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OPINIONS OF TUE PRESS ON THE GE-
NEVA ARDBITRATION.

Tuw Arasany Cratms Question.— Yankee
“smartness ' has again eutwitted British
diplomacy, and the result of such ** cute-
ness ' is the ereation ofa *question ' which
may require all the forbearance, tact and

self-denial of the nations to bring to anami- |
When the people of Ca-
nada congratulated themselves upon the -
settlement of the Alabama Claims Ly the

cable conclusion,

Joint High Commission, they litde thought
that the American Government had a men-
tal reservation which they were ready to
spring upon us at the proper juncture.  We
considered the whole matter dizposed of
except the mere assesment of the damages;
amd we have every reason to believe the
Americans did the same, acd that their out
regeous demand for indirect or consequen-
tial damages was an after thought ot theirs,
intended, no doubt, to secure better terms
than they had attiined by the treaty. We
were among those who consideved the con-
cessions made by Iingland on this very qgues.
tion too great, in consenting to a review of
her conduct during the American war Ly
any foreign power; it wag more than the
Americans hai a right to ask and more than
Eunglind should have granted, but so anx
ious was ller Majesty s Government (o re-
move all causes of nationsl irritation that
they went to the ** verge of national humili-
ation V' to meet the Americcn Ldf way,
And how has Biitain Leen repuid for all
these concessions ? 8y deceit und bad faith
to which no Government, representing a free
people, should submit.  The claiim for con-
sequential damages is notonly unreasonable
but an insult to Eogland ¢ unreasenable be
cause they can never be defined with suti-
cient certainty ; the whole cost o thie war
being buta portion of the indireet dumnges ;
an insult becruse the demnd s sprang
upoen us in an underhauded mner, at oo
critical moment throwing the wholc respon-
sibility upon us of brenking up the Geneva
Conference by vompelling us 1y withdraw
from the Avbtitration, and tainting our con
duct with a treaty-breaking stigma, Eng-
Tand must, at all hazards, repudiate Awmerd
can greed as set forth in his rapacious de-
mand.  She must withdraw from the Con-
ferenee, if her presence there, notwithstand-
ing her demurrer 10 the reception of the
claim for inferential damages, should Le con
sidered a waiver on her put,

What then 7 That war Letween the tno
conntries shiould be the result we consider
highly improballe.  England has 1o desiva
to reconguer her old colonies, and she never
govs ta war for a merve idea, and the United
States are not i a position to go (o war,
The South is a slumbering voleano, ready at
any moment to belch out rebellion. A con
siderable portion of the country 1s under
martial Law; vorthern b youets keep the
people from overt acts of treason agaiust the
Washington Government, Lesides this, the
Americans have no navy, and ina war with
Eglannd greenbacks would go down almost
to zero. 'I'he worse that can happen will be
areversion (o the position weoccupied before
the Treaty ot Wushington—a very unsatis
factory oue, it istrue, but indetinitely pre.
ferable to national dishonor.  That Englund
will remain firm but concilintory, we do not
doubt, and that Graut's Cabdinet will not
at present recede from their position we
think equally probable ; but wiser counsels
will prevail by and by, and the eftorts of
diplomacy, we hope, will succeed in remov-
ing every barrier to a thorough understand-
ing between the two nations for the future.
Wa in this country want peace, but no
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_peace at any price.’’ True, we had no-

“thing to do with fitting out of Alabamas ; the

Canadian  Government, at great expense,
olserved the strictest neutrality thav one
i friendly power could have observed towards
another, and our skirts are clean and our
“consciences clear on that point; but Eng-
land’'s quarrel is our quarrel, and we shall
¢tond Ly the ell tlig to the last.—Surnia
Canadi .

A GrrMaN CRITIQUE ON THE AMERICAN DE
aaxn.--The Cologne Guzelle, referring to the
claims put forth in the American case says :
“Think a littdle on the magnitude of the
csum comprised under the six heads enume-

rated.  Ttis at least as much, if not more
"than Frunce must pay to Germany for her
foiled aggression, but which she consented
to pay when her armies were everywhere
overthrown, her Emperor taken prisoner,
Cher capital eiptured, her strongest fortress
“es fullen, w great part of her territory in
hostile oceupation, her resources and her
prospects utterly destroyed - in short, when
there no longer remained to her a hope of a
change for the better,  Contrary to this, an
Peguad sucritice is demanded from Eugland
tonaceount of disputed gquestions, which ad-
imit of different interpretations, and espe-
icially before the adversavies have measuved
itheir strength. It appears inconceivable.
(The titth purt which demands an indemnity
i for the prolongation of the war, would alone
impose upon the Kuglish a contribution of
| £400,000,000, for the costof the war to the
Unkion amounted vearly to  £200.000,000;
famd that the struggle was prolonged two
lemlv, yoears by Fugland's fawlt alone is a
propusition which has lang enjoyed wide-
fgpread aredence in Ameriea. Compared
fwith this, what is the sum ot 14,000,000
cwhich is demanded as compensation for the
owners of the ships and cargoes destroyed
by the Mouthern eruisers, und which Eog-
Land in her innocence supposed wauld be
the prineipal item in the Amesicm bill sub-
tittedt to thie GenevaCouncilof Arbitration,
It must besupposed that America has ran
up her demands so bigh in order that the
award, even after great deductions may still
amount to a considerable sum. This may
pevhaps be smart, buat it certainly is not
dignified, ner politically judicious.  Respect-
able individuals and respectable States, as a
rule claim only what they are entitled to,
and the one merit hitherto of the Treaty of
Washington was that it was desigued to be
an example of fairness and moderation. But
the example will fare il it unjustifiable
claims are put forward, pot to mention if
the Ameicans should in the end be dissatis-
fied with their govermment should it obtain
ouly a fruction of what tt had originaily de-
mianded for the Union and for citizens who
hiad suftered injury. Respecting the inner
Jjustification of these claims, the Xoglish

