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cunning, yea, bent on mischief, an falsehood,
detraction and destruction, through selfish and
self-interested notions,

The Psalmist has here subjoined a state-
ment which may be viewed, either as a reason
of the mighty man’s buasting, or as the source
of comfort to auch as are pained by the con-
sideration of his mischief, or participutors in
its evil effects. ¢ ‘The goodness of God en-
dureth contiaually,” Ke.

I. It is because his mercies fail not, that
the wicked are nat consumed. ‘The goodness
of God is strongly aud strikingly exhibited
in bearing long with proud and presumptuous
transgressors, Though his justice condemns
them, and his holiness abhors them, and his
power could in a moment silence their honst-
ng, terminate their mischief, and destroy
their might, yet he waits to be gracious. lle
has no pleasure in their death. He restrains
his avenging arm, gives time for repentance,
continues their health and prosperity, loads
them with his benefits. The Lord is good
unto all, and his terder mercies are over all
his works: he is kind to the unthaakful and
to the evil. It is his his air they breathe, his
provision they receive, his comforts they en-
ioy. But for his goodness, their table might

have been turned into a snare, and their feasts

into mourning; their existence might have
been embittered by woes and events unnaum-
bered; their sins might have suddenly found
them out; their mischief met with its merited
recompense; and their impious exultation
ended in misery and perdition, in weeping
and wailing.

‘The origina} term here rendered goodness is
peculiarly expressive. It denotes Jiterally the
over-flowing of benevolence, the abundant
out-pouring cf a kind and bountiful heart. It
is applied to a camel which may be continu-
ally nilked without growing dry, and to a
spring always flowing with fresh supplies of
water. Such is the exuberance of the Divine
compassion, of the excellent loving-kindness
of God, which has & length and breadth. It
embraces the chief of sinners; it cancels the
greatest crimes. It exceeds in its freeness
and fullness all the possible conjectures and
conclusions of men. It extends to sinfulness
in its most aggravated forms; to the multi-
plied offences, effrontery and exultation of
mighty men.

The case of Doeg presented a most signal
exemplification of the Divine goodness. He
was chargeable with crimes of no common
magnitude. lle was a dissembler, a false ac-
cuser, a deliberate murderer of Jehovah’s
})riests; yea, he gloried in his infamous deeds.

Ie was consequently, humanly speaking, a
most fit object for Jehovah's vengeance, and
well meriting & most marked display of the
{\:;igment of God. When standing before

is master, Saul, exulting in pride, and re-
hearsing in vain-glorious parade and infamous
delight, his cruel carnage of the priests of
the Lord, and of the helpless inhabitants of
" the city of the priests, the messenger of heav-
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' en's wrath might have confronted him in 1y,
ble form, and pronounced his doom; i,
destroving angel might have (gpearcd tu exe.
cute the sentence; yes, that God whose ser.
vice he had spurned, whose servants he hal
! slain, whose majesty he had so impiously in.
sulted, whose authority he had so daringly
despised, whose laws he had so flagrantly vy
lated, might have hailed him in a voice of
thunuder, and made heaven and earth to wi.
ness n spocinl act, a signal instance of retrib.
tive justice.

‘The goodness of God was then remarkah,
manifested in his enduring with much long.
"'suffering this vessel of wrath; in his spanng
' for a moment this boaster in mischicf; in i
" continuing for a time the strength and stab.
Uity of this mighty man. And so contemplatuy
! the character and conduct of Doeg, the extug
| of his wickedness, the enormity of his crime,

and withal, his sclf-elation and triumphing o.
account of them, the Psalmist, instead of g
ing way to desponding thoughts, to unuche..
ing doubts regarding the perfections and go.
ernment of God, ascribes all to his mar ellun
and continued goodness. e was confiders
that it was this, which in every case, prevent
‘ the immediate and sudden destruction of the
cungodly. lle was confident that it was thy
which permitted for a season the triumphing

of the wicked. He knew that it was tivs
which allowed for a time the melancholy play
of progressive degeneracy and protracted
guilt; yea, that lengthened out the time and
the tranquility of the most worthless, tha il !
they might be led to repentance and to seck Jilf b
after God. d
It is owing to the goodness of God thut il A
sentence against every evil work is not speed. Jll o
ily exeeuted ; that every sin which men con- d_‘
mit is not instantly punished. But his good- di
ness becomes more apparent and more aston- Ji# ¢
ishing as human depravity mcreases, and S0
human sinfulness ahounds. When mischef i ™
is deliberately meditated and wrought ; wheo 7!
the mighty among men are perfidious ad kis
cruel; when they exult in their craftines, the
and glory in their erimes ; when the proudan kin
exalted ; when they that work wickednessae and
set up; yea, when they that tempt God s Jli°
protected and promoted, the forbearance { wal
God becomes more remarkably manifested of ¢
It is then that the riches of his goodness i JUo!
long-suffering are more conspicuously & the
played; it is then that his merciful charae JRFerS
shines forth in its adoving grandeur; its 0o
then that his gracious compassion strikes v ""h’i'“
wonder and astonishment his belicving , » gD
Ele, and calls forth the confident confessio gent
ere recorded by the Psalmist: ¢ The good xR0
ness of God endureth continually.” ven
II. But this statement may a{so be vierd 02
as intimating the great source of the PsisJiigo%d
ist’s comfort amidst the treachery and crudj ”{
whieh he now contemplated, and the someggg” .
which these occasioned, as well as the {t-
pects which they gave of danger, distress, il "
even destruction to himself, and to them &




