
0TUE PERSONALITY, ETC., OF THE HIOLY SPIRIT.

as a subject upon whieh there was no question. Thstead of an elaborate train
of reasoning in proof of the existence of the divine Being, vie rend, Ilu t'he
beginning God created the heavens and the carth.-" Thus the Deity is set
before us in ail the glory of His crcating power, and we arc tauglit our rein.
tion to Hum as Juis creatures, and as is offspring. This relation to the
divine Bciug is the foundation of our trust in Iliai as our preserver a.-d sup.
port; and the reason of oui love to Hum and our obedicace to is 'wlll. It
is also the ground of our hope ia Ris mnercy.

STYLE 0F SORIPTURE CONOERNING THIE DIVINE EXISTENCE.

The Scripturcs, which place the divine Being before us as our Fathier and
our hope, speak of Huim in language'which is peculia-t. The word trans1ated
God is in the plural formi-literally, "lan the beginning Gods ereated the
heavcns and the cnrthi." The conjunction of a plural noua with a vcrb which
is la the singular, is at varince with the ruies of gramniar, and must, there-
fore be understood to indicate somcethiag special or peculiar la th~e subjeet.
Agnin, in Peuteronomy 'v. 4, 'we rend, "Ilear, 0 Israel, the Lord our Goa
la one Lord"-Iiteraliy and strictiy, IlJehovah our Gods is one Jehoval"-
clenriy shewing a piuraiity of persons or subsistences in one single essence.
In couformity with-this representation, we rend of the first person ns Jehovnh
rcpreseating the whoie Godhead. Thea agnin we rend of the second as the
Mnlak Jehovah (Gen. xvi. 7, 9, 10, 11); Angel Jehovnh; Angel Reodecaier
(chap. xviii. 16); Angel of the Presence (Isniah lxiii. 9); Angel of the
Counsel (chap. ix. 6); and Angel of the Covenant /Mai. iii. 1) ; Daher
Jehovnh (Gen. xv. 1). And in coatradistinction from. tese we rend of the
Ruachi Jehovah, or Spirit Jehovnh (Isaiali lxi. 1). These passages en oniy
be uuderstood by ndmitting a plurality of persons ia one undivided essence.

Another cinss of passages exhibit the saine truth. We rend, IlAnd God
said, Let us inake man in our image, after our iikeness." IlAnd the Lord
God snid, Behold thc mnan is become like one of us." "lLet us go dowa"
(Gen. i. 26 ; iii. 22; xii. 7). "lAiso I heard the voice of the Lord, snying,
'Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" These passages, like those
abovc, present us with a piurnlity ia unity.

A third cinss of passages may be noticed. "eCorne ye near unto nie, hear
ye this; 1 have not, spoken in secret from the begianing; from. the turne that
it was, there atib I; and now the Lord God and bis Spirit bath sent me."
Who is the person here sent? H1e describes hiniseif as the first and the last,
who laid the foundations of the enrth, and whose riglit band spanaed the
benvens, the Lord thy Redeemer, the lloly One of Israel (Isaiah xlviii. 16,
12, 13, 17Î). "lFor thus snith the Lord of Ilosts,. After the giory bath hie
sent me unto the nations wbich spoiied you: for hie that touceeh you toucb.
eth the apple of bis eye. For behold 1 wiil shako uiy hand upon theni, nnd
they shall be a spoil to their servants: and ye shall 1know that the Lord of
Hosts bath sent me. Sing and rejoice, 0 daughter of Zion: for Io, I corne,
and 1 will dwell in the nxidst of thee, snith the Lord. And many nations
shall be joiaed to the Lord in that day, and shail be my people: and I will
dwell la the midst of tbee, and thou shaît kaow that the Lord of Hosts bath
sent me unto thee" (Zecli. ii. 8.11). Ia these passages we-rend of one Lord
of llosts, or, as the Hebrcw rends, Jfebovnh of llosts, heing sent by Jehovah
of Hlosts. This is ia keepiag with Gea. xix. 24 : ecThen the Jeboval inmd
upon Sodom and Goinorrah brinistone nd finà from, the Jebovah out of
benven." These hast two passages shew us a duality in the Godhend; the
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