THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Church 1s that the law of
in theolog

1s one of t{:
18 growing, and growing very rapidly,  There 1s no depart-
ment of human inquiry of which that +s not true. The Int-
ceatures of the past aie ransacked. lLanguages are stadied
on more thorough and criucal methods.  The primtive
forms of society, early civihzation, and uncivilization, man-
ners and the want of manners, customs that are barbarous
and customs that are vencrable, are all brought to the
surface and keenly studied, with a view to find out whether
human socicty (ollows any law of growth, and if so what the
lawis. The idea is abroad that language and society are
living things and that there 1s a reason why for ali their
changes. Of course the same is ttue—still more emphati-
cally true—of outward nature. Qur knowledge of natural
sctence 1s cxpanding every day. Chemistry, geology,
botany, the theories of heat, of clectricity, of magnctism,
arc passing constantly into new forms. Those of us who
have reached middle life have had to unlearn and ieatn
agaln a great deal of the physical science that we studied
our college days, Are you sorry for that? Isat not well
that mind should be kept in movement 2 And 1s 1t not one
of the sublimert prerogatives of the mind of man that it
makes every {ragment of new knowledge wn instrument of
further progress?

. e on, said God,
Unto the soul, as to the carth, forever,
. e on it goes,
Rejoicing, native of the infinite,

As is the bird of air, the sun of heaven.”

The ca‘pacu of indefinite progres~ is among the sweet
pledges of a Itfe beyond the grave, It is the sturring of rudi-
mentary wings in the embryo bird befo.c it has yet broken
the shell and emerged into its proper lile. I thank God
for the changes of human thought and the additicns .o hu-
man knowledge. Of course there is false progress as well
as true.  Foolish men think they are gett.ag fusward when
they are on' gyrating aboul in merc childish restlessness.
It is part of the Divine plan, that we grow into truth through
the expenence of error, and finally settle in the nght when
we have ielt the emptiness and misery of all for.as of the
wrong. But the cure for false progress is not stagnation, it
is true prugress.  Macaulay said that the cure fur the evils
of liberty 1s more liberty. In hke manner the cure for the
evils of thought is more thuught, and the cure for the mis-
takes of investigation is closer investigation,  Breth.:n, we
have not faith enough in the puwer of the Gospel to meet
every tral and to stand every test. I am sure it will * rise
superior to detraction and draw lustre from reproach.”
Christ is so good and pure, his love is so transcendent and
complete, the Gospel is so consonant with all our noblest
thoughts of God und all the deepest needs of men that
the wildest tempests may beat upon the temple of the faith
and it will remain unshaken. * The rain descended and the
floods came and they beat upon that house and it fell not
for it was founded ona rock.” O, blessed Rock of Ages, cleft
for sinful men, the thoughts of man iray come and go,
knowledge may grow clear or vanish away,—the peering
cyes of science may scrutinize Thee, the hand of simple fanth
may cling to Thee, the beating waves of oppusitivn may dash

against Thee, the weary, storm-tussed voyager may st an-4 out of place as Ldward Living, vt Canun Ljyddun ou the | spared.
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abidest furever.  We,
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“mgress be allowed to hold true | last and ulumate thought, and not the carhier siages, that | the prinaples mihe special excepti ms
as well asin other departments of thought. It reaches a noble and all-embracing simphiaty, and 1 fancy it | desive, e. 4., vn the pait of many goud tien Lo Tuing alwat 4
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There ate three ways in which, as it seems to me, we may
make progress n theolugy,  We shali not luse or change
any truth we have attained, of course—but we may aldd v
the clearness and fuilness of our views.  We may uu so, first,
by discnminating more clusely between the pruvinee ot theo
logy and the province of nawural stiencc; secumdly, by
recaving the light reflceted frum uthes dclpanmcms of human
inquiry ; and, thirdly, by a murcimpartal and truly inductive
study of the Bible.

