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THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

some preparation was ovidantly made to
seards the appronshing orists of compulsory
gervice, for in his Army Act ho 8o far modi
Fied tho bajlot for tho ilitia as to abrogate,
wa hopo for ever, tho power of a balloted
men, whatever be his ranlk or woalth, to
purchiase or provide n siustituto to do the
diity to beor arms for his country which
every freeman should feel it an hionour to

erform. We.hive no doubt but this re-
striction of the Ballot Aot will vouoh to the
genoral publio its justico and propriety
when it is pat iuto (orco, Wo grant that
thero are positions in lite in which wilitary
gervice might bo a very great hardship
wnder cortain conditions. The Aot of Pur-
liament (o which wo rofer hns very prudente
ly provided for cages of this sort, without
permitting the subject to eseapa the privil-
ega of serving his country under arms. Tho
Volunteer sorvice hecomea the safely valve
against: hardship of this natuve, for the act
provides-that nny efficiont Volunteer, under
one year's engagement of service, is rohiov -
ed from the operation of the Militia hallot,
and shall render his servico in tho Volun.
teer ranks. It is thus that the Volunteer
service can hecome a source of cnorimous
strength to tho nation, and, at the sama
time, & mighty boon to these who can aftard
to givo their service for nothing. or whoso
gervico apart from their places of business
would be detrimental to the commercinl or
manufacturing interests of the nation  We
do not intend taking up our space with
minate details, but we think that out of the
Militia and Volunteer services it is possible
to supply n magnificent regnlar army of
trained men—an army which nsed not be
above 60,000 men in time of peaco, to vup-
oly unly our foreign reliefs—but with such
an amount of pay us would induce the best
blood and most adveniurous spirits among
the Militia and Volunteers to seck volun-
tary servica in the regular ranks. The
Sergeant Kites of Glasgow Cross would find
their occupation gone, whilo tho suving in
the training of recruits at regnlar depots
would go far towarda meetling. the increase
of the regular soldier’s pay. Every Militia
man we woald make serve one year con-
secutively;and ono month overy year during
his term of service, The Government might
do what they liked .almost with the Volun-
tacrs,who. will render any nnlount of service
snd etficienoy within reasonable demand,and
we do not doubt the possibility that so great
might be the influx to the Volunteer ranks
that the Nilitin derannds would be very
small indeed. Tn Canada the system =ro-
vides a force suflicientlv large to render the
Militin ballot unnecessary. Compulsory
sarvice we believe inevitable, but compr:-
sory service in the regular army—ec. tho
dreded counscription—woe beliove under
some such form.of Militia av® volunleer
servico, would be uunecess.ry. We have
listle faith in the meroincrense of pay ques-
tion, becauss e do not think the taxpayers
would sobmit to it and,further,because we
do not telicvait would in itself bagufficiont to
induce powerful and respectable young men
of intelligonqe to enter the ranks. Qut of
three or four hundred thousand Militiameu
on smali pry,end Volunteersonno pay atall,
wo believe thorae could be evoked sufficient
military enthusiasm ag to fill the rankscf
tha regular army, if the rogular sorvice
oponed up privileges to them in afterlifo,
‘tho question is a wide and broad one. It
will evidently form ono of the subjects of
interest and Jdiscussion in the coming ses
sion of Parliament; and as Europs now
stands with its ever amassing nrmaments, it
is one which must receivo anxious considra -
tion.—~ Volunteer Newsy Dec. 23.

Tho Condition of Tho Navy.

Spoech of Mr. Archior. of Muaryland, on the
Nnval Arpmprlnuon bill, In_the Houde of 1te-
presentatives, Uecomber 22, 1871

Mvr. Clhiairman, we siand todny in a most
humiliating position, considering 1ho high
ground wo have taken, f{irst in proclaiming
the Moarae doetrine, second in claiming ex
emption from the right of search, on which
matterwe went to war with England in 1812,
and assert that wo tre ready to do soagainst
Spain should she interfere with vessals bear
ing our flng. At this moment we are withe
out suitablo ships, without guus, nnd withe
out men to man the fow vessels we have
and only by secident havo we hieen saved
from a humiliating war, in which the peoplo
of the UnitedStates wauld have been preatly
disgappointed in the results  Everbody hag
been led to heliove thet wa bl one hund.
ved und sixly nina ships of war, when wo
hwo railly thisty 1wo sea worthy stermers
and oight ironclads. With these ouy ofiicors
are oxpectad to contend ainst anavy fit-
ted wath wll the modern tnprove neats, by
ing vight or ten heavy san ghing itoncluls,

fourteen or fifteen large anl sy
frigates, Uesidey four or five vary
heavy sov  pgoing iron  cinds raputly
advanciug  to completion.  And  fuere

avises n difficulty wo must 1lwys experenco
in cise of wudden emergeney.  No dva'stan
tho course of a great wur, when our con
merco was Laid up, we would ulumtely bo
nble to man a nomber of shiyg, wat with
such seamen a8 ave veauired for jnnnedinte
nction, but with aterial thet e uli be
worked into shapa in tha corurse of rhree or
tour mouths.

