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been found guilty. It was no fault of counsel, and yet the
Divisional Court to whom an appeal was taken, was powerles, ta
deal with the matter, beyond the merest technicalities. The l-I.n
David Milis, as Minister of justice, thought, on the whole c;
that the ends of-jus3tice wvould be better seved-by a-newtrial tJi..i
by carrying out the sentence of death or by commuting, and ri<1c

sabsequent verdict of a jury, chosen in a county flot favorable to the

prisoner, justified bis %visdomn and extremoecare in capital offéncesj,
refer ta Reg. v. Ster>gaman. No relief was possible under the !ýw
but for this section It seems absurd to argue that the Crowri,rept.ý L!

* sented by Uts chief officer, may commiute, wbere sentence of d.:i
lias been pronounced, and yet cannot give effect to the lesser au c
granting a new trial where injustice inay bave been donc. A ma
seeking the recovery of a few dollars may bave appeals and rgu
in our Courts which he cannot have Miben seeking to save hi.,
own life. Ample protection ta the public would be given, if* the
law %vas amended s0 that noa new% trial should be granted ex cept on
full argument of counsel for bath the Crown and the accus,;ýd,
The only objection ta the prescrit Iaw is that the motion is in a sense
ex parte, ____

But the tmost reinarkable feature of the propased legislation
is that relating ta crimes against wvomen and young git-rk
The %word " cbaste " is ta be construed as " free fram iinlawruil
sexual intercourse." XVe have always understoad that %vatit of
chiastity could only be safely praved by repute, aided by proof
of certain extraneous circumstances. Direct evidence of sexual
intercaurse, when tendered b>' male wvitnesscs, is infinitely mare clat-
gerous than circumnstantial and reputation evidence. It is generaily
admitted that men who will swear ta illicit intercourse wvitl a
worman, do it ta help a friend, and are not over-sensitive as ta ilhe
truth, fly the proposed 13111, the safeguards of innocence aru
de-nolished, and the road ta blackmail smoothed and mnacadarnizcd.

* In bion, At charges, there bas always been the obstacle of proviii
* want of cbastity, in the path of the defence. Now it xM'll bu

necessary ta prove that the prosecutrix bas been, an previens
*occasions, guilty of unlawful sexual intercourse! How is this to

be praved ? Reputation will flot do it. How could the ordiniary
* ~case of prostitution be praved, if this definition were applied ?Ilx

could sexual intercourse be proved, even if the girl bas been living,


