
THEg. CHUROCH OP S00OTLQQ?.'$

To the .Editor of the ?rfontly Record.

Sra,-Will yen kindiy allow me a
EtUle spaoe for a few rexnarkfa tpon ana
article w lich appeared in the RECORD
of JO]-O headed 1 The Macdonnell Case!'

Tfe'article alluded te bias, 1 fearl,
proved botit a ' sturnbling blocli' and a
1 rock of offene' te many of the stauncli-
est supporters of the Church ofScotland,
witlîin the bounda of Pictou Presbytery
-the former fronu the mariner in which
it appears, the latter frein the matter it
centaine.

' The Macdonnell case' having beeri
presented to, the readers Of the RECORD
in the form of an original article, with-
out any qualifying staternent as to the
sentiments contaîned Élherein being en-
dorsed or not by the Editor, 1 believe
that many of those te whom 1 ref'er who,
are not experts ina literary criticisin,
have overloeked the slight internai cvi-
dence ià centaine of its being mcreiy
extracted fronu sorne other paper,
anad that therefore the then acting
Bditor,wbether lie held them or not, can
in nowise be considered responsible for
the opinions it centains.

With regard te the more important
sabject-thc opinionà ernbodied in the
articde-athougli I feel that it le great
presumptien in so feeble a person as my-
self, te dame to join issue with a Goliath
cf the press of some city of cither of the
greater provinces, froin a paper of one of
which 1 believe the ' case to have been
t.aken, yet knowing that in the struggle
of right against might, truth against errer
the battie le not always te the etrong, 1
venture te, do se.

The writer of tlie 1ceue' evidently
considers hinaseif a perfect master of
That literary 'Ifence', which at ne time
very ingeatorus, ie often very cenvenierat
te men in lais position, as it helps tliem,
whilst making agreat displa , te holti
their own tvi*h ail sides. In dais in-
stance Ithink bth hurcaes have geod
reasox to exclaim, 1 save uas frein sucla

friend8.' He is a bitnt, honest firiSd
this, for sooth, te, botb parties and on-
sequently privilegeti to tell themn in tum
disagreeable truths as lie supposes. The
tinst of these to which lie treats the
F..îtabl6-bed Cliurch is that at the dis-
ruption ahe lost, ' as a, ride' the mmn
who were 1 masi Ù& îariies.' Thàiss
sureiy a sufficiently nauBeous drauglat,
but then the child may be coaxed to
swallow it, for is it flot a nice tempti
spoonful of sugar to take fiffir Î4 to
knotw'that these men were more severe
in their views of Church doctrine andi
Oburcli discipline than is compatible
with the existence of a hiberal C/turch,
which may even look forward te a
glorioas future in which shc 'ma gel
alony' wilhout any other than the Cen-
gregationalist's forxnulated systemn of
theology, the Bible. F'ar lie it frein me
to dcny that at the disruption many,
very many noble and earzaest mna left
the Church of Scotland, and deeply tee
did she feel their Ioss, but that, 'as a
rule,' the men who remained were both
able for and earnest in their work, I
aeed only point tiais arbiter Eccleskaum

to re.sulis, unie-cs, îndeed, lie is utterly
ignorant of wiar lie presunaes to write
upon, or belongs to some ornithologie£l
species elied to Coleridge's owle
atheisin which

"bots at, the glorioas sun in heaven
Crying eut,'1 wbere je it2"

as te another of those 'diie8 in which
lie seemas as strong as ail the Churebes
combined are in, 'doxies' I should iike
to learn the curions mental procSm by
which one arrives at, the conclusion thms
a Churcli net alone -recogauized by the
State as it ie orgartcally constituted, but
nctually forming part of the body poUlie
cari bave lesu power te enforce the ob-
servance of ber Standards tita a me
'voiuntary LQsociation. 1 =s loth Io
think that the writer in his allusion ta
"hi 8ubjeet would insinuate that lte
Churcit of Scotland is becoaning so fiith-
303 that, 8he wifi net enforce ber autboe,-
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