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cunnifilg, vea, bent on miisrhief, on falmehooti, 'en'n wrath might have confronted hin in .
detraction andi destruction, througb selfish and hMe form, and pronounced bis; doom; ti,
Scif-interesteti notionsq. destroving angel might have appcareil to sue.

The Psalmit lias hiere subjoineti a state- ctate the sentence; yen, that G od who,,e sr.
ment which may be ia.wed(, ethr uas maiason vice lie had spuraiet, wlaone servants lie ha-d
of the mighty niiit'si boamtiaig, or as the source %iain, whose majesy) lie hati se imiiasn.
of comfort to auch ai; are paineti by the con- sulted, whose authority ho hall no dav{ngh%
sideration of bis misçclief, or participators in despised, mlaose Iaws hcé had so flaagraîat1v % Ir,'.
its evil cffect.%. IlTh goodness of Goti on- lateti, miglit have haileti him in a %oice r),
tiureth cointinainll%," &c. thuaitier. and made heaven anti earta to ult.

I. It ifi becatai bis merdies fail flot, that neats a &(peciial act, a signal instance of rtia
the iuicked are iut coisanacd. Ti'le goodne.>ss tive justice.
of Goti is stroa.gl% aiat etrikingly .xhibitet h cdesc oiwstaa eakt;
in bearing long %% ih proud andi Vresumptuous manifesteti in his encluning wita mut la loa2.
transgressors. Tiaough his justic coaademaas suffening tlais ves-sel of wrath; in his sJ)ann,
thcm, andt him hoizess aabhors them, aînd his for a maomenat this boaster in misc'hief; in!,
power coulti in a moment silence their boast- eontinuing for a time the strengta anad -mLI..
ing, terminate tlaer inischief, and destroy ity of tiais mighty man. Andi no coaatîmplaiii
their night, yet he waits to be gracious. lie the cliaracter anti conduet of l)oeg, tit. ,:
has ne pI easure in tlacir death. lie restrains of bis wickcdness, thc enormitv of lais trllaa\-
bis avcnging amni, gives time for repentance, aaad withal, bis self- clation anti triampainga 0',
continues their laealth anti prosperity, loa<ls iccount of them, the lsalmist, iaastend of pa.
therm with bis betieflts. The Lord is good ing way to despoîding tiacuglits, to iaaaaehtt..
santo al], and lais tender mercies are over ahl ing doubts rcgartiing the perfectionas enad go%.
lais works: hp is kind te tIne unthaikftil anti ernment of Goci, ascribes ail te bis an.aaîeîluuî
to, the cvii. It is his bis air they breathe, his andi ccatinued gootincas. lic m as confidrail
provision they reccin e, lais comforts they en- that it nvas this, whiela in evcry case, Iprcfaed

j oy. But for lais godness, their table miglit the immediate andi swiden destructiona .)f the
liave been turneti into a 8are, andi their feast8 nangodly. 1 le was confident tiat it was thai
into mourning; tineir existence migît have wlaicl permittcd for a season thc triumphing
been embittereti by woes andi c ents unnnaum- of the wickcd. Hie knew that it %vas t1I>a
bereti; their sins aniglit have suddenly found which alIo'weti for a time the mnelaaacloly pin i
themo ut; tbeir miscbief met vaith its meriteti of progressive dlegeneraey anti lîrcîractetl t
recompease;. andi their impious. exultation gilt ; yen, t hat lengthened eut the time anad
ende in lamisery anti perdition, in weeping thP tran quility of the nioât worthless, tat
and wailiaaq. tbey might be led to, repentance and te seek

Tlhe original teran here rendereti goodnes is abter Goi. t
peculiarly expressive. It denotes literally the It is owing te the goocness of Goti tînt A
over-fiowing of benevolence, thc abundant sentence against every evil work is net speed. Of
loti-pouring cf a kinti and bountiful heart. Lt ily executc'd; that every sini whicb men cana- cil
is avphied te a cameci which may lie continu- mit is not instantly punishiet. But lais good.

Iy nilkcd mithout growing dry, and te, a nes becoanes more apparent anti more aston.
spring always fiouwing 'with fresh supplies of ishing as human depravity ;increases, and
water. Sucli is the exuberance of the Divine human sinfulness ahlounds. Wlien misûehaf
compassion, of the excellent ioving-kindniess is deîiberateîy nieditateti anti Vcrcught; W ef
of God, whidh bas & Icngcb anti breatith. It the mighty amcng men are perfidicus il
enibraces the chief of sinnerai; it cancels the crue-l; ivhen tbey Mexult in their craftnss, the
greateait crimes. It exceecis in its freeness and glory in their crimes; when the prend Mn Lin
and fulineais ail the possible conjectures andi exalteti; îvhea they that workwiickednesba aie
conclusions cf mnen. It extentis to, sinfulness set up; yen, whcný they tbat tompt Ut ame of l
in its nacst aggravated format; te, the multi- îarotected anti prennoteti, thc torbearanre (f
plied offenrces, effrontery anti exultation of Goti hetomes more remarkably mcanifestàd fa

mighty mca . Lt is tIen, that the riches cf bis gootiness cid t
le caNe of 1)oeg presenteti a most signal long-sufferiasg are more conspicuoûusly Ii ela

exemplification of the Divine goodncss. lie play-et; it is then that bis mereiful chaci Pr,
was chargeable with crimes cf ne common shines forth in its adoiing grandeur; l f O
magnitude. lie wae a dissembler, a falbe ac- then that lais g-racious compassion strikes w4i taint
cuser, a dliberate murderor cf Jehovah's wondcr andi astoniâhaent his helicviag l eri
priests; yen, lac glorieti in bis infanicus tiecis. p le, anti caills forth the confident coafcssio en
Ilc was consequently, humanly speaking, a beio recoricti by the Psalmist: "l'iae 11~ 011

most fit ot.ject for Jehovh' vengeaaae, anti ness cf Goti endurota coantiaually. e
'well moritin a most mai-ket display cf thc Il. But this statement may aIse e Vield ait

~gment cfGoti. When staaading before as intimating the gi-est source cf thc I>sal a
master, Sai, exulting in pa-ide, anti ro- ist's comfort amidst the treachery anal crue

laearsuza in vain-gloricus parade andi infarnous whieb he now contemplateti, anthîe
delight, bis cruel carnage of the pest c f vhioli these occasioneci, as well as tl
the Lord, anti cf the heiplesa inhaitants cf pects which they gave cf danger, distrecs
the city cf the priests, the messengor cf heav- evea destruction te hicaseif, and te tlen c


