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"The 1‘esult of the American' war'wiis happy for Britain as well
“ag Ametica, for eompulsory taxation of an unrepresented peoplo
wase' a violation of "English principles. Thé collapse of the war
natatally brought in a how government, composed of thosé who
had opposed it, of tho followers of Chatham and the Rockingham
Whigs. * But Lhe two elements differed'in views. Shelburne and
young Willisin Pitt were suspicious of the great Whigs, were ready
to conciliaie the king, and lodked to electoral reform ; the Whigs
looked Wwith avétsion upon any extonsion of popular poWar or of
couttinfluence: Rockinghain’s death dnd the succession of‘Shel-
burne as prime minister led toasplit. Fox, the leader of the Whigs,
combined with North to form a Coalition ministry in violation of
-their forner principles. - The king sided  with Pitt, and an appeal
to the constituencies resulted in the defeat of the coalition. Pitt’s
government had been‘formed by an intrigue, but in Pitt the king
had found a man * who could lay thé foundations of the organiza-
tion of intelligence in the place of the organizationof hereditary
rank and hereditary wealth.” The polity of the new Tory party
was distinetly Liberal. Pitt bad flearned from Adam Smith the
first principles of political economy, and the oarly years of his
authority were marked by great reforms. "Fhe state of thie people,
too, had improved in‘'many ways. The seed sown by Wesley had
taken root, and a new life and vigour everywhere appefu-ed.‘

" Tun INFLUENCE oF "THE Fm-:vcu Ravowmogz

The ideas. out. of whu,h modem demoua(,y has sprung first came
to the surface in France, where the evils of sclfish aristocracy and
corrupt church were at their worst. | .| .

 In gpposition to these evils, a double tendency was soon . mamfested thc
one, of which-the typical personage was Rousseau, which looked to purc demo-
cracy as the remedy agamst the evils of an effete aristocratic society; the other,
of which the typlcal personage was Voitmre, which looked to clearer mtellcc-
tiual belitf ‘as's remedy for 'the evils caused by ignorance and folly.  Bythe com-
‘bination of ‘these two movements, modetn socicty wasto be deeply moulded
in the fotare?” @ - Coet B

Tt was inevitable that the first attempt to carvy these ideas into
practice, in a country devoid of political education, would end in
digaster, and that the traditions.of the past should be scorned. It
was alsornatural that, though England could not in the long ran
escape thenew fofluences, theﬁx 3t effect would be to createa feehu g
of repugnance to ¥iolént chianges, and to causereaction. This lasted