Wea may, first, see more clearly what belongs to natural
science and what to theolugy.  There has been a great deal
of unnecessary debaie fur wantof a cle it sdea of what natural
sctence had to do.  Theulogy has been anxivus v have all
the ficld to herself. She s of royal Larth and bluod, apt
therefure to be a litde queenly and even impernous.  Let us
acknowledge that she had a great deal of nght to be su. There
is no grander intellectual struciure in the whole istory of
thongﬁl than the magnificent edifice of Chnistian Theolugy.
It deals with the profoundest prublems that can engage the
mind of man nng applies to them the most scau,ﬁmg and
comprehensive examinatior..  We may think parts of it open
to criticism, nay, we may doubt whether the structure aself
is not tov perfectly systematic to be trustworthy, believing
that a strictly logical system which claims to render account
of all the dealings of God from cternity to etermty carnes
suspicion on its very countenance, but there can be no
contempt for it cxcept the co.-(cmg{g of ignorance.
Augustine and Chrysostom, Ougen and Tertullian, Luther
and Calvin, were nct fools but great men, and he
who fails to recognize that fact is himself guilty of wnsen-
cate and preposterous folly. It s the very grandeus of theu-
logy that has rendered her tyrannical.  She has claimed
to Jomunate every department of human thought, She has
ruled pohitics and literature and given iaw to ast and science.
The claim was exclusive and it has pruduced a reaction. We
are feeling nuw that the things of science beiung to science,
and that faith must Le content to deal with the things of
faith. And of 1 am asked tu define the spheres of science
and of religion, I do ¢ inthe wurds of a greal modern philoso
pher, ** Science discloses the method of the world but not ats
cause ; Religion, its cause but not its methud.” Everything
that belongs tu the Jevelopment of the universe, the vider of
uts pheaumena, the laws of their recuirence, the age, forma-
tion, structure uf the earth on which we hve, as well as all
the facts and products v animal and vegetable hfe, includ-
ing the life of man, so far as man is an anima’, is the appro-
priate field of science, and theolugians as such have no
business with 1t. The sooner we admit that frankly the
better forus. It is only by such an admission that we can
save our own territory.  For the men of science are just now
paying us back i our own coin. If we have done their
work, and done it badly, as we were surc to do, they are
doing ours now, and making a still mute wrstched mess of
it.  You will not get much science out of a Hebrew gram-
mar or a Greek lexicon, but you will get less reason and
common sense on the great problems of religion by chipping
the rocks with a geological hammer or making explosions
and vile smells in a chemical laboratory. Mr. Huxley on the
problem of God, ot on the_ desting of man, is to the full as

Four Mr. Huxley's vicws un the flapper

There s a lingeung

| recuncihiation between the early parts of Genesis and modern
jeeology  We have a score of schemes for it, more or less.
i Days are stretched into mallentiums, cpochs of untold eatent
arce thruwn in between the tirst verse and the sec.nd, and 1
knuw not what, But why shuuld we reconcileat all? Why
expect accutale geuluyy in the Bille any mote than accwaie
j thenustiy or accusate anatomy > Why nut tead the grand
panurama wits which the Bille opens as a greupng of
creabion in its successive stages tuund the throne of cternal
power and love without asking whether the stages are accu-
rately marked or the groups suentdically perfect? That
Gud ‘made them all in theie harnieny aad beauty, this is the
great lessun. We are fust tuld that He niade the whule
and then that He made the paits, and they are arranged
majestic steps of ascent as i the struphes of a poem. Take
it as an assettivn ol Livine puwer and skl as against aum-
less chaunce ur Llind insensate furee, ami leave all mertely
scitnting questions tu the scientists to settle.  They can do
wwo harm in thar uwn provinee, but only good. Let ur

frankly iwc them, then, their pruvinee, theie iwhole province,
and avthang but thar pruvince, that we may the better
hold ours.