|

*You moral people, why do younot apply
to us the measure of neutral duties which
you haye applied to yourselves and your
conduct during the Iranco German war 7
Pray, did you not a year ago sell ship loads

which Gambetta was enabled to prolong for
months resistance to the German armies ?

and the welfare of all nations is of higher in-

of w malicious pleasure, otherwise we could
not help f{eeling satisfiiction that the only
two countrics which, for the sake of a miser-
able gain, supplied our encmies with tho
means of stubbornly prolonging the contest
have fullen out with one anotheron wecount
of a similar piece of huckestering ™

have good grounds to ask the Americans. :

of a1 awd muuitions of war, by means of .

The preservation of the peace of the world |

terest to us Germans than the gratification !

[Marcn 4, 1872,

FRONTIER RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

The tenth annual meeting of this associa-
tion was held at Franklin centie on the
13th Feburary. The attendance of delegates
was good, nearly every company being re-
presented. Liecut,-Col. Fletcher, I'iesident,
occupied the chair. The report and finan-
cial statement was read and adopted, The
Treasurer's report shewed a landsome ba-
lance on hand. The f{ollowing gentlemen
were then elected the ofiice bearers {or the
ensuing year,

President : Lieut.-Col. Fletcher.

Vice Presidents - Lieut Cols. Rogers, Ried
and Macdonald : Majors MceNaughton, Lu
cas and Mclee, Captains Johnsenand Bred
ner.

Seeretary
Eachern.

Council : ‘The President, Vice Presidents.
Secretary-Treasurers, aud the Captains of
Comp nies,

The several Commitlees were next op-
pointed, after which it was unanimously re-
solved, that the next annual match be held
at Iavelock, the time to be determined up-
on by the President and Secretary so that

Treasurer : Lient. Colonel Me.

it shail not interfere with the anuu:l - np
drill. A list of matehes and prizes ais . o
adopted.

‘The case of the young man McCarroll
whose sight was injured at the list mateh,
was branght before the mecting, when the
sum of $2500 was voted as a gratmity (o
him.

From the iuterest shewn by the oflicers
and members of the association, as well as
by the people of the county of Huntingdou,
the next match promises to be avery suceess-
ful one. This association has done a gient
deal towards kecping up the e it de corps
and ofliciency of the Lorder volunteers m
the 2nd Brigade division, and its continued
prosperity reflects credit on its muanagers,
An ndditional feature of interest at Cienext
mateh, will be w mateh between the Border-
ers and the Rangers for w champion cup pre
sented by the Lieut.-Colonels Velonging 1o
the nssocintion,— The News

DEBT o CANADA,

The del:t of the Dominion as it stood

af

the 50th June, 1368, is pryable asfollows ;
Payable in 1872, ... .. .. . .. 5255,051 87
- I8To. ... . 882,668 43
: ISTd. .o 36,772 00
" I875.. e 1,531,438 55
. 1876, .. ... 3,997,203 3t
! 1877, .. ... . ... 1,631,833 85
i 1878, ... ... 569,533 33
6 1879, .. 2657,113 35
. 1S80. . ... ..., 1,613,413 33
. I8ST. ... .. 6,111,569 ou
: IS82. 0. . L 1,333,333 32
< 1884, 2,654,940 00
o 1884, . ... ... 1,357,965 00
! & 1S85... .. ... .. 1,529,206 66
i v 1886. . ... .. ... ... 53,003,962 54
i b 1887 oo oL BATLU93 34
| = 1888, . ... .. 474,266 67
: . 1889, . ... ... .. L703,333 83
K I891. ..o oo 0 930220 GO
, N 18092000000 T05,660 67
! ¢ 1803 . 600,000 00
- 1895. ... 40,000 o
s 1896. .. .......... 58,500 WU

The Right Hon, Edward Cardwell, S eie-
tary of State for War, has submitted to Lar-
litment the ministerial estimate for the sup
rport of the army, during the milituy year
from April, 1872, to Apiil, 1875, The tiguies
show a reduaction of £1,000 000 frawm the es
timate of the year from [ST[ to 872,



