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appliances are ail within the reach of tlie intelligent and cnterprisiug, whose
first duty it is to, aid in devcloping the resources of their native land for the
interest and benefit of thoir countrynien.

To these iBritish Provinces of' North America sucli reimarks are pcculiarly
applicable, as thcy possess to, au cnlurge extent natural possessions only requît-
ing the labour of the manufaicturer te, contlrm their great importance; and none
are more ricli in these resourccs than Nova Scotia. Indeed the 1 resources' o?
this province have become a standing theme for the politician, the lecturer and
the philanthropist. Go where you may, open what newspapcr you will, and
this subjeet is ever broueht forward, until the intelligent mind naturally asks:-
If you have them in such abundance, 'why bas not the province benefitted by
their developemnent ? why are they not things of' siglit as well as of faith?. Why
is it that with such va8t minerai, agrîcultural and piscatorial. wealth, only
awaiting labourers to calil them forth and disseininate their beneffts throughout
the land, the inhabitants of Nova Scotia are lcaving her shores by hundreds,
and seeking in other lands the employment they do not find in their own ? Why
is it that the country villages are becoming depopulated, and that Halif'ax,
with lier many advantages of land and ocean,. bas beca retrograding in impor-
tance and prosperity2 We k-now there are sonie who, dispute those assertions,
who tell us that Hlalifax contains more wealtli ii lier centre than, any other city
of lier size in North America,-that those who have left our shores are only the
vicions and idle, 'who disdained to acccpt employxnent at home though glad to
procure it in a foreign country. Thcse people 'will tell us that they see a
marked improvement in Nova Scotia during the last twenty years. They
may point us to one solitary brandi of manufacture, as a proof that our manu-
factures are encouragea and that there is work for our people. They xnay
shew us a few inerchants or tradesmen who by dint o? unflagging industry and
good fortune, have amiassed, considerable wealth ; and. thcy 'will tell us witli
martyr like gravity, that we are injuring our country and endeavouring to
draw odium upon the land o? our birth, when striving te open the eyes o? our
countrymen to the ruin that hangs over them, and urging them to prevent,
while there is yet roore, entire depopulation ana general adversity. To the
assertions of those who may maintain that the prospcrity of Nova* Scotia is
increasing, we point to oui dcsertcd villages, untenanted houses a-ad falling
manufaetories, and then ask--where is the proof' of lier wealth and improve-
ment? It is useless to tell us that those who have emigrated from oui popu-
lation, were its refuse. Stern exporience, tells- us that in the majority o? cases
they have been the3 flower o? our people; the sturdy young fariners and
inechanies on whose toil and care depended many an aged parent and gentle
sister, but whose wants they were unable to, supply from the scaiaty pittance
the employment in their own country afforded. Far be it frore us to, Say one
word, in disparagernent of' Nova Seotia, or her honest industrious inhabitants.


