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eount of it; and if you hoard it covetously,
or if you squander it wastefully, yo: are
abusing the ift of God.” And it deserves
also to be notel by the Church with the most
enthusiustic praises, and it deserves to be
blessed with the most emphatic blessings,
when rich men are £ und using their talents
we'l, and able to give n go. d uccount of their
dewardship —when a noble-hearled man in
two colossal gifts tht would ol themselves
make a princely fortune, gives not for the
good of those of the land of his hirth, but
oniy f r the poor and the - uteast of the eitd
of hiz adoption. 'T:ese brethren, ae the
Christian’s investments in those tr as-res
Which neither theft nor decay can damage;
und in the sight of families raised by such
magnificent deeds from anim s into men,and
in the sight of h mes of wretehedness tuined
abodes of ¢ mfoit, angels may read the
Christian’s title deeds to an inheritance in
the heavens, “incdrraptible and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away.”

And 9 the gifts of intellect are.doubtless,
great. The danger of abusing these has heen
a common, but not too ecommon, theme of
preachers and moralist- in every age ; and the
responsibility of these has been admi ted by
all, except, alas! sometimes by those who
possess them. But. brethren, though the
gifts of wealth and of inrellectul excellence
uve 30 great, let us not think that Yecause,
perhaps. we possess neither the one nor the
other, therefore, we have no talent at all. It
is the very teaching of this parable, that not
ooly he who has the five talents, or the two,
but that he also who has the oue is respon-
eible for its use, and must not hide it in the
mpkin of a false modesty, nor bury it in the
earth of a cu puble slothf .Iness.

1 wil name the two talents which we all
possess and which, therefore, we are all re-
spons.ble for.  First, though you may not he
# person of weulth, or station. or eminence in
the world yét that very s« ill or Iubour,though
it be humble, by which you earn your daily
bread, or that very station, be it insignificant
that you fill, that is a talent given to you to
use.  Will you say, “ T am only one among
tens of thousands, who pass throngh life un-
Known and obscure in the lower ranks of
tiade and commerce, ony in the inferior offices
which the muliifarious needs of governmens
requure, of, iimay b€, in the drudgery of some
mechanica. lubour, and, therefore nothing can
be expected of me. ¥ con do nothing for the
#00 cof my fllow citizens and my fellow
Christians?”  No, Thisis a false feeling.
We are at liberty to say, if we like, “I am
nobody ;” but we me nut at liberty to say,
“ Therefore, what Ido matters to no one ex-
cept myself.” Noj 2ather it is the lives and
the characters of cotaman-place, of ardinary,
and even of humble people that form the
truest test of the Christianity of a church or
a nation ; for the ( hristiahity «f a church or
4 nution cannot truly be estimated by the
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eminent graces or virtues of those who stand
up in mental or moral statur - above their fel-
lows, but by the gener level and tone of the
whole, tow «rds whicli every «ne contributes
liis share, however insixu ficait he may be in
Hiwself. ‘Therefore let no man dnder-value
his opportunities.  Let no man he wanting
i that kind of self-respect which teaches
him thur he is & responsible agent to God:—
My brethren, the devil counter-working and
parodying the work of Chr st, us he slways
does—th  devil has his servants, too,to whom
he commits his talents to be used; and we
do not find with them that th- smallness of
‘he oppartunity leads to a correspondling in-
significance of result; rather, we are aston-
ished to find how the voung wnd the insig-
nific nt, and th se who do not seem to have
the capacities £ r evil un a large scule, are yes
able to effect for the vard masters to whom
they scll themselves crimes gigantic in their
dimensions. and boundless in thelr influtbnce
for evil. And shall thé servants of Christ
be less true than the minions of Satan?—
Shall the men of one talent,who always must
far out-number the others, he fi.nnd to be
unpr-fitable servants? God fornid; for,
most assuredly from the humble and the
simple, no less than from the wédlthy and
the wise the account of their talent will be
demanded, and for them, too, the master will
pronounce either the word of praise, * We
done, good and faithful servant; enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord,” or else the word
of condemnation, ¢ Cast ye the unprofitable
servant into outer darkness; tvere shall be
weeping snd gnashing of teeth.”

But, brethren, there is another talent that
we surely all possess. Every one of us has
something that may properly be called his
leisure—s-me space df tine over and above
what ia needéd for hi3 work and for his ne-
cessary relaxatiom and rést; and it is one of
the hopeful features of «ur age, that men are
learning more and more that in that leisure
they have a must valuable talent from which
they éan reap a most zolden harvest. That
thoze who once were condemned to a necess-
ary idleness, or at least, who had no encour-
agement to use the r leisure well, are now
learuing more and ibore what good servicg
thev may do in ali those beneficent worke
which a prectical Chiistianity cugendars, and
for which our social needs are daily crying
ajoud. Let us pray that the same spirit may
increase; and you, my brethren. yourselves,
seck for this epportunity, for then, depend
u})on it, you wil% ueither lack the opportunity
of doing jzood with your spare time, nor will
yu lz\c\(,the abundant blessing of God upon
the way in which you so employ it.

%ut edpecially let me beg you to think of
onk talent t+ at was once buried that has now
been br.ught forth.  There is a whle class
of the world that in our own countr; as
Christiaus were once shut up in the tramnels
of a conventional inactivity—1I mean womens