We may make Yro tesa in ur theology in another way —
by receiving readily the hght thrown un our own subjects of
thought from other departments of human inquiry, All
magnified and ennobled views cf the universs tend to enbhance
our perception of the glories of the Author of the umverse ;
all more accurate knowledge of mnn enlarges our idea of the
plan of Providence and the magniticent sweey. of redemptive
love. When men thought that the vault of heaven was a
Juine a few handseds of miles aciuss, and the sun and stais
vnly lamyps swinging tuund the eath every day, the nution
of Guu was proportionably contiacted.  But how has thought
enlarged its view of the **throne and cquipage of God's
almightiiess.”  The Jevout wunder of the jsalinist when he
considered the heavens the work of Gud's fingers, has a
thuusand  times fuller meaning to day than when he first
wuve it into his sacted sung. I Jo not say that any new
rruth has been Jiscuvered Slc psalm itself would rebuke me
M Idid. 11s one of the sublimest expiessiuns 1n human
language of the etesnity and infinity of Gi-d. But ifthe truth
is the same wo find 1n 1t new lustie and deeper meznung,
Astrunumy, which Loud men feared, and nairow men de-
nuunced, has long since Lrought Ler crown of stars and set
it un the brow of Christ,  Let us learn the lessun. Al the
uther muses will folluw Urania.  They tuu will kneel to the
gentle and sacved Oue and call Him Lourd. Geology s
beginning to do su even already. I read the love uf God fur
man 1n that record of the unnumbered years during which
his home was built and the earth prepared for his comung,
When 1 touch a fragment of limestone rock and think how
many centuries it took God to make that, I can believe that
He will porr out the treasures of His divine heart through
the cross of Christ that e may redeem sinful souls and make
them perfect. I can believe too that He will bear with this
poor world a little longer. I am delivered from small and
fanatical dreams of sudden vengeance and enabled to trust
the patience which said of tares and wheat *let both grow
together ull the harvest.” The voicd of the husbandman
scems tu say “ spase at this year also,” and I think st will Le
Geulogy tells me that the plan of God s ot a
siuall but a vast une. It Jeads new meaning to the woids,

some new discuvery su changes the aspects of existing knuw- | fur hus viinion un the theolugy of St. Paul ur the authencaty | with the Lord as a thuusand years, and a thouwsand yeais as

Iedge as to throw them into new relations.  We fancy that

the foundations of the world are shaken and that the cross | cun only keep these men oft our ground by n

But we had better take nutice that we
ndly heeping

of the Kevelation,

vne day.” May Isay a word even fur the much dreaded
(doctune of evolution also ? - Woulbl it nut be bettes to study

of Christ, of even the throne of God, will lose its puwer. | vuiselves away frum theus.  If we have the right to pat up 2y it befure we rave at it ? Lopecially su as if we did study at
Itis as though a fly, whirded about in a tempest, were tu § nuuice un the sacred fences of thewlugy—no trespass hese— | we muight find that st was nut necessary L rave alad atall,

tremble lest the law of gravitation should fail.
* Lord, Thou hast been vur dwelling placein all generations.

Before the mountains were bruught forh, o1 ever Thou | respect the good old motty, suum «uigue, s uwn tu eadd, § sume nwdifications of doail,

frum the wide domain which belongs to them. We must

No, never. ; vur sutentific friends are cqually justified in warning us away | I ans not guing to defend the doctiine Jfevulation aow. Ca

the whole L think it Ly to Le true, at ail eveuts with
But what after all Jdues it

hadst formed the carth and the world, even from everiast- | and if we Llaim to be teachers in religion we must be willing | an.ount tu?  Only 1o thi., that instead of makioyg the uni-

.ing to everlasting Thou art God. A thousand years are in
thy sight hut as yesterday wheh st is past or as a watch in the

might. Let thy woik appear uato thy servants and thy , nataral science and theology s that we shall have nv more | vut.

tha

glory unto their children, and let the beauty of
«our God be upon us.”

j to be taught in science,

Another advantage of disuogushing cleaily bLetween

T.and | need of labvured reconchiations Letween the Bilie and the | He Jues in the case of cvery 1 ving Laing.

theories of suienisfic teachers. Jn my view, and I say so

You will sce then that I do not fear the advancing know- | frankly, 1t is a nustahe to uxpect scientific accuracy in the

ledge of the time in its relation to the Gospel. I want, on Scnptures.

the other hand, to advance with it.

