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li does seema that, with the many plans of redacing the foui air
and completely deodorizing, ail kinds of filth, auy person of ordi-
Uiary intelligence should live in a dlean and decent manner with-
Out any legal compulsion. In our suburban houses and country

flaces there does not seem to be any excuse for evil effecets f rom
QOuse sewerage, privies, &c., where dry earth and ashes are

always at hand. The writer, when building his house* in 1852,
ftranged iii a rude way for uïing mari, with a very littie trouble,
fer privy and other filth, thereby keeping, down ail odors, &c.
118 plan works weIl at a nominal cost;, in fact, the compost
14ade as a fé-rtilizer more than pays for the trouble. But many
889Y that white their neighbors have ail kinds of decaying mat-
ter about their premises there is littie use of their doing machi
wvith the nuisance just alongside. We have had many such
cnplaints, some of which have been publisheil. Lt seems as if
OUr State must take notice of such evils and by legisiation have
the same abated ; and our Legisiature make such laws as will con -
duce te the public good by summary abatenment of filth nui-
sances. The sanitary care of premise's is hest said in a single
81ugge9tion of J. C. Bayles, author of " Huse Drainage and
W&ater Service :" "The first essential condition of healthtulness
18 eleanliness. The shovel, the broom, soap and water, snnshiue
!n1d ventilation are the agents upon which we must mainly rely
11n guardiug against unhealthfnl conditions in our suirrouudings.

when and where the broom, shovel and scrnbbing brush
11eed to be empioyed the reader must decide for himself. I can
0111Y ýay in a genýeral way that anything and everything which

cr epoel lssas"dirt " should be put where it belongs.
't illthe cusete e drt Thre refew things so danger-

Ong that we cannot rob them of their power for mischiief by
lIttiug them in their proper places."

'10 the Editor of the SCIENTIFIO. CANADIAN, Montreai.
DEFAR, SmRe -1 conctratulate you on your persevering euergy in

brmnigiug before your r'eaders, in your excellent MAGAiZINE;F, the
ý'aried and numerous articles you presented te thene last year-
'With regard to your sanitarv articles I desire to make a few re-
fllarks on trapping pipes. Whiere two traps are put on one pipe,
lOng9 or short, there shouid always be a ventilating pipe, be-

ý%1egas wiil forra fromn the face of water in a pipe no matter if
't be dlean or dirty, and ought to be let off or the seat will be in

lnger of beiug broken or a weak trap become useless. Again,
ail main sewers shonld have pipes or towers rising above the
bUlildinigs in the streets, and uxot allowed to puif up froue the
8t1"CCt gratiugi mbt people's faces as they pass by, or into their
*inidows in summer, for the foui gas mumst escape bysome
Otttiet.epeinehsb

Long exeinebstaught mç that the day of lead pipes,
trPs, tanks, etc., should have paased away lon g ago for service in

Wvelling.houses, aud that cast, or wrougbteiron pipes, traps,
etc., should be put in aud serewed together, So that ail traps,

00111d be opened by the inmates of the bouse, cieaned and put in
working order without wliting for a plumber or any other person

tocerne at his leisuire whilst the bouse is filling witb deadly ga%.
lf Buch plans were adopted, plumbers wouid not have sncb a bad me-
eutation and a great deal of money would be saved to botb landiord
%"d tenant, besides many more people would have their dwellings
iltt9d up with. sinks, pipes traps, etc., which. wouid add greatly
to their conafort were it not for the dread of being obiiged to have
,ellnibers go ofteu iu the bouse.

tAîl pipes, sinks, traps, etc., should be left ftiliy exposed above
tefloor or lo h ciig and painted goas to be easly got
*henl boxed in or covered become a resort for vermin, dirt,

%4lfoui gas. Lt is well kuown that rats wiIl eat a bole through
lea Pipes and lead traps. Within the iast tweuty years 1 have
rerOved many tous of lead pipes, traps, etc., *and put iron

Ouk lu place of thent which worked well. The closet traps were
of cut iron, a square box sittiug, on the floor, with a cover boited

? I rubber joint, inside a bridge drops down, and, another
"deor dam stands up, wbich. foreis the trap, the bopper

boted on, not p ut ou with putty as the pluebers do ; but al
fcsare planed and joints made gas-tight, and easily taken

ath oic etltn pipe carried itbt a chimuey
uermte face of the water of eacth closet trap. Althoughi

oU1 lAlmnbers may be called "«ignorant, dirty,"' etc., and do a
miit rauy sinful jobs, as well as carrying about witb them a

4%&t nany sins of tbe people as the goat of oid did, yet 1 think
AIl blunders lu that lune ought net teo be laid to their accouant.

