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them, doing as littie as possible with them, shirking tbcmn at evory oppor-
tunity, the consequence wiIl likely be that lie will alwvays be slow ami
mnaccurate. We have frequently hiad scholars corne to us 1'rom schools
wheo they hiad not been particîilar in giving fulil exorcise in thçt funda-
mental rules, an(I altlîoughi they had been tlîrougli fractions and comn-
pound numbers, andl sorne of tiieta even througli interest, they nioved
with great 810wness in short, division, and 'vere itot frc iii long division.

The miechanical work of reducing ýeveral fractions to a common de-
nominator, ivhore, the nunierators and (lenonhinators are sonîewbat, large,
is a very laborious and unpleasant, tnsk. M'liere this stato of tlîings
exists, it is discouraging to l>otlh pui)il an(l teaclier. iManv tintes it inaîy
Wo owing to the influence of the parents. They are dosirous that tlîoir
chldren ahiould advance as rapidly as possiblo. This is rigit, in itself.
But they are apt to associate rmil progress witli the rapidity of' passing
front page to page and from rule to, ruie. Deceptive, deceptive! Dissatis-
fled withi continuous exaniples frorn the black-board ami oxercise in nien-
tai arithmetiv, the parent plýces an aitlînetic in thie hands of the clîild
anti with it, *Iolnny walks i)roudly into the scboýA-roorn ind tells tlie
teacher that his father wislhes 1dm to) commenîce with, written arithiotic.
What shail the teaclier do? *n litany of our el"mentary school.-. thoe
teacher is hired for a period of a few montlis oniy. Slie wvill soon be
awvay, or, if she desires to romain for anotiier t4rm, shte must be caret ii
to meet the wvislies of inost of bier patron,, and. tlîus feels cornpillî d to
acquiesce in the matter, althoughi shie m.av ho satisfied that it would ho
for the best interest of the cbild. to have siate and black!-bo.Lrd oercise
rather than exainplos fromi the arit.lnietic. Thus, often, ngainst the
wishies and better judgmont of' the teacher, the chi]d is forceil ile
written arithnietiv. But in these cases, the teachier xnay be able to
correct the wrong greatly, by giving many exorcises in proving tlivir
work, such as addition provod by subtraction or by dillèrent, nietlîod]S:,
so as to make the most of the fundaniental ruies. The work can thuts In
pretty well controle1 by the îeachIer, mwhi]e acceding te the wishes andl
soniotirnes whims of the parents.

In our graded sehools, or in tiiose schoois wliere tiiere are three or fouir
teachers employed, tlîis tlîorougli -ork in the prilnary atid intermediate
(iepartments shoul Lo insisted on. If there are four divisions, îîîost ,jf
this work will coni. i tne range( of the toacher next to the primary.
If tbe children are tolerably regular in tlîeir attendance, by giving tiien
a fair course thiroughi that, forrn, with some review of the work, ii the
third forni, such, a knowledge and comnmand of nunibers slîould ho av-
quired, as to make ail operations in thom easy anti accurate, and the usem'
of the siate wilI usually secure tijis witlî no detrinient to amy other
subject The tume occupied by the teacher in Iooking ovor the work and
writing (iown tbe examples on the blackboard, need iîot exceed ten
minutes at, the opening of the school and the work, done by the pupils
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