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your consideration aim at the fusion of the two great sy8tems
of law wbich prevail iu Canada. It in flot that the taik in itaelf

ian inipousble onv. France and Germany have, indeed,
achieved sueea in this direction under conditions ev-cn more
coînplicated than our own. lu Fý ince the Ron.an law prevuaied
in thc south, while Teutonie customary law prevailed ini ébe
îiorth.

And there were sixty general or provincial customs. and
three hundred loeal eustonis govcrning civil rights in cities,
towns aud villages. Such was the chaos of jurisprudence whieh
the framters of the Code Najîolcoîî were calieil u-pof 10 ha.:îioin-
ize. lIn Gerinaiîy therc wt--ý" fotir great systems of different
origin. and an ifnt-of local customs whicb sometimes differcdl
iu the saine town according to the side of the strc-et on wbicb
you lived. Hlowever discedited things "made iii Germany"
may bc to-day. there can only bc one' opinion as to the wonder-

fui achievemeut of the jurireonsitilts who out of this welter ofI
diversity eonstrueted the German C ivil Code.

But however succesf ut the great unitary systeîîs inav have
pro'-ed îo In. in welding together- anîd strengthcuing the nations
which have adopted them. our choic bas been made iii favour of
less centralization and more local autonoîny.

Reogîîizing the defliuitive ebaracter of thiri ehoice. the (-ou-
stitution of the Canadian Bar Ass'ociation. iii the entimeration of
its objects. sets forth that one of them is to *prontote the ad-
ministraton of justice and uniforinity of legisiation throughout

Our programme. in fact. is identieal with that of the Arn-
crican Bar Association whieh about a quarter of a century ago
started the niovenment for unification in the United States.
There, as you know, the antagonisîn whieh hegan in the tirne ot
Hamilton and .Jefferson hetweeni Pederalistsand States Rightcrs
bias been far more acute thari our own controversies with respect
to Dominion and provincial powers, and the American consti-
t-ttion eonfers far lema powerg on the central governaielt than
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