Jur architects are not free from mauy of the bad plans to be
ound in Montreal hoeuses, as weli as in this city, they are not the
wisest of men to be found in the world. Juat look at many of our
âue costly bouses in this city ; very uieely decorated off in front
ur outside; showy and expeusive too; but go inside and look at
hem, the front roms are very uicely laid eut, but what of the
kitchen, and servants' roms, where so much of the work of the
àouse has to be doue ?Small, low ceilings and very dark moims,
and no ventilation. 1 do not feel surprised to hear of cooks beiug
ick and the whole house being filed with gas arising fromn the
tove or meats being cooked. IJnfortunate domesties9 are ex.
pected to live in these dark, unventilated moms and neyer get
ick ; they iead a life more like a criminal at hard labour than a
person on whoin depends the cooking of the food, 'as well as
many of the comforts of the whole house. Lu these places we
frequently find the plumber at work, with scarcely room to turu
himself around, or light enough to fiud his tools ; here we fiud
him pulling down the pipe casing,breooring away rats, dirt, bones,
etc., to find a hole in the lead pipe, or clearing, the cheked, and
running over closet. To clear it, he cuts a hole in the lead trap,
hammers it up, rabs a littie putty over the wound, nails Up the
casing, and goes away.

Such is the state of our sanitary doings in this city. Wbose
fault is this? Not the man who pays the rent of the house, but
the man, who gives the plan and superintends the werk, and
who iuistructs the plumber how to do his werk, and then throws
the onuq on hlm for al bad plans and work. Let each man, I
say, bear bis own sins, and both architect and plumber are to
blame if poor tenants suifer from their ignorance and folly.
Now, Mr. Editor, 1 would like to see, in yonr valuable MAGAziNE,
a few kind words directed towards these men-the plunibers--
for their future benefit and that of the public.

Another cla.ss of men allow me to asl you not to forget, aise,
to give a word of advice to is, that those poor unfortunate men
wbo are put in very responsible positions te drive engines, for
every por mIli A engine owner, who cannot afford te pay
men whoounderstaand what they are engaged to do, but men who
have not been taught, but are quite willing to learu if their em-
ployer is able to teach them.

It is Dainful to read how often so mauy men and their eru-
ployers and machinery are fouud scattered by an explosion in
every direction, froue the want of knowledge of the nature and
power of the machine put into, their hauda to work, and then we
are told, for our consolation, by a coroner's jury, that they lest
their lives by the visitation of God, when the accident was really
the fruit of ignorance. Now, sir, if enaployers cannot afford te
pay skilled labour, and must, or wiil mun a risk of every dollar
they, possess, and, perhaps, other people's meney teo, then 1
wouid say, Mr. Editor, that you can cenfer a very great been on
employer and men, if you will devote a small space of your valuable
journal to their instruction, with a few simple lessons on the
nature aund management of the steam boiter, englue and mna-
chinery. 1 was much pleased to find, iu yur last number,âa few
words about Mechanic8& Societies, or Mechanics froin the varions
cities and towns j oiniug together lu one band, and circuiating to
eachi other their littie mite of knowledge and experieuce in the
columus of one recognized journal, or MAGAz iNE, ao that eacb
one may have au opportunity of gatteering what Canadian
Mlechanics are benefitting by practical tauglit experieuce and
also to give each one the liberty of asking questions through
your MÂGA(AziNIS which is equivalent to" receiving heip or
assistance froue each other.

The Mechanics' Institutions to be foutnd iu our cities and
towus are not generally maualzed for the benefit of the workiug
mechauic. 1 wouid, theref)re, advise aIl who wish te acquire
a littie practical kuowledge, and make the best use of the few
hours they have to spare, during the week, te fit ùp their own
homes wiîh a workshop and buy a few books, and have a library
and an; institute of their own; aiso to take the ScIENTIFIc
CANADIAN AND MECHAIMICS' MAGAZINE, and read it, and akef
the Elitor wbat they cannot get froue tbeir library, and do as I
am willing, to do, support sncb by peu aud mouey.

0 ToRoNTo.

RkE8TORING( TaE BiLACK COLOUR 0F CLOTH.-It is a very cern-
mon and easy practice to re.store faded black colours by simply
brushing themn over lu succession, first with a solution of logwood
extract, and then i weak solution of bichromate of potash.
Another way is te take flrst a decoction of crnshed nutgails, and
then a solution of suiphate of iron. Lu either case the black
colour is easily restored by a brush or sponge. We prefer a stiff
brusb
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