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counit of it; anda if yoti lbard iL covetouslv,
or if voi o squandcer it wvastcfllv%*, vo,: are
ultbu;ing the giflt of God." Anîd -it ciescrveA
aIse te he nlote 1 b) the Ch'îtrel with tbe filon
enitliu-iaie prairies, and it dexerves to bie
bleged with the mrrsit eniphatie biessirrs,
whex rich nîcri are f und ushu, their tarlents
'wel1, arnd able to give af go. d acen' rt.tof their
àtewarde.hi --%%,len a miuu.cr:e ,n in
two coloisal gifts th -t would cil thein.selves
tnake a prirtcelvr fortu ne, gives flot for t4u
gond of thirse of thre laind of bis hirth. but
anly f r the poor an,! tbe -uteast of the cit.t
of' bi.i ainoption. T1: crie bretthrcn, ai e the
th'ritian'i itîvestînients iii tixose tr asî-res
Wvhici~ nieither theft itor deeay cati dainage;
and in tbhe si-lit, of fîuiliies riised. v su.1
tinâgnifice.it deedls frein aaim ils iniro m;elri ar
ini tbe sigit of' h. fies of wretehledness tiii lier!
abodes efc mfôlit, anZelri mxay rcad tbe
Christmalis titie cleeds teo an inheritance in
the heaveas-, "lincôrrriptible and undefiled, and
that fadetb flot awvay.1"

And s'> the gifts of intellect nre.doubtless,
great. The danger of abusimg- these lias been
a coxumon, but flot toe coumînon, theme of
preachers and inoralist. in every age; and the
responbibiiity of these lias been admi ted by
ai, except, alas ! sonletimes by those who
possess theni. Butt. brethrerî, though dlie
égifts of wealth and of iniellectu il e-xcellence
t«e sO great, let us flot tbirîk that because,
perhap. epessess nieiLlier the cone ner the
uther, therefière. we have no talent nt a!!. It
iâ ths- very teaching tuf this parable, that nit
enly he who hias the five talents, or the twio,
but that lie aiso who lias the erre is respon-
isible for its use. and must flot bide it iii the
zîapkiti ef a faise modesty, ner bury iL ini the
tarth of a cu p). bie silothf .lness.

1 wi 1 uine tbe two talents %rhich we al
pt)sses-,, and l "hiei, tberefore, wve are 11ît re-j
âponslle f'or. First, thougli you may flot be
ia person of iteulth, or station, or eminerîce in
thre world yè't tlîat yen' s;, ili or Iabhour,tblou-gli
it bu hîumble, hy wliiéh you earui 'our iiaiiy
bread, or that % ery station, be it iiisignificant
tbat you fil!, thiat'is a talenit gi Veil te yeu to 1
uise. Will you sa. "I an oiy eue among
telas of tIrousàlid.s, who paris tliroraglife un-
knosîi anda elscûre in tbe lowver rarîki of
'tiade and t-otnrnerre, orý ini tlîe inferier offices
wliic, tlîe riuuiifarjous ricedri cf governmen.
requilre, Or, iL rîîay blé, iii the driudgerv of sonme
raehanica. lalir, aid, therefore notbing cati
lie expeted of fie. c un du) n<itiing far tbe
goo l Uf niv fi:lIo % ciiens anid nmv feciiow
Christians" NoC. %'Phîs is a false'* fr'ulim..

Wcare ut liberty te s.y, if we like, I 1afi
nolrody ;" but -e ait~ n~ u.tatIiiberty to sayI
il'bci:ef<)re<, wbat 'i dac niatters to no o ex-

cept miysEit':' Ne;ý i-ailiei it la, the lives and
the ciraracters of c6r_àia<rn'.place, of urdinary i

and even of hiumnble pe.dffle tliat. forin the
truesi. test of tlîe Christidnity of a clîurch - r
a niatiomn ; for the < lîrietiziiit. y* .f a churcli orf
* nation canniot truiy bei 'estitinted by tAie

entainent graceri or virtr<'r cf thnote who stand

Il ri.i tueritad or moral ritatur - above tîreir fel-
li1r)%V,1ii but iîy hle jzener i level and toile of tAie
iiîole, tow 'rds wliicl e' ery -lne ejutribrites

