
CORRESPONDENCE.

The following is the extract sent by our correspondfent, :-«I I object
to thie present, edticationi in the B3oard schiools ou two <grounds. Iii
the first place I thiink it bad, aiid iu the ulext expensive." Tbis was
the eîupbatic dec!aratioîî of D)ean Gregory, at a mieetinig hiek iii
support of ýMr. W. I. iso' candidature for W~est Laînibeth. Hie
considered it bad because it did inet aniswer the purpose for whieh it
wvas initendcd. iReccnitly lie was sayiing to a leadinig banker tliat lie
woul likze to reconîîîend Iimii sonme elerks,ý wbcereupon camle tic reply
IlIf youi cau find mie boys -%vho cani write I shial be onily too hiappy to
employ tliemi. We experience the greatest difficulty in gettiing clerkzs
whio cau write a respectable boand." Tibis circinstance iii itself, in
the opiniioni of the Dean, Nvas a sufficient condenination of the Board
school systemi ; for, lie said, thie puI)ils are now very often taughit
advanced subjeets wlhichi tbey cannot master ini the time thiey are there,
insteod of recceiving- a sounid rudimientary traiing wlichl woul1 prove
useful to, thiem iii after years. Folloîving up the reînarks of Canion
Gregory, a hiead clerk î-'rote as follows to dhe Daily Teleqrapli :-I
haive hiad thriee boys under nie II educated »"iii 13-oard schioois, and eaul
fully corroborate thle reuîarks about thieir îvritinig. One did not know
the capitals of Enigiaid, Scotland anîd Ireland. Another, hiaving to,
write thie word 'I spinster," and being askcd îvhat lie thouglit it
mneant, replied, Il Somcting te do witlî xniinliery." Another spelis
Philpot-lanle 'Vithi Il 1," and Il wrappcr " mwîtholut Uic "I W," and Say%
tit Toronto is iii Africa. And this is the sort of education for which
ive have to pay. Yonr readers nuay think that I amn jolziig, but I
can assuire yoiu the above statenients arc faets. A day after the pub-
licationî the Dailg Telqgraplilîad to cat humble pie, and expressed
itself as follows :-" 'Ilead Clerkz,' whose letter ou tic above sn}ýject
was publishied lu these coliimuis, lias a great deal to answer for. Ris
allegatioiis agaiinst flic stanidard of j aveule intelligence, as developed

bythe Board Sehool training, lias bronglitupon ns iiinuerable letters
of expostulation, complaint, apology, confirmation, (lenial, indigniationi,
irony, auid ridicule, both froin thiose who apparently are aud tiiose -wvho
obviously are net acqntaiinted %'ith tie subjeet, withi whîch thiey deal;
while one igeulons correspondent lias takzen the opportunity of senlînilg
us a large selection of specinieus of biaud writing, exeeuited b)y luis
sclholars of ail ages anîd standardsi lu vat lie colis IIau ordiuary
Board Sclîool." If bis nîodest description of bis establisient cail
be token as literally correct, tbe biandwritiing of boys lias been cruelly
nialiguied." *XVe dIo not hkuou (adds the 'felegraph) Nvhiat uîight be the
judgmient of an expert iii caligraphiy, but to an iumtntorecl eye thie
happy schiolars of Standard IL. can describe Ramsgate and -Margate as
well as thieir parents, and probably with nîuch betteu' peiumanislip,
while at the age of ten mnd twelvc tlîey con depict the vice of slothi
with a graphie skill whichi ought to be a perennial rebukze to our
floecid age. Aniother Board Sebiool mnaster actually proposed to bis
class the questions îvbichi proved to be sucb sad stunibliing-blocks to


