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shonid. be removed to await the day fixed~
for the trials. iPrisoners appearing to be~
lunatie, or standing mute of malice when
called upon to plead, should bie remitted
to be dealt with as they are at present.
The witnesses against those prisoners who
pleaded flot guilty, or who did not plead
before the Commissioners, for the reasons
wvhich we have xnentioned, should receive
notice to attend and give evidence at the
trials of the prisoners, against whom they
were required te appear. The witnesses
against these prisoners who pleaded guilty
should have ne notice sent te theni, un-
less the presiding, judge, recorder, or mia-
gistrate desired te question them before
passing sentence, when they should be
sumrnoned te appear at a particular time;
and the fact et receiving no snch notice
or stiulons should discliarge theni front
their obligation to be in readiness te give
evidence.

At the commencement of the As3izes or
Sessions te which they have been cein-
niitted for trial, these prisoners w'ho had
pleaJled gui should be sentenced. Those
wvho had net pleaded hefore the Cern-
mnissioners should aise ho dealt with ; and
those of theni found te have stood mute
of malice shotild be puniished for their
contnmacy. The trials of the priseners
whlo had pleaded net 'guilty should then
be proceeded with in regular order.

\Ve have new laid before our readers
or plan for cheapening the administra-
tien ef our Criminal Law. We eau net
tell themu the sum which the nation would
be likely te save by adopting it. The
kindness of the gentlenen in charge of
the records at Bolton and at the Salford
IIun<ired Prison hais, hewever, enabled us
te coileet serne information bearing, iipont
the subject. 1)nring ten years, entiiig
Juiy 29th, 1870, the total number of
prisoniers called upon te plead at sessions
fer the borough of Bolton wvas 1,183. Of
these, 4.59 pleaded guilty te the charges
miade against theni ; 492 pleaded net
gUilty, and were tried and cenvicted ; aud
232 pleaded iiet auilty, and were tried
and acquitted. 0ur information respect-
ing the pleas of i)risoners at cotinty ses-
sions and at assizes is limited. We are
able te state, however, how the prisoners
Pleaded at twelve sessions for the Hîmndred

* f Salford, held in the years 1869 and
1870, andl aise at six Manîchester assizes,
heid during the saine years. We eau alsc

tell our readers the number of prisoners,
who either pleaded guilty or were cou-
victed at these assizes and sessions, after
having been previously convicted. At the,
twelve sessions in question the total nuni-
ber of prisoners called upon to plead was
718. Of these, 245 pleaded guilty to the
charges made against them ; 362) pleaded
net guilty, and were tried and convîcted ;
and 111 pleaded not guilty, and were
tried and acquitted. 0f those who either
pleaded guilty or were convicted, 253 had
been previously convicted, and they al
pleaded guilty to the counts charging, the
previous convictions. At the six Man-
chester assizes which we have mentioned,
the total number of prisoners called upon
to plead was 382. 0f these, 79 pleaded

iguilty to the charges made against them;
*217 pleaded not giiilty, and were tried
*and convicted, and 86 pleaded not guilty,
and were tried and acqu.tted.

0f those who either pleaded guilty or
were convicted, 82 -lvere charged with
having heen previously convioted ; 79 of
thiese pleaded guilty to the counits charg-

iing the previons convictions, ancd 3 plead-
ed not g'uilty to thein, but were found by
the juries who tried them to have been
previoiisly cenvicteci as alleged. If coin-
pletc. statistics were collected?.respectiiig
the pleas of criminals to courts charging

iprevieus convictions, it would be found
that such charges are almost invariably
adînitted 'hy them.

'\NVe believe our judges, recorders, and
*chairmen of inagistrates, will agree wvith
ns, that the prisoners who plead not
guilty to these counts do not reachi one

per cent. of the total number of prisoners
against wvhomn previous convictions are
chargel.

Tfhe statistics wvhich we are able to put
hefore our readers are not very recent.
We meroly, use them, however, to show
the average nuinher of prisoners who plead
gnilty to the charges made against them
at assizes and sessions; and, since there
is no reaison to suppose that the 1average
practice of prisoners as to their pleas ils
variable, they are as valuahle for the pur-

1pose for which alone xve use theni as they
ivould have been if they had included the

Ipleas of the last hatch, of prisoners ar-
raigned.

Our readers are now in a position to

formi sorte estimate of the loss to the
public, and of the inconvenieuce and loss
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