristics by transference to Ganada; bat like
other varicties away from certaiu conditions of
climate und soil, it deteriorated, and in many
localitics fife is not now cultivated.” The lat-
ter statement is undoubtedly true, bud the
cause is to be found iun the fact that farmers
have abandoned fife because, after long crop-
ping, the soil became exhausted and they tried
new aad soft aricties in the hopeof getting

larger yivlds. It has been demonstrated that
wo wheat grown on this carth is so freo from
discase of every soit as Scotch fife, thar with
careful selection of seed, proper care of the soil
and wise rotation in cropping, it will yicld well
for an indefinite period. This being true, we
deny that Scotch fife has deteriorated and
affirm that it is the best aud most relizble vari-
ety of spring wheat known on this continent.
Farmers or newspzpers taking an opposite view
merely expose igunorance which should Le con-
cealed,— Northiwcestern Miller,
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Prices Then and Now.

There are still persons who cherish the delu-
sion that the prices of farin products have
cither declined or not much improved, while
wanufactured acticles have increased in coat.
This delusion cawe partly*siron the almost uni-
versal belief that the golden age was during
our grandfather’s time, and partly from the
falsc statements in the doctrinaire p-ints. If
we go back seventy years, and compare prices
then with prices now, the delusion disappeais.
The prices of what the farmer had to sell then
and what he has to sell now, as well as the
price of farm labor, will be found in the sub-
joined table:

1816. 1886.
Wheat, per buskel. .. . §0.44 £0.99
Qats, per bushel...... R £ 41
Corn, per bushel...... ..., .20 .46
Barley, per bushel .25 .80
Butter, per pound. J2 .32
Cheese, per pound . ... ... .16 .10
Egys, per dozen . N 1 1] 12
Cows, per head............. 15.00 50.00
Hazy, per ton... . 509 17.00
Straw,perton... .. .... 400 15.50
Sheep, per head............ .75 2.00
Farm labor, per month ..... 8.00 18.00

As this would be an imperfect showing with.
out a compariton of prices for some of the
atticles the farmer must buy, we 2ppend the
following trble :

1816. 18886.
Steei, perpound.. ... ..., $0.17 $0.12
Nails, perpovnd...... ..., J2 04
Broadcloth, per pard .. . .. 16.00 4.00
Wool blantets, per pair..... 15.00 7.00
Cotton cloth, per yard...... .30 12
Calico, peryard............ . 06

- .

Salt, per bashel.... $1.00to $4.00 15 to 25c.

Tt will be secu that the cost of farm labor has
increased rather more than 100 pec cent. But
the selling price of farm products has increased
all the way irom 100 o 400 per cend. At the
sa.nc time the cost of most of the ataples the
farmer must Lbuy has decreased fromn 20 %o 50
percent.  Were we to compare the dwollings
of tic farmers of to.doy with those of the
farmer of cven fifty years ago, it would be scen
that he is not only able % live better and more
comfortably but quite willing to doso. If we
cxamine his tool house, we shall ficd single im-
plements there worth the entire lot his grunid.
father owned and thonght sutficient. — Philade-
phia North American.

Montreal wholesale merchants are moving to
have a counrt established for the investigation
of customs cases, and to do awsy with special
agents.,



