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leaves scarcely any available spaco for carvy-
ing out n perlectly satisfactory system of
watertight cellular compartments.  In such
vessels us the Inflexible, of enormous beam.
mmd capacity heyond the requirements lor
storce, &e., thero 8 cvery opportunity for
constructing wido wing passages aud sub
dividing tho interior of the ship ton very
considerablo extent. ‘lrue it ts that all out
ironclads aro built in water tight compart-
ments ; bnt many of thesn are very often of
very largo capacity relatively to the dise
placement of the ship.

It is in the dircction of internal sub divis
on rather than increased thickness of arm-
our that wo should look for warships devel-
opment. Mr. Barnaby, the Admiralty Dir-
cctor of Nuvnl Construction, said, more
than n year since, that in the two feet of
armour which coats the Inflexible's citadel
we have probably attained the maximun.
Wo nro decidedly of that opinion. Iy the
very necessities of tho case it is possiblo to
flont only a certain weight of armour on a
ship of manageable dimensions; and as
the battle letween gun and  armour
o proceeds, it is evident that=the gun
bins the mastery. \Whatever armour can
bo carried on the side of a ship of
reasonable dimensions, a gua can be car-
ried on n much smailer ship that will
penetrate it.  The 81 ton gun is already
looked upon ns a small affair. Not only 1s
the 100 ton gun designed, and as good as
made, but «we bear rumours of ono of 159
tons. We commenced the sixth decado of
this century with the 68 pounder smooth
bore; the seventhdecade isnot halfexpired,
and 38 ton rifled ordnanco nro treated az
mere pop guns. Who, then, shall say what
wo shall yet do in tho wayof guns? We
believe that neither the possible nor the
probable limit has yet been reached; for
when we ceaso to armour plate our silips.
tho guns will still be needed to bombard
land fortificatiors, We repeat, tho safety
of ships must bo provided for ia their inter-
nal construction, by such subdivision as wil}
ensure both stability 'nd buoyancy when
pierced.

Our thoughts are no sooner directed to-
svards tho ram than the torpedo at once sug
gests itsclf os an enemy similar in kind but
different in degree. The ono is above board
and to somo extent & fair opponent; the
other is below, hidden, and as deadly s it
is crafty. Much as torpedo warfare may be
opposed to British instincts, it must needs
be studied. While torpedocs are made by
other countries we must perpare ourslve,
for them, and further, we must thoroughly
arm ourselves with tho best form' of that
weapon, and with ships whozo special pur-
poso it shall be to discharge them.

Two conditions are neceesary .n order to
successfully resist the explosion of torpe-
does under a ship’s bottom. One is to con-
struct the bottom of the bast material, so as
to limit thedamnge as much as pessible ; and
tho other is t0 sub divide the ship to tho
fullest extent practicable. Wo believe that
overy efiort is being mado by tho Admiralty
to securo both ot these conditions in the
ships now being built. But their duty does
‘not end there, for whatevor recent discover-
ies and developments hive made known
should bo introduced into oxisting ships as
soon ns possible. IHad the inuer bottom of
the Vanguard boen constructed in the sxing
way as thuse of more recent ships, wo be.
lieve sho would now be afloat. We hopo
that no time will bo lost in putting the re.
mainder of our ironclad flect in a satisfac.
tory condition. Better to lose ono ship dur—
ing timo -of peace—however ignoble the
circumstances of that loss may bo —thay

l0so tho fleet itself Ly tho cnomy's rams,
I'hiat absoluto immunity from loss, or ecven
anything approaching to it, will ever bo at-
tyined, wo do not for n moment dream, but
wo do expect that the ships of the British
Navy will bo put into at least us gafe ncon
dition na (hose of any otho Power] the vest
cau then Yo confidently left to the courago
and skill of our officers and men.— Broad
Arrotw,
e e~ o

RIFLE COMPETITION.
FROM OUR BRITISIL COLUMBIA CORRESPOXDENT.

The Second Aunual Prize meetingof the
British Columbin Kifle Assoclation commen
ced on ‘Thursday Und September last, at the
Clover Point Range, Victoria,

The srrangements mnde by the Council of
the Association in the preparation of tho
Range and for the comfort of visitors wero
highly praised, aud it is to be hoped that
the fuluro prizo mectings will be equally
successful. It is to be observed, however,
that the cxistenco of British Columbis ns a
Military District is very recent, snd the in
struction of ita volunteers has hardly reach.
e the same stato of perfection us is notico-
able in tho older Provinces of the Dominion.

There ure two companics of Rifles located
at Victoris, ono company of Rifles and a do
tached Dattery of Gurrison Artillery at"New
Westminster, and one company of Rifles at
tHanaimo ; all armed with short Snider En-
field Ihfies.

Thoe oullying companies were very woll
and successfully represented at tho meeting.
The wmeeting was opened on the first duy at
twelve noon, tho llon. Mrs, Gray, firing the
first shot.

‘The following i3 thie ra:zult of the first days
shooting.

80, 1, oru¥iNg MaICH.

Upen Lo membersof the Association Rango
€00 yards, 5 rounds.

