Do
what the firse victory-gained by the ancieat
people of Gad was actueved, not by the svand
av.the spear, but by the sound of the silver
trumpet.  (Applause.) Now that trumpet,
we are told, was sounded not one day or two
days, but many days in succession, without
any apparent result; and there were doubt-
Jesx thase who lonked upon the biowing of a
hlast of n ailver trumpet with something like
-eamtempt, and who, telt contempt for those
who trusted to such an unusual and apparent-
v ineffective mode of warfare, There were
no doubt grumbiers in those days as there are
now.  We dou't know whether the military
preceedings of that time were exposed to the
wame criticism o whicn the. proceedings of
woare modern times have beensabjected; but,
~no doubt, tnere were those who were scoffeys
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strumentality of this snciety, ths Bible will
be greatly diffused, that the Bible «ill he ren-
dered as ehrap as poasible, and  principally
that it should be in luge print. T think that
is not sufficiently attended to—that the small
printis very unsitractive, almost repulsive to
those who read with difficulty. Imagine any
of our raust popular newspapers produted in
ruby type—why, who would ever think of
reading it? and so I thiuk it would be very
desireus that the Bible intended for the poors
er classes should be in large and clear type;
such a size as that of the ordinary newspa.
per. I gsould far rather have for them a largs
and cheap Bible.than one with gilt edges and
moraceo bindiug,. The object of this society
18 buth simple aud sublime. Itis nothing
Jess as.regards our oxwn country than to place

-then as now. But what was the result? Why,
wwe kaow that.the trumpels continued to
sound, and at the appeinted time the irresis-
ithle power.of thase silver tones:was manifest-
-ed by the votaf demohiion of the oppusing
bulwarks of the enemy. (Applause.) .,

Now, this irresisithle powes ot the Word
of God is no more than we might have ex.
-pected from us aivine Original.  Guod is the
author of the Bible, and Hesis also the fra-
wer of the human conscience; and just as
we know that a key will always fit the wards
«f. a lock. 1f both hase been made by the
-xame artificer, so we find that there is.an affi-|
nity and an adaptation between the Ward of
Gad and the conscience of man which cannot
fail to give the result, when brought to bear
og each other, of the conversation of man.
“There has heen happly illustrated by that il-
Instricus divine whose name is, no doubt, still
Hondly chershed by many in this bulding—
the sllustrious D Chalmers—(cheers)who
-aaid that as ihere 1s an aplitude between flint
and steel to create 2 spark,.so there is en ap-
titude hetween the.. Word of God and the
eonscience of man to kindle a flame, which
lights the soul ta everlasung life.
Ludies and genuemen, it would 1l become
me to take up the ume of this meeting when
there are many prepared to addvess you. A
society formed oy the union of several other
societies cannot fail to produce many whe are
interested in its welfare. I will not detain
vou any further. I will only express my sin-
eare hove that all present will feel that-they
are doing a great work in supportiag the ab-
juets of this society, in cheapening the Bible,
i rendering the Bible accessible especially to
aur own countrymen. Nor wonld I omit to
ssy one word in favour of one part of the
saciety’s Jahours—I mean the propagation of
those excellent, Paraphrases which peculiarly
“helong to Scotland, which are familiar to
every Scottish child, and which we caunot do
hetter than hand down—containing as they
do. so futhfully the principal.doctrines of
Scripture—we cannot do better than haud
them down.unbroken as a heritage to future
.geperations. 1 do hope that through the in-

{Applause) |

a copy of the Seriptures in the hands of every
inl:abjtant of Scotland,; and until that object
is attained the Bible, Society pledges itself
not ta discontinue its lahours, (Cheers.)

Fyxps.—The Treasurer’s alstract. of ac-
-counts necessarily includes the receipts of the
: Edinburgh Bible Suciety from January Ist to
-date of the union.  Adding these to thegeven
maunths’ revenue of the society, it will be seen
that the five leauing sources of free income
have produced :—Annual subseriptions, £503
0s. 1kb; donations, £1297 3s. 5d.; collec-
tion®, £18; auxiliary societies, £923 6s. 5d.;
legacies, £1139.8s. 9. : total, £3881 is, 5d.
Juis gratfviag to- know sthat hoth in Jigin.
burgh and Giasgow the regular subscriptions
have considerably increased since’ the unien.
In the latter city the eflurts of the Ladies
Auxiliary have produced about £120 addition-
al subscriptions.  Th. claims of the Bible are
heing successively brought hefore theé various
Preshyteries, with the view to obtain an an-
nual collection from exery eongrregution,  The
United Iieshyterian Presbytery of Glasgow
has given a covdial consent to this projusal,
and it is hoped that .the mavement will he
genetal. A church-loor  cdllection would
biiug the subject of Bible difiusion promnent-
Iy befure a very large proportion of our peo-
ple, and would give many an opportunity to
show their interest in the work which might
otherwise not present itself.

Houe OrERATIONS—SCoTLAND.— A lavgs.
pact of the distribution of the Seriptuves at
humne is carvied on through the agency of min-
isters and friends in the various localities, who
are best acguainted with the circumstances.of
those whose Bible wanta they «ndeavour to
supply. ‘The Bibles of the society are alan
hrought o the doors of a cousiderable portion
of the population by .the culportears of the
Religious Tract and Book Society, and the
renainder of the home circulation is made up
by sales at the depositories, and by means of
special agencies, which will now be noticed.

Iodinburgh—1In this city, the usual werk of
Bible colportage has been prosecuted during
the last year Oue of the agents—a Biblu

woman, very useful in distributing Scriptures,



