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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The Admniralty is notbing il not economical., The latest order in this
direction, according to the World, is that men ony board warships are no
lunger to be allowed to use the strands of worn-oat cordage for doing up
their leaf tobacco, as hia been the custom from time immemorial.

With regard to tnc encouragement of a national sentiment in the young
people of Canada, referred to elsewhere, we have much pleasure in recom-
mecding the latest departurein Canadian journalismn, The Young Canadian
The first number has just made its appearance and promises to do much in
future numbers to foster foyality fa the breasts of its readers.  As is sct ont
in the prospectus, it aims to foster a national pride in Canadian progross,
history, manufactures, sciexce, at, literature and politics ; to draw the youth
of the various Provinces 10gether, and to impress themn with 2 sensc of the
sacred and responsible dutics which they owe to their native country. The
subscription price is two dollars a year, P. O. Box 1596, Montreal.

This Province might well endeavor to emulate Ontario in the matter of
loyalty to the Canadian Flag.  Wo strive, and not unsuccessfully, to lead
our sister provinces in many other reapecis.  Let us strive not to be behind
any in the matter of Canadianism. The educational authorities of Obtario
encourage all schools throughout the Province to hoist the Canadian Fiag
on all national anniversaries. On the 13th October last, the victory of
Queenston Heights was formsllyand enthusiastically celebrated in the public
schools of Toronto, and throughout the Province the pupils in the schools
w.re occepied writing essays on this battle.  Now the Toronto Empire has
dune a praiseworthy and patriotic thing in offering a large flag as a prize to
the school in each County of Oatario which shall produce the best essay
on * Raising the Flag.”” Following this suggestion a few carnest Canadians
in Toronto have compiled and published a httle collection of patriotic and
National Canadian poems and songs, under the same title, to be given to
the authors of the best cseay from cach school.  This is practical Canadian-
ism. It is much 1o be desired that all our public echools should hoist our
Flag on public occasions ; acd it would be well if copics of the collection of
verse above referred 1o could be distnbuted among our young people. Lt
us sce 10 it that our children are brought wp good citizens, loyal Canadians,
truc patriots. Let us have it taught in our schools that it is an ill bird that
fouls its own neat. In inculcating lrue patriolism we take the shortest way
to the teaching of all manliness and honor.

We have received very few answers to our inquiry last week about chess
and chieckers.  We wish to impress it upon our readers that if they care to
have these departments of Tik Criti continued they must let us know of
their desire by postal card at once, otherwise we shall conclude that the
interest taken in them is insufiicient to warrant us in giving valuable space
for this purpose. Let us know what you think of it without delay.

If Mr. Blaine's wisdom were equal to his energy he would be a very
great leader of men, e is fertilo in resources ; and now, perhaps a little
nettled at the meagre results of the great Pan-American Congreas from
which he professed to expect so much, he has callzd a meeting of de'egates
from Mexico and certain of the Contral and Southern American States to
discuss the project of a grand American trunk line of railway bstween the
Contincats of North and South America. The scheme is a large one, yet
it should find few but financial difficulties to overceme. ‘The odds would
be very heavily against the pecuniary success of the undertaking on account
of the advantageous competition of the parallel water.ways. Puassengers
and mails would doubtless go by the proposed line, but freigat would inevi-
tably continue to follow the water route, which is at least filty per cent
cheaper than by rail. The great American trunk lines run across the con-
tinent, a dircction in which they have no water-carriage to-compete against.
‘The South Awmerican people are hardly rich and numerous enough as yet to
furnish a passenger traffic suflicient to ensure the success of an enterprise
so gigantic. Perhaps, however, the American Government might consider
the strategic value of the road, and its prohable :ffect in extending United
States influence to the southward, as justification for the tremendous outlay
that would bo entailed. Uhimately, we can hardly doubt, the road might
be made to justify its existeuce pecuniarily ; but the day is sureiy far distant.
In 1hat day we will perhaps be visiting the Old Country by way of Bzhring
Strait and the trans-Siberia route, aad the Atlantic Ferry will be forsaken by
all who tremble at the thought of wmal de mer.

Itis not surprising that the British author, having suiiered so long and
so severely from the depredations of piratical Anterican publishers, shonld
look with jealous suspicion on the amended Cunadian Copyright Act, It
seems probable that, accordiag to a strict interpretation of the British North
America Act, which is ouar charter, the late smendments would have o
e declared wlire »ives ; but an editorial in the [erald inforas us thatthere
is a disposition on the pirt of the -Incorporatad Socicty of Authors, who
first raised the question in Englang, to ceme 10 an ““ amicable settlement on
a practical business basis which will conserve the fiuancial interests of all
concerncd.” If this be sa it indicales a change of heart, for the temper of
the society when it first took up the subject was anything but conciliaiory.
Jtwould scem that the report of Sir John Thompson, setting forth the peculiar
difficulties in which Canadian publishers were placed by the provisions of
the old Act, complicatsd by the lack of Internatinual Copyright in Awmerica,
has convinced the Society that there were two sides to the question. The
Act provides that if the Drish author fails to repablish in Canada within a
month of publication at home the AMinisier of Agriculture may * grant
licenses to persons domiciled in Canada to print and publish the work,
though not exclusively, upon their agreeing to pay, and giving sccurity for
payment, to the author cf 2 royally of ten par Ceat. on the retail price of
cach copy issucd,” this royalty 1o be collezied and paid over to tha anthor
by the officers of the Dominion Inland Revenue. It must be borne in
mind, however, that this plan, if sanctioned by the Impesial Government,
will be sanctioned on the ground of expsdicncy rather than of principle.
There is no doubt that the Canadian publisher has found hiwmseif in a try-
ing position ; but it is cqually cerisin that the means by which he proposcs
to cxtricate himself from that position are not strictly in sccord with the
laws of property. The Dritish author owss his work. e has a right to
dispose of 1t as he will, or to refrain from dispasing of it. Oar Act as
amended—and it must bo remembzred that the ameadments are eatirely in
the interests of the publishers—.does cortainly interfere with the propesty
right of the British author, and is therefore, theoreticaily, open ta severe
criticisma. It may be decided by all concerned that it legalizas a lesser evil
in order to prevent a greater onc.  If only in this way can the greater evil
be prevented then thete Is perhaps justification for the naw Ac, from the
poiat of vicw of the British author as well as of the Canadian publisher.
talf a loafis better than no bread, cven for the British author. We must
bear i mind, however, the real nature of the demaad which our publishers
arc making. They askthet if the furnishers of raw material, ¢ ¢, the authors,
do not sell them their wares within a certain time, the publishers may be
allowed to help themselves to these wares on certaw pre-arranged and in-
variable terms—thns doing away with an opzn market and free competion,
The publishers expect to get their raw marerial on very different tefms from

those on which other manufactuters get theira

.



