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>udicial and like public ftinctions, gives pr.-ference ta the reason
that their exemption was founded upon motives of decorum and
was a priv.ilege of the sex. Now-a-davs, îr~ view of the aggressive
posture, the clamorous pleas for equality of the new woman, this

t explanation of bier sex's denia! of a part in the managemnen: of the
counitrv's affairs would hardIy be satisfactory to ail pp'rties. She,i t at ai] events, would flot hesitate to rep!ace th, wvord -priviiege " by
"penalty." Our own province is flot left wholly wvithout aid ta thef setuiement o- the problem. In the Saut/z Rrnfrew kiection Case,
i H.E.C. -ro5, Mr.JusticeAdam Wilson says: '«I amn ofopinion that

j the returning officer is bath a ministerial and a judicial offirer. He

qualification of a candidate or voter,; but I feel assured that ifa fltaw sfrelt oda nusto notecpcyO

persc'n appeared and was nominated, and sîich candidate were a
woman or mere child that the returning officer couid decline ta
reccive such a nomination."

There is in aur statute no prohibition against a woman's aspir-
in-gto, or enjoy ing, a seat iii Parliament. Even during the period

jof uniion of the twe Prov ices ( the wvriter did flot believe that

investigation couid be pursue:d with advantagc bcyond that point)
exclusion wvas brought about on]y by reason of lier inabiity to

* satisfy thc property qualification then hamnpering competitors. It is
singular, too,-thce questions of suffrage and title ta share in the
councils of the nation being placed on the same footing-that the

le-islture shouid hiave been so unusualiy careful ta debar women
from taking an% step toward choosing a representative, and vet

i i have said nothing as ta their capacity for attaining the office itself.

Long before the departure frorn venerated custorn, when liberty
was niven unrnarried women and widows in possession of landed
e.itatc to c.xcrcise the franchise at municipal contests, they wcre
not satisficd ta confine themselves ta the bestowal of the gift
affirinatively on males. The very first statute dealing with elec-
tiow; passed after Confederation, 32 Vict., C. 21, provides by sec. 4

* that "no woinaiî shail bc entitled ta vote at any election." And

the intimation of hcr dibability is carried thirougyh each consolidation
of tllc laws up ta the present timc.

It lias been noticed in ane of the old books that the sole
instance of a wvoman's filling a public office in the carlier history of
Great Britain was tihat ofAnn, Countess of Pemnbroke, who wvas
sheriff of U'cstr.îoîeclanid, a post falling ta hier by descent. There-