Au army, us bag Leen demtstrate l tiue
after time, can bo improvised almost im
meduitely from the rawest msteral. It is
morely teaching men to loul and fire a
muskot and drill, and mrpmuvre in com-
pnivs and rogiments. Thiscwm be faely
fearned in two weeks, although of course it
takes time to mko n perfoct soldier.  But
it reguives moths of constant dall to en:
ablo a ship of war to he prepired 10 hold
ber own in action agaiust the well dutied
aud well manouvied war vessels of the pre
sent duy.

Congress ullows tho Navy but eighty jive
hundred seamen, which 1wy soppose aro
all cmployed at ses, Buta largs portion are
necessanly stationed i receving stups,
storo ships, school ships, transports, navy-
yr.d lugs, otc, and but a small force
s Joft to man tho vessels oactuuly em-
ployed in active servico, Mwy of our
ships abroad are sixty men shoct, sud
few of them bave thewr proper compliment.
Can any one expect a frigate of four hund-
red men to coutend auccrasfully with ene
of five hundred? Common zenss wonld
convince any one of the absurdity of this,

In all thaese matters, as weseem (o hive
no originndity, we must adopt the wless of
foreiguers, at least those whose defeats have
taught them tho necessity of perfect sy=*om
in organizing their navies.

Wae have had some 1emarkable suce~ises
against great odds. In 1812, we obtuine:d
advantage over England with our handful
of frigatey, because she was then neglecting
the very matier that we are neglecting now,
not educating seamen expressly for the
Naval Service, and st was not until the navy
of Franie under tho late Emperor had reach-
ed a point of excellence it never beforo at-
tained, that the Euglish determined 10 vo-
organize their system and educsto theirown
scamen, Tho apprentico system way estab.

Hl
. .

lishol, nud now all tho ships of tho British
navy are wuned with nativo seimen, from
whow are mmde up the ordinary seamen,
seamon guaners, and petty officars. The
Eoglish have at present in commission
thirty four vessels dovoletd to the purpose
of naval training. including twelve ships of
tho Wno for training apprenticer, cight ton-
ders to the same. four large ships for gun
ners’ practice, and nina ships anil ono ten-
der for coast guard drill, and it is now pro -
posod to extend this system to the Nosth
Autticnu colouies, where BEnglaad hts a
resorvo of cighty thonannd soamen.

From thesa facts it will be seen howlittie
attention woliive paid to matters ofso much
importance, When we fit out « ship, men
ara piclked up haphazand ot different naval
rendegvous, at least 50 per cont. being for.
cigners with littlo oc no interest in the
esuntry ordevation to the 8ag,uud ready ut
tho first favorable opportnnity to desert. A
shitp oy 10 st in o burey.manned by such
A heteraogeneous mnb  without sufficient
tmo to propetly station her men or instraot
theur m theiv duties, wonld fall an easy
prey o st enemy’s vessel of much inferior
giza.  Tho fogate Oulorads was nol long
smcee talken from the row of vessols, lud up
o sheer hulic, and fitteen days afterward
she smled fully manned and arwed for Cu.
ban waters.  tler crow only went on bourd
four dayy bofora she sailed. anud no country
eauld roasonably expect a ship to fight
under such ctrcumstances and not disgrace
ber g,

The best offizers of the Navy could not
even work the wmen iato thelie places, much
less insttace them in the art of loading,aim
g, awd finnyg in the short space of time al-
luwed the crew. The crew of « vessel wonld
not know their plices and would bo a mere
tar;rot for o well drilled enemy’s shot

\We keep constintly at sea thirty fodr ves-
sels. or jJust about the nuwmber of tralning
slups slune in the Binish vavy, while sho
mantamy in commission on foreign and
fiome stattons two hundred vessels of all
classes. The thirty four United States sh py
areg scatiered Jil aver the globe, neverm:
than 8ix being alloted to one station. The »
six vessels are again scattered svthwtta
seldom if ever come fogelherinone squd
ron,

How are officers to perfect themselvo .
fleet suling and Dbattle fortnations u  cer
such circumstances ; and wbat chance woald
thoy have of contending with o well dritlod
forze of foreign ships, for now alimost all sea
fighving will bo Jdone in order of battle ?
Whit cunce would a regiment of soldiers
compozed f companines hastily brought 10-
pether with -ut previous trainmg stand in a
coutest with a well drilled force of equal
ntunbers 2 Awl yet it is much moro 1«
portant tht ships should be thoroughly
traived in fleet tac.ics before attempting to
givo batile to an caomy's squadron,

Fleots ate nowadays m nouvred in taftle
under stean as troobs are upon land, and a
single fulso move would throw a ¥Iflo Ime
into confusion and make the ships an casy
prey to an esomy. The British, French,
RKRussiang, und all other proplo of any naval
pretensious, except the Awericins, haveo
Lirge practico syuadrons constantly employ.
o1 in dpilling oflicers and men., The Briush
Cianopel fleot 15 compossed of twenty fivo
of their heaviest ivon clads, which are kept
80 constantly in motion that all mancuvres
are liko clockwork. In this wayathorough
knowledge of the art of war is gainad by ofti.
cers and men throughout the service, and
ships can Join any squadron and at once
takks their placo in line and perform the
duty required of them. Tho same may be