Pts.
Pte McLean No,1 Co............. 24 816
Mr Bramwell, B.C.RA.......... 24 10
Sergt Butler, No. 1 Co........... W0
Sergt Wilson, No. 2Co.... .. L
Sergt Brown, N. W. Rifles..... .. R

N0. 2 EFFECTIVE MILIFIA MATCH.

Open 1o all efficient members of Provinci
al militia, In two siages,

Fivst stage, Ranges 200 and 400 yards 5
rounds at each range. Tho ten highest
scores to competo in tho sncond stage.

Pts,
Lieut Wolfenden, No, 1 Co........ 33 810
Pto.Bickford, No, 1 Co...... .... .32 5
Pto A Jones, No.1Co .......... . 32 5
Pte Roso, No, 2Co..... cees eeaat 29 5
Pte Withhams, NoI Co............ «T 5

Second stage. Renges 500 and 00 yds ,
5 rounds at each range.

Pts,
Pto Rose, No. 2Co. NRA wedal and 28 $20
Sergt Brown N.W. Rifles......... 22 10
Lieut Wolfonden, No. 1 Co........ 16 5

“he sccond day’s shooting commenced
with

N0, 3. QOVERNOR GENERAL'S I'RIZES.

Upen to membersof active militis, Itanges
300, 500 and G600 yards, 5 rounds at cach
rango.

1s¢ Prize, Governor General'ssilver medal
and $20. 2od Prize. Governor General’s
bronze medal and $10

Pts,
Sergt Brown, N W Rifles........ 38

Sergt Jackson, N W Rifles.,.... 31

Lieut Peele, N W Rifles....s... 36 $T.50
Pto McLean No,1 Co.......... 85 5.00
Liout Wolfenden, No. 1Co ..... 35 4.00

NO. 4, LIRUT, UOVELRNOR'S OHALLENGE oLl

Upen to members ¢ {activo militia, Ranges
200, 400 and G600 yards. 5 rounds at onch
range.

1st Prize. Lieut. Governor's Challenge
Cup and $20,

Pts,
Sergt Butlor, No, ] Com...... .. . 41
Licut Wolfenden No. 1 Co........ 45 8§15
PtoMcLoan, No. 1 Co..... eieeene 43 0B
Pte Berkeley, No. 1Co .... ..... 2 05
Pte Cox, No, 2 Co....... ceaneae « 42 5
Pto Kennedy No. 1Co...... ... .. 41 5

Itis to be observed, iu conunection with
the abovo compotition that the Cup is now
tho property ot Sergt. Batler, tho conditions
of 18 presentation being that it should bo
come the property of tho mavkeman winn-
ing it twice in sucession.

NO. 5 ALL COMER'S MATCH.

Open to all comers, any Rifle, Range 30¢
yards, T rounds,

The prizes in thismateh eousisted of artic.
les donated twith money prizes added by
the association.

Pts.
Sargt Brown, N. W, Rifles........ . 22810
Sergt Jackson, N. W. Rifles .. ..... 21

5
Pte Kennelly, No. 1 Co....ccvcnu 5
N0, 1 CORPORATION STAKL3,

Open to members of active millia, Rango
500 yards, 7 roundas.

1st Prize. Silver medal of Corporation of
Victoria end §10,

21

Pts.
Pto Fletcher No. 2Co.ccvvnvven.. 22
Pte Kennedy, No. 1 Co.eunnnnn... 21 810
Pto James, No. 1 Co........... o 2 5
Sergt Brown, N, W, Rifles...... eee 205

GRAND AGQREGATE IRIZES,

Highess aggregate score in matchos No, I,
first stage No. 2, Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6, Gold
Badge of B. C. R. A., and $30; Sgat. Brown,
N. W. Rifles—163 points ; second highest in
above silver badge of B. C. R, A, and 815 ;
Lieut. Wolfenden, No. I Co—146 points.

Tho third day’s shooting commenced with

KO. T MAIDEN STARES,

Open {o members of associalion except
winners of Ist and 2ad prizes-in previous
competitions. Range 400 yards, 5 rounds,

The prizes in this matchconsisted of mitic
les donated.

Pts.
Lient Col Houghton, D.A.G.y. e veeeeno 17
Pto Nowbury, No. 2C0. . .covinnennsnn 17
PtoJames, Ko.1Co ceveivveacaiaiee 16
Lieut Peele, N. W. Rifles ....v.vacveee 16

Sergt Woollacott, No,2Co... - «u.. ., 1
N0, 8 NAVAL AND MILITARY MATCH

‘This, the mozt.interesting match of the
meeting,is competed for by asquad of eight
officers, noa.commissioned officers or men
of H. M. Navy, and eight officers, non com
missioned oflicers or men of the Active Mili
tia of the Province. Ranges 200 and 40Y
yards,5 rounds at each range. The competi-
tors on the part of the Navy-wero selected
from H.M.S. Myrmidonand Rocket stationed
at tho naval station.at Esquimalt.

‘Tho match resulted in o victory for tho

Militiz, the total of each squad being as fol

fows: '

'l‘ota“d
Laeng: desessocen oo .sanve '2'
B‘.'hhn. U -..:..- edeidesorennne 183

Navy.......

cveane