11is sare, however insigii ficatit he may be in
ili-iself. <l'lerefore let uic tnia tiAnder-vitlue
Iris oplîrrtîttiitia. L.et no mri% bie wariting9

Il kh ini of qèlf-rer4pv'et îwbicIî oacheâ
hiitlîu lie is ai reriprtille agenit to Gdd.-Z

%ly Iit-etliren, tlîe devil crtirrter.-wrrkitîg andIparodying, the w--rk o>f Clir rit. ls lie rîlways
<lueri-tli (Ifvil lias Iris serv'ants, t<)e,te wvhoni
lie coinnîiit,; lus talets te lie uried ; anid we
<le neot find with thin t bat tIh- -mallriesq cf
h!l opp'îrtuility learis tri a correspeting in-

riurztificaiice cf rerit; relirer, wve are aston-
islîed ta firrd bow tire %iur rînd the insig-
rîific -lît, and thi se wlro dl) flot seem te have
tire capacities f r evil roi a large scale, are e
able tri efi'ect for rtie .ard niasters te whom
tue-y 8vli tbemselves crimes gignntic in tbeix
dimensions. anid boundiess in the!r iriflu~ee
for evil. And ghil thé servants cf Chrisi
ie lesq true than the million-% cf Satan ?-
Shahl tlie men cf one taieiit,%< o always must
fan out-nunîber the otliera,he f.ntid tei be
utipr..fitalble s;ervants? God forhid; for,
raout assuredly frein the humble atad the
simple, ne less thnrn frein the %%ë1it.~ anid
the wise the account cf r heir taletît ill b.
deniarded, and for tlien, ton, tbe master 11lil1
pronîcunce eitber the word cf praise, '4 WeÉl
donc, gond and farthful servant; enter thou
itito tue joy cf tlîy Lord," or else the word
cf condeidmnation, "1 Cast ve the urîprofitablo
servant irîtuocuter darkns<; trere sail Le
weeping and gnashing cf teeth."

But, bnethren, there iri anotiier talent that
we sunely aIl poassu Every one cf uis bam
sometlîiug tiîat ruray prc>perLy be called hisf
lei.r;ure-ot' mie @pace cif tifile over and aboyai
whrrt iia aeedéd for hlà watr andi for luis ne-ý
cessrrry re1ixrati 'ru and,rëé8t; arîd it is one of
the hoperul feajures cf i.ur age, that meni are
learnirrg more anîd more that iii tliat leisunai
t iey hlave a i .st valuahile taleht frein wvbich
tbey é.în reap a ninat àzoider harvest. That
thorie wîie once were corîceniried te a necexe-
ni y idiericss or at least, wbo liad noe tncour-
agemeflt te use the î leisure weii, are n<rw
learîiis-g morte ara!1 ilore wlkat good servioç
thev may (le in ali thorte beneficent workot

Wnl<! l)~tt'a {'ri..ia~1L ctrgeti(ars, and
for Nyhicli our social neerîs nre daily cryinic
anoud. L.et us pî'ay tint tire samne spirit mn>
iocireaie; anti you, my brethren. yourselves,
seuk for this op)portutîiti', for then, depenud

u0oa it, 'ou will miither lack the oppertunity
r doiuýg keooi witu >'ur sîî.re tume, nr %vili

y -u laek. the aliuodarît hiles-sirrg of God upori
tlîçwaýr ia wbicb you se enîîloy iL.

But éýIiecialIy let rue beg yorr te think cf
iie titlê'it tu at wvas onfre bur-ied t#¾ut lias tîow

behoui- r* ugbt forth. Tiiere is a wh le chusn
ef ilbe worlid thoît in cLtr owru ccrttr i ras
('lristians %were once shut Up i the traratiels
cf a Coavetitional, inîactivity-1 Mnic wuanval