They were nut meant w teach sucnvc at all,

But it may be ashed ;and I sev ru proof that the wrters spoke anythag on

whether theolugy is ttself capable of progress. Can that, if | scienufic subjects Lut the cusrent ideas of their bime. They
it be a true theulugy, undergo change? At first it would | knew wothing of astronomy, or chemustry, ur_physivlugy, in
perhaps appear nut. But a second thought may lead us tu | the mudetn sense uf these wurds, and they du! not need (v
doubt. (g’lncr tree sciences are subject to change. Even knoa. They had to dv with G, the soul, nghtevusness,
mathemaucs, the mos. fised of them all, has Leen wunder- | the evil uf sin, thz Llessing of guudness, not with plants, w
fully developed in our own day. The eternal tintas of , acids, or the heusy of digestion. They were nut Lound Lo du
space and number scem to disclose new properties. How , for us what we can do for ourselves, and wlat they could
stands it with theology ? i aot pusaible have done without using language unintellygible
To get at an answer to our inquiry we must take a dis- ; orincredible to every generation befure the present.  We
tinction—not new but most important.  We must distinguish | talk uf scicatibc difficuliies in the Bible nuw, but who an .
between theology and the subjects of theology. The sub- | ancient wurld would ot could have believed the sacred Luuk
jects of theology are, speaking broadly, God, Christ, and the , if 1t had stated the correct theury of astivnumy ? - Rememibes
Bible. Theology itself 13 our thaughts of God, our beliefs | they had no telesoupe—no scientific insituments ur caluula
conceming Christ, cur knowledge of the Bible. Itis clear  tuns—and the theory would have contradicted the plain
enough that Gud does not change, nur the Gospel of His , evidence of their senses all the time.  They could nut have
love, nor even the record in which that Gospel is enshriped. | believed it. Difficulties | our dufficultics are as nothing to
The grand old simple Gospel, as 1t hies 1n the thought of God {these ! A buck, to be behieved, must be understowd, and
and the revelation of Chnist, 1s the same {cslcxday and to-day | accurate suence prematurely watten woild be umntelligible
and foiever. But I am not so sure that no development | gibbernh o1 incredible paradoa. A very hittle thought will
can be Lrought about in our views of these things.  Are we ; shew us that 3 book ntended fur ail the ages cantut pussably
mfallible, then?  Are we yuaite sure that we know so much | anucipaie sacnufic discuvery.  Had the Bible dune that it
about the infinite as that no more 1s to be known ?  And 75, would never have been read believangly Gl the hustury of the
the Guspel, according to the schouls, so very simple a|human race was com blete and the mullennium fully come.
matter > Formy own part I should like to simphfy it a1 du not suppuse thrc will be much duffically as tu the

good deal more.  In other branches of knowledge it is the Igcncral principlo of what I now say. But somc who admat

verse as it is to-day, Gud made it in a very elementary form
and unfulded it fium within instead of shaping it fivaa withe
Well, suppuse He Jdud, what then?  Jtis  unly what
Shakspeaie or
i Milton was unce a speck of living matter nu latger than a
| drop of dew and grew fium that tu all the grandew of
cgunus. Surely that s as full of Divine wonder as ol would
| have leen lu carve 3 statue full grown aud then tu warm it
it life. A pece of fusniture, a lux L case fur instance, s
pul together oo an external way st thon more wondeiful,
ymuie diving, thana bee which grows from mystic fuices uf
ceential bfe and atays staelf aawany fuims of hangeful
i Leauly . The athust tiaces the succe’ sive steps Ly sk
y Gungs giow and then derues divine efficacy.  Hesays, 1
Jkouw how this was made, thewcfure God B not misle
W o not see the cunnectivn between prenn » ond cone
celusion. He mught as well arue that a Louse sequued no
,dcdutent Tucause st was Luslt Ly the agency of slonenaisvns
jand carpenters.  Lvolution is uanfold g, and nothug can Le
yunfolded Lut what s there. Notlung can be civnveld Lt
ywhat was fistsnvolved.  If yuu want 1o get uivuey .t of
{youl puise You fhust fist put Lantu ool puise Lvolabion
yexclude creatiun ? Neveo. They dwell peacefully <l 1y
csude. Nay, I should not wecdei of seme fulure Faley s
; Butler should anise wlo will aadertahe 1o Junotstiae tie
pdivine exstunce and attubutes, ahang Lo Lo Lasis the doa-
ytaae of develupment. Tt would not b the last Le that
parties have Jhanged places, wnd that Uiase wlo wee
, brought to carse the Goopel have ended Ly Licssing ot
altugether. Por the wdea of evolulion s vie of hope. 1
man bas sprung tu what he o now through succossive races
of lowes beings, who aball assygin Linats tu by g1 puess 2 He
lm:\y one day know with the innight of an archange! and



