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'vith a judgrnent as free front prejudice as9 possible, in order that
we inay get ut the trutlî concerning theni aud learn the lessons
whichi they inay teachi us.

The twvo great principles which lie sit the root of the subjeet
are:

1st. The fact tlaat any such separation aud concerted action
inust have been broughlt about by soine cause, sufficiently luii-
portant to produce it.

2nd. That titis cause iust exist iu the relation of the teaching
and practice of the church, to, the faith and spiritual. life of those
who leave bier.

In laying down these principles 1 arn by no înezr.;ý zakiîîg
littie of the personalities and extraordinary influence of the men
whio have head',d these inoveinents, nor arn 1, on the other hand,
implying that the church bhas been alwvays and wholly to blamne
for the loss which she lias sustained.

Men of great power have led whiere rnany hav'e follow-ed, ofteu
no doubt, tlîrougli restlessniess and unstable clîaracter. But it
znay be safely asserted, that no rnovernenG eati continue whichi
lias not ant enduring cause. Personal influence alune is quite
lirnited, and rnust soon cesse to, nake itself feit unies.-. its power
bc exerted iu the direction of forums of an enduring character,
already lu operation. The new field nust have pasture in it or
the flock will soon leave it, no matter hiow strong the leader
inay be who broke througli tlîe fonce. And Mtkc paeture wmt
be of (& kirni whic -dhe flock need and wIickd the, dIid not firnI
in? the Otdfidld.

As illustration of thtis general statenieut I naine two, bodies
which represent divergent and ahinost antagonistie tendencics-
the Plymnouth4 BretLre&and the Saltvation Armq.

Thes-e two bodies forrn typicail exaniples of the question. They
botlî hold thu wle s eutircly separate froitn the churcli as ant
orgmnization. Indeed it wvould not be going too far to say that
they declare theniselves as entbodyig in their existence ai cou-
denation of lier practice if not of lier formi and organiz-atioii.

DEcli of these bodies, therefore, affordl aut exaumple Nwithout
auy prejudicial or unfair estiîîîate on our part, of what I have
called sporadie or extra ecclesia.sticail religions novenents. It is
their desire, their glory to ho su esteellie<l. On the other baud